¥r, Lester B. Roberts
Casilla de Correo o, 1704
Tuenos Alres, Argentina

Dear Hr, Robértsc-

I have your latitor of April
21st concerning the difficulties arising from the
exaninations carried out by Dr, Hernandez in the 3an
Antonto plang of West India 011 Compeny in Chile,

Since the recelipt of your lettery, I have had a letter
from Dr. Denno who 1s the Ganeral Yedical Director of

the Standard U011 Company and who, as such, is “egpoigible
for the meﬁical direction of the affairs of West India
011 Company. Dre. Denno inquired about this situation

in 88 much as the reporti made Lo him merely Iindlcated
thet two of thelr workmen had besn found showing sipgns

of lead polsonings Dr. Denno assumed that theas two -
men were engaged in handling concentrated Fluid and asked
if I had recéiveé any raports conceruing them, He also-
gssumed that the examlontlions had been made by our conw
sultant, Un the basis of your informaticn, I @mam shle

to inform him atout the situstiovn and I have no fowbt

he 711l get 1n touch with Dr, Hernandezn,

Heanwvhile I think you have
snawered yonr own problem by supplying Ur. Hernandez
with publishad informatlion on the subjoct of leaded
gesuvling end its potential hesaridas, There is nothing
further for us to do at the moment, I belleve, and I
shall not write to [r. Hermandez unless I am speoifically
requested to do so by Irs Denno,

You are:guite right in your
belier that mscroscscic changen in the Liood 40 not provide
an adequate basis in the diagnosis of lead absorption,
HMicroscoplc blood changes are not specifis but mmy arlse
from a variety of other conditions of the Dioude You are
also right in suggesting thet the danger of lead ahsorptlion
is quite considerable among men who work in cuarters in which
unventilated contalners of molten solder are used, Consideradle
quentities of vaporized lead, vhich 1s promptly oxidised, are
glven off frﬁm molten solder pots, It la standard practice
to carry these vapors away by mesns of g well ventilated hood
over these pots. Large-scale solder operatiocns provide cone
sidersble oppurtunity for lead exposure end one finds in
practice that carefully designed and operated ventilating
equ’' pment 1s necessary Lo prevent lead_po soning among men
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engeged in such worlk,

I do not think 1t is wlge for

us to intrude into other plant activitlies of dlstributing
companies except in so far as thelr lead hagards may glve
rise to confusion as to the socurces of the lead expozure

of men who are also engaged in handling leaded gasocline, or
mixing Ethyl Fluld, I&:1s for this reasson that I have taken
care to say in my inatructions to ocur phys'clans, that they
should be careful to exclude from our type of work men who
are engaged in other $ypes of lerd expousure., Cbviously

where the opportunity presents itself to advance the cause

of industrial hyglene, I should expect our medlcal consul tants
to take such actiun as may not get them into 4ifflcultles in
relation to thelir specific responaibilities to use Only to
this extent do I think Dr, Coke might be justified in looking
lnto this matter.

: | I have cabled you concerning the
appointment of a physiclan in Saopaulo, and having received
your reply, I sssume the matter is at a dead end for the
monent, I think your lnvestigations, as regorted in your
latters of April 21st and 26th, are quite iu Lline with my
own point of view as to proper procedure. I recognize fully
that you may recelve bad information and, therufore, you may
be unguccessf=l &n your choles of a physiclan, IHowmever I
think you proceed along the 1line which we discusszed when ue
last tallted over this matter, =nd I believe thils means glves
you the best opportunlity for sucecess,

Vary iraly yours,

RAK:1s . Hobert A, Lohoe, L.Da

co Er. Champiln
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