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By Richard Pearson ‘
eiee .. Washington Post-Stafl Writer - -~
.” Dr. Wilhelm,C. Hueper; 84, a retited
official of the National Cancer Insiti-
{ute who.was a pioneer in the study of

Mond#; January 1, 19

eancer:causiig Agents 11 the enviroh
ment died of cardiac arrest Thursday
"?lt the Wisconsin _Aveune Nursing |

is retirement in 4964, he wis chief

'section,.

<. D, Hueper conducted research into
fhe cancer hazards of heavy metals,
etrqleum derivatives, synthetic hy-
ogenated coal oils, asbestos, food

<Y, Hﬁepenas possessin “n
lglpgeigree"_ithe “ability to- shmi\&qg

rom-1948, when he joined NCI, un-

of the institute’s environmental can-___.

-tlons that _he made in the

tiurn out to be enviropmental in

erigm Although many consfdered him
t

ge that 70 to 90 per
“L‘"en 14 aTl cancer is related fo enw-

RIS ™ot this Tncloded—asser:
arly 1960s

1862 Photo
DR WILHELM C HUEPER

n

¢an g_en in workers m the chromate
producing indusiry. He directed re-
seatch that dlscovered that carcino-
creliromates:weré:thiose tost solu-

8
. E; eancer rafe dramaticauy in the in-

Pustry
At aid Dr. -Hueper
fas ' “controversial. and misunder-
stood: He irritated the devil out of the
kierarchy of command.”
ATs restilted i D HUeper's speak.
ing-out ahead of his time in advocat-
vztpg tmghter laws and more thorough

ﬁepi(!:pmnﬂm? of drigs.
He testified in favor gf the Delaney
Am_endment, passed by! Congress in
1958, which barred substinces known
{o-induce cancer in animals from be-
ing used in drugs consumed by ‘hu-
wans.

. Although the law 1tself became con-

bt

e e

#to—the—possible —carcino: -

-
troversial in recent years, due to criti-
clsm concerning the validity of large
doses of drugs-tovlaboratory animals

1 in water, and thus broken down in ~ applying to small amounts of the
Gdy, HIs Works hélpéd -to lower

drug to ®imans, Dr.

tinued to favor it.

He once wrote that ‘“The data from
such tests are not necessarily unreal-
istic. Although most agents tested are
either weak carcinogens or act in rela-
_ tively small doses, people may ingest
them over a period of many years.
The cumulative effect mlght then par-
allel that of & massive dose.”

“IRTI9Y8, Dr. Huéper was given the
National - Institutes of Health Direc-
tor’'s Award.

The award ~¢ited his research In
luekemia, his pioneer work in chro-
mium research, and also hailed his
book, “Occupationai Tumors and Al-
lied Diseases,” a standard text since
lts pubucatlon m 1942

Hueper con-

en ]amm Foer, M illing Firm Official

Benjamin W. Foer, 77, a retired,vice
president of Wilkins Rogers. Inc., died
Sunday at-George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital. He had sutfered trom
cancer.

—Hehad joined the company in 1927
“when Wilkins-Rogers

was a swall
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r. Wilhelm Hueper, Retired Official
Of National Cancer Instltut( Dies at 84. |

flis other awards mehide the 1939

Rosenthal Award from the American

Assoctation fpr the of

Sctence and o 1062 from the

-World - Health- Organization

studies.

- In 1863 the editors of Aludern Medr
cine voted him a distinguwished achiev
ment award for “his adentiftcation ot
carcinogenic substances and s un
daunted Courage i effecting cuntrol
of noxious environmenta, agents in in
dustry.”

Dr. Hueper was born i Schwernn,
Germany, and earned his medieal de
gree at the University of Kiell e be
gan s cancer research in Burope iy
the early 19208, where he pubhshed
findings on the rise of lane cancer
in(i\nslr;inl eities.

tle came to this country in 19238 ang
practiced medicine and taught pathol
ogy in Chicago and Ph-ladelphia be
fore joining the doPont Company in
Wilmington, Del., in 1934

At duPont he charted o
dence of bladder cancer
workers, isolating  the carcinopéitic
substance that caused it. He lett du-
Pont to join the Warner pharmaceuti.
cal laboratovies in New Yark in 1038,
rématning there until 1948 when he
came to the National Canceetr lnstitute

Afterretiring from N1 he worked
in projects to obtaln fun.ls for persons
stricken by cancer who had worked in
professions that exposed them to a
high degree of rjsk.

He pointed ott in a [976 interview
with The Washington Post, “The whole
financial burden of cancer harzards s
carried by the general public or by
the workers themselves.”

Dr. Hueper was amon:? the first au
thoritles to eite a time lag of up to
several decades between exposure (o
carcinogens and the outbreak of can-
cer symptoms.

His professional memberships in-
cluded the American Society ot Expe-

" rimential Palholegy, the American As
sociation of  Cancer Rescareh, the
American College of Pathology. and
the American College »f Preventive
Medicine.

Tle was the first president of the
Amertean Society for the Study nf Ar
terioseterosis,
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Survivors include a son. Klaus, of
Brthesda, and one zrandehiid
The fumily suupests that expres

sions of sympathy he in the form of
contributions to the Washingtan Hu
mane Societly
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