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882 MAD BON AVINUE, NEW YOBK, N ¥, 1004Y
TOLEPreDNg G79-40DD0 (ARSA OODE MD)
CABLE ATVDRIBS NYLWIR0 NEW VYORK

October 2%, 1566

To: Al Maobers of the LIA-IIZR0 Lasd Health and Safety Comxittes |

Froa: James C. Roumas

Attached for your information is a copy of a news release froa the
e Office of the ahite House Press Secretary, dated Septecher 16, 1966, entitled
*"Taxt of Ramarks of the President Upon 3igning the Fedoral Ketallic and Noo-

Ketallic Mine Safety Act®,

You will note from this relesse thal tha Preaident stated that "Mass
poisonings rom lead and mercury, for «xazple, have deen virtually eliminated®,

Due to the nature of this cocment and the irportance of this subject
Lo our activities, we thought you would like %o bave this for your files,

Very truly yours,
)7 frnnas

Jazes C. Rounas
Assistant Directlor
Health and Safety

JCN/ §v
Attachaent




FOR DAXIDIATE RELIASE . IXrNGIR 16, 1966

¥
fg ) 0ffice of the Vhite House Press Becrotary
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' 4 . _ TIXT OF RD{AZKS OF TRE

P PRESIDENT UPOR SICNING THR

R _ FEDZRAL XETALLIC AXD WOKe - -
' HETALLIC HIXE SATITY ACT . . (-

. T . ) -

: ‘ The 39th Congress has seat many landaark bills dowvn here for ms to siga.
3 sm told that the record averages better than & major bill for every vesk
Congress has deen {n secelon,

This Act closes & sarious gap in our nstional program to sliminate occupational
hazarde. It extends Federal heslth and safety standards to more than a quarter
of & million Ancrican working mea who sarn a living by the swoat of thetr

brows and the strength of their bands, }

‘ These men give us rav materials basfe to our ecenomy; froan, copper, and
- ’ wraaiun oree; sand, gravel, crushed stocs, clay potash, wd other minarsls,

@ But the sarth does not yleld thas up sastly. Ths work u bard and it {8 .
dangerous, Por too many ysars, this industry has Deen gravely defictent ia
safety practices,

The results sre told {a terns of humin lives eod suffering, Ia 1965, 181
workers vere killed. Nearly 12,000 others == nearly five percent of those
exployed Ln thie Lndustry <« were {ajured seriovsly encugh to lose Time
from thair jode,

‘ 1 4o not delfeve that such tregedy can be vrittea off as sn “occupaticesl -
1 bazard™, I 4o not belleve that & san should have te pay with his iife, or
bis mxm. for the right to earn & living,

Stoce 1914, our Pudlic Realth Sarvice has deen warking to protect Americacs
‘ from .aalth hasards found oa the job. Maay of these hasards have deen

: greatly reduced. Maes polsenings from leed and wercury, for exssple, hn
bYeen virtvally esliatnated,

But our technology 19 changlng vith fanlastie spsed, And this change (o
bringing with {t new and hidden threats to health and ssfety, AL ldase
300 nev chealcals are Introduced fnto Industry and sgriecviture sach year,
‘Oftea they ate 1n use delors tholr slde-effocts have besa fully evaluated,

There (s evidence that many shronts dlseases often have & direct relationehip
to the victin's occupation, Thess {nclude cancer, lung silsents, allerglon oo

@ and even heart dlseasa, They elso (nclude mealal and hesriag disordecs from
ssctain kinds of nolee,

o A great and sdvanced nation ¢annot sllov such hacards 1o go wocheshed, And I
3. promiss you that ve will mot allow thea to go vechashed, .




The Secretary of Neslth, Educatlon, and Welfare {s now cooducting an
fatensified etudy of the eatire problem of occupational health, This study
will determine what the governaeat csa dos

o Pirst, to isolate 3ad eliminate the hazards to
occupational hoalth that nov exist; and

o toc.m, to test pev products snd processts 80 that steps
can b taken to prevent health bhazards belore they occur,

A fast 88 we find the answere to these questioss, we are going to apply .
them vith every mesns at our disposal,

Today, T anm very gratificd to be taking s major step towerd that goal,

The enactneat of this bill vill afford far grester protection to oae
{rportant segmant of Aserican labor which bas beea dented sorely needed
protectioca, ’

. Y
Beyood saving the l1ives and lisbs of oaay men vho 1abor under ths earth, this
Act vill enadle many wives te rest & little easler wvhea thelr Busbends leave
for work sach day.

@ And Lt vill ensble meny ¢hildren to grov to adulthood with their fathere
1ivioag aod sarning & livelibood for the satire fesily,

T sa proud to eiga this Act,

g v ———




