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June 23, 1970

Miss Nell Conway

600 Wth Grenge Grove Road
Tucson, Arizona - 85704
Dear Nell:

As I Lo?& you in wy letter of April €, I wrote to friends of mine - technical

men = in the Detrolt iahowatory of Ethyl Corporaticn, who would be most concernsd

in %he awans of clearing the air of exhausted substances from the tailpipes of
automobiles, I had word from them that they were looking into the matter about
which you told me. .
I don't mind telling you that I was very skepticul azbout the likelihood of the
removal of lead {and other materials) from the exhiausted stream of the motor,
and ﬁhen I did not hear promptly frvem Detrolt, I had assumed that I was correct
in my Judgment. Thls,; as you well know, is not wmy field of expertlise, but I've
been aware of the thiungs which have been Uried oul through the years, for I
Jaarqed the Daetrolt gwoup in looking fov some means of doing this, with respect
to lead, over twenty yeers ago. The trouble has been; and continues to ba, that
tne 4ul of materidl sxhausted requiraa a bulky plece of squlpment {o take ont
the g&ftzualate material, and ?ﬁaq, vwadile fedslible mechanically, is not regarded
as pzaeticable in usgs on everyman's automoblle. Ths bulky material for the
remejai of the particulats material has to be revlaced freguently, and it 1= aot
beilsved that s large proportion of the owners of cars will attend to this; and
alsn bear the cost .

This is but 2 little of the kackground of the situstion., Wken, therefore, a few
dayq{avoy ¥ bed an informal {(verbal)} report from the Luboratary, I was not
surpgisad to learn that the prospect for My, Waterman's invention is not very
nzigﬁt, at least at the moment. My frisnde were loath to speak too harshly of
the si&u&»ien, but I gatber that this iz not belisved to have a good futurs.
Tnis; I may say, &ppeared to me Lo be the case, for s number of resseons,

I was asked to break this news to you gently, i1f I felt it necessary to spesk at
all,kfor Gespite the urgent need for a satisfactory answer to this et of problems;
my\f#iends et the Detroit Laboratory dislike very mugh to discourage anyone who
hag én interest in solving it. Moveover, they ars very mindful of who you are,

and snyone connected (now oy ever) with the Xettering leboratery is in a epecial
cateﬁary. I hoeve not followed this advice for the reabon that neither you nor
Catherine {or is it Katharine) can afford to get into a sizeable investment. You
should know the truth about this mstter at the earliest possible tinme '

i'm ﬂreadfully sorry to be the bearer of bad news, but I really feel certain that

this | is not the answer te this problem., I am sure that if anything turns up to ]
oﬁie; promise, my technical friends will welcome 1t with open arms, for the present
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situation, while actually unchanged through the years; with respect to the
existence of an actual hazard to the public health, has palitical and
psyeciiological overtonss which are very serious.

Plesse give Ay regards to Kalharine, and my best wishes, as always, follow you
whetover you Zo.

Sinceraly,

kobert A. Kehoe, H.D.

Professor Emeritus of

Oecupational Mesdicine
Rak:wb
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