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- to.adhere to 811 these criteria mentioned. 2ielhufs et al {1975) discussed
other mcthodological.aspects of study design: It is esscnti;l that where pos-
sible the history teking should he performed by an cxperienced and inquisitive
physician; 4§t should not oﬁly'be based upon an extensjve standard list of pos-
sible sources of-expOsure,'buk }t should also include a free interview, explo-
ring unexpected unlisted possibilities of exposure. In addition the controls
should he carefully niatched with regard to age, sex, place of residence, time

of diagnosis, and state of hcalth (for each deceased case of mesothelioms a

deceased contro), ete.), An absolute underreporting of past (para-)occupation- (

a) exposure may easily occur when for instance a too rigid standard question- s

naire 35 followed or when only hosy!tsl records are screcned, a relative under- o.

reporting of past asbestos exposure occurs if deccased mesothelioma cases are u

matched against live controls. a

c:

Hain et a) (1974) reported on & case-control study from the Hamburg area: 1

150 au&opsy‘cases were compared with the same number of live controls; B85 cases n

had occupstional cxposﬁrc &gajnst 35 of the controls; 20 cases had ncighbour- ne
hood crxposure, ) case domestic exposurc; no indication {or exposure category . 7 L

3, 2, 3 1A been found in 44, i.e. 29% of mesothelioms ceses and in 114, i.e.

7¢% of controls. The rsximal prevalence of true envircnmental exposure there-

fore was less than 30v; however, relstive wnderrepuriing of (para-)occupaticnal, Y
neightcurhood snd possibly @omestic exposure had very probebly teken place, be- , b
cause live controls were compared with deccased mescihielioms cases., In the 1
Dresden and Halle-Magéenburg (BDR) zrea Sturm (1975) performed a study in 315 o
. mesotheliomas (288 pleura, 26 poriloﬁoal, 1 pericardiel); in 246 cases, in ' .

which an exhaustive cvaluation could be perforied (€9 cases no histeory!), 626 . Lo

hed past Birect occupational exposure, 20% indirect occupational exposure, 4% . tr
domiciliary exposure, 6\ were neighbourhood cases. - : o
. "

Studies in Italy (Rubino et a) {1272) &nd Switzerlend (kitirer ct a) 1974) 5

used non-sensitive history taking procedures which very probably led to serjous o!

underreporting; the percentages of abscnce of past occupetionzl exposure, 90
and 90% respectively, axe certainly rach too Migh 1o be sccepted 2s valid. ' ot

In the Nciherlends Ziclbuis et 8l (3276)\-u1¢ rot =stablish evidence of

definite or prolmbide occupaticna) cxyposure in 10V o3 3 ceses from the Rotter- .
Gem arca (herbour, shipyerds, Leavy Jndustry) ageinst 71% in matched controls; -
the percentages were 39 snd B3 resioctively in 36 coses 2nd matched controls in \

PRODUCED BY FORD




