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SU BJE C T : P r e se n t  St a t u s o f T M L

T h is m em or an d u m  w ill su m m a r iz e  ou r  u n d er stan d in g o f p r e se n t  
in t e r e st  in  T M L in  o.ur cu st o m e r  co m p an ie s. I t  sh ould  be e m p h asize d  th at  
ou r  co n t ac t s a r e  a lm o st  e n t ir e ly  w ith  r e se a r c h  p e r so n n e l.

C a l i fo r n ia  R e se a r c h  C o r p o r a t io n

O u r  e a r ly  co n t ac t s w ith  C a l i fo r n ia  R e se a r c h  p eop le  in d ica ted  th at  
t h e ir  p r im a r y  in t e r e st  in  T M L w as fo r  u se  in  su p e r  p r e m iu m  an d  p r em iu m  
ga so l in e s w ith  p o ssib le  fu t u r e  u se  in  r e g u la r , i f  th e r e  w as econ om ic ju s t i f i ­
ca t io n . T h e ir  e st im a t e s o f p o ten t ia l u se  h ave been  b a se d  on  su p e r  p r e m iu m  
an d  p r e m iu m  gaso l in e  u sa g e .

Sh o r t ly  a ft e r  i t  b e cam e  known  th at  th e r e su l t s o f th e t o x ic it y  stu d y  
w e r e  fa v o r a b le , t h e r e  w er e  in d ica t io n s th at  th e Clalifo rn ia R e se a r c h  p r o ­
p o sa l  to  u se  T M L h ad  ru n  in to d ifficu lt y  in  th e p are n t  com pan y . Th e m ar k e t ­
in g p eop le  w er e  sa id  to op p ose  th e u se  o f a  m o r e  cost ly  an t ik n ock  w h ich  d id  
n ot  give  th em  an  in c r e a se  in  R e se a r c h  octan e n u m b er. We w er e  le d  to 
b e l ie v e , h ow ever , th at  th e u se  o f T M L w as su p p o r ted by  H ow ard  V e sp e r , 
h ead  o f C a l i fo r n ia  W este r n  O p e r a t io n s. W hen E a r l  Bar t h o lo m ew  an d  
Joh n  Koeh n le v isi t e d  M r . V e sp e r  b r ie f ly  la t e  in  N ovem b er , th ey w ere 
t o ld  th at  th e C a l. R e se a r c h  p eop le  w er e  at t em p t in g to  ja m  the u se  o f TM L 
down th e t h r o a t s of th e p ar e n t  com pan y . L ik e w ise , th ey  w er e  to ld  t h at  
C a l i fo r n ia 's p r in c ip a l in t e r e st  in  T M L w as in  r e g u la r  gaso l in e s an d  th at  
th ey  w er e  n ot  fin d in g en ough  b en e fit  in  r e gu la r  gaso l in e  to ju st i fy  the 
in c r e a se d  c o st . M r . V e sp e r  se e m e d  to sh ow  an  a lm o st com p le te  lac k  of 
in t e r e st  in  T M L.

R e ce n t ly  M r . M acG r e go r  o f C a l. R e se a r c h  c a l le d  to in qu ir e  a s to 
w h eth er  we w ou ld  a g r e e  to r e la t iv e ly  m in o r  ch an ges in  th e t o x ic it y  r e p o r t  
w h ich  h ad  been  p r e p a r e d  by  D r . Keh oe . M acG r e go r  p lace d  a  s im i la r  c a l l  
to the o th er  T E L  su p p l ie r  an d  both  o f u s a g r e e d  to th e ch an ges w h ich  
C a LR e se a r c h  p r o p o se d . T h e se  w e r e  d isc u sse d  w ith  D r . Keh oe by M r . 
M ac G r e go r , an d  D r . Keh oe h as a g r e e d  th at  th e ch an ges sh ou ld  b e m ad e .
He h as fu r t h e r  a g r e e d , ac co r d in g  t o  M r . M acG r e go r , to m ak e w h atever  
ap p r o ach  h e d eem s n e c e ssa r y  to  th e Su r geo n  G e n e r a l ’s o ffice  e a r ly  in  
Ja n u a r y . At  th e t im e of t h is co n v e r sa t io n  w ith  M r . M acG r ego r  th e w r i t e r  
a sk e d  h im  w h en  C a l i fo r n ia  w as goin g to  r e ach  a  d e c isio n  a s  to  c o m m e r c ia l  
u se  an d  h e sa id  "I  w ish  I  kn ew . " He th en  w en t  on  to say  th at  h e w as t r y in g



to ge t  the t o x ic it y  r e p o r t  o ff top  cen te r  so  th at  the p a r t ic ip an t s in  the 
p r o g r a m  w ou ld  know  w h ere th ey stood  in  t h is a r e a , at  le a st .

Som e o f the ch an ges p r o p o se d  fo r  the r e p o r t  can  b e st  be d e sc r ib e d  
a s o f a  pu b lic r e la t io n s n atu r e  sin ce  th ey  a r e  in ten ded  to in d icate  th at  the 
sam e  am ou n t  of le ad  w ill u l t im a t e ly  r e a c h  the a t m o sp h e r e  r e g a r d le ss o f 
th e le ad  a lk y l p lace d  in  th e gaso l in e  tan k . T h is m ay  in d icate  som e d e gr e e  
o f co n ce r n  by C a l i fo r n ia  m an agem en t  p eop le  ab ou t  the p u b lic  r e la t io n s 
p r o b le m  w h ich  a n ew  le ad  com pou n d  m igh t  in t r o d u ce . Com m en ts by M r . 
V e sp e r  to M r . Bar t h o lo m e w , cou p led  w ith  com m en ts m ad e by  one o f 
C a l. R e se a r c h 's  e n g in e e r s w h en  h e v isi t e d  D e t r o it  re ce n t ly , in d icate  th at  
the c o st  p en alt y  fo r  TM L is  giv in g C a l i fo r n ia  co n sid e r ab ly  m o r e  con cer n  
th an  it  d id  a t  the b egin n in g o f th e co o p e r a t iv e  in ve st iga t io n . Th e en gin eer  
co n fir m e d  a lso  th at  C a l i fo r n ia  R e se a r c h  i s  fin d in g v e r y  few  r e gu la r  g a so ­
l in e s in  w h ich  T M L h as an y  su p e r io r i t y  to T E L .

To su m m a r iz e , i t  a p p e a r s to u s a t  D e t r o it  t h at  th e ch an ces th at  the 
C a l i fo r n ia  co m p an ies w ill u se  T M L c o m m e r c ia l ly  a r e  co n sid e r ab ly  l e ss  
th an  we th ough t  th ey w er e  in  la t e  su m m e r  o r  e a r ly  fa l l .

Socon y  M ob il L a b o r a t o r ie s

In t e r e st  in  t h is com p an y  w h ich  w as in i t ia l ly  fo r  u se  o f TM L by  
M ob il In t e r n a t io n a l h as sw it ch ed  to u se  o f T M L d o m est ic a l ly  by M ob il.
Th e la b o r a t o r y  a t  P a u lsb o r o  i s  c a r r y in g  out a  la r g e v e h ic le  an t ik n ock  
ev alu at io n  p r o g r a m  an d  a ce r t a in  am ou n t  o f d u r ab i l it y  w ork  in  the lab o r a -  .
t o r y . We in  D e t r o it  a r e  ev alu at in g TM L in  a  R en au lt en gin e b e cau se  of :
th e P au lsb o r o  la b o r a t o r ie s 1 in t e r est , in d u r ab i l i ty  in  c a r s  w h ich  a r e  . 
m a r g in a l  fr o m  a. v a lv e . d u r ab i l i t y  stan d po in t . T h e re  se e m s no q u est io n  v 
o f th e fac t  th at  som e o f th e e n t h u siasm  at  P au lsb o ro  w as ge n e r a t e d  by : : .
the fa.ct  th at  th ey foun d ga in s in  R e se a r c h  octan e n u m b er  due to su b st i -  \ 
tu t in g TM L fo r  T E L . We h ave n ot se e n  t h e ir  d a ta , but h ave r e se r v a t io n s 
ab ou t  su ch  r e su l t s  sin ce  th ey a r e  co n t r a r y  to everyth in g th at  we know 
abou t  T M L. It  is to be e xp ec t ed  th at  th e cu r r e n t  p ro g r a m  of veh ic le  
r a t in gs a t  P au lsb o r o  w ill c la r i fy  the sit u a t io n  in so fa r  a s ga in s to be h ad 
fr o m  T M L a r e  co n ce r n ed . T h e r e  is  no q u est ion  th at  the p eop le  a t  the 
Socon y  M ob il L a b o r a t o r ie s h ave a  v e r y  g r e a t  in t e r e st  in  th e p o ssib le  u se  
o f TM L d o m e st ic a l ly . I th in k  it  i s  l ik e ly  th at  th ey a lso  con t in ue to h ave 
an  in t e r e st  in  th e u se  of T M L in  o ffsh o r e  ga so l in e , bu t  th at  th is is seco n d ar y .

E sso  R & E

R ecen t ly  E sso  R e se a r c h  an d  En gin e e r in g p e r so n n e l h ave sh ow n  r e ­
n ew ed in t e r e st  in  T M L, p r o b ab ly  a s a  r e su l t  o f ou r  bu d get  p r e se n t a t io n s. 
D isc u ssio n s h ave been  h e ld  w ith  M e ssr s .  Sw een ey , C am p b e ll, H ak ala, an d 
M cN ab  w ith in  th e l a s t  few  w e e k s. T h e r e  i s  no qu est ion  th at  the in t e r e st  
w h ich  E sso  h as in  u se  o f T M L is  fo r  fo r e ign  g a so l ine s. D r . Sw een ey
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in d ica t e d  th at  i f  th e p r ic e  w e r e  fav o r ab le  an d  m e d ica l ap p r o v a l cou ld  be 
ob ta in ed , th ey w ou ld l ik e  to se e  T M L u se d  in  m o st  of w este r n  Eu r o p e .
D r . H ak ala in d ica ted  th at  th ey w ou ld  a lso  be in t e r est e d  in  i t s u se  in  
Sou th  A fr ic a . A te leph on e c a l l  fr o m  M r . H u lse  on D ece m b e r  2 3 aga in  in d i 
ca t e d  I t a ly  a s t h e ir  p r e fe r r e d  lo ca t io n  fo r  in i t ia l u se . W e m ay  r e ce iv e  a  
r e q u e st  fo r  a  c o n sid e r ab le  am ou n t  o f T M L fo r  eva lu at ion  u se , p r o b ab ly  
a t  E s s o ’s Eu r o p e an  lab o r a t o r y  a t  Abb in gton , En glan d. O ur p o sit ion  w ith  
E sso  i s ,  o f c o u r se , co m p lica t e d  by t h e ir  r e la t io n ship  to A sso c ia t e d  Eth y l.

To su m m a r iz e , th e in t e r e st  of th e r e se a r c h  p eop le  of th e t h r ee  
co m p an ies se e m s to in d icate  t h at , su b je c t  to ap p r o va l of TM L fr o m  a  
m e d ica l stan d po in t , t h e r e  i s  a lm o st  c e r t a in  to be a su b st an t ia l  m ar k e t  
fo r  T M L. Th e t im in g fo r  th e s t a r t  o f t h is m ar k e t  and  th e r a t e  of d eve lop ­
m en t  o f the m ar k e t  a r e  som ew h at  in d e t e r m in at e  a t  the p r e se n t  t im e . 
P e o p le  fr o m  a  fou r th  com p an y , Su n , h ave r e q u e st e d  a d isc u ssio n  o f T M L. 
T h is i s  sch ed u led  fo r  D e ce m b e r  30 a t  M ar cu s H ook . Th e exten t  of t h e ir  
in t e r e st  is un kn ow n . O ur  ow n  w ork  on  TM L is b e in g he ld  a t  a  r e la t iv e  
m in im u m  pen d in g c la r i f ic a t io n  o f th e t ox ic it y  a sp e ct s an d th e exten t  of 
cu st o m e r  in t e r e st .
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