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! TeE 1918 TOXIC SUB-
STANCES Control Act gave the
E v Protectlfon

gency e power for
trol and

of any chemical that presents
an unreasonable risk of injury
to health or the environment.
The law also lpeciﬂellly
reqnlred EPA to draw
ations for the banning of
chlorinated biphenyls, or
PCBI. a in: ustrill
thave been in use

not manufactured in this
country because Monsanto, the
sole American PCB producer,
voluntarily stop) maki
them last year, But the EP.
still must promuigate a formal
ban on PCB manufacture,
processing and commercial
districution. .

PCBs are used as Insulating
fluids in electrical equipment
such as transformers and
capacitors, but also are em-
ployed
adhesives, sealants, printing
inks, coatings and waxes.

 Concerns about PCB pollution

‘have been voiced since 1968,

. when some 1,000 A.hppnen_

in the production of botto:

s

citizens were nverely affected
after ingesting PCB-
contaminated rice oil. Japan
has prohibited all production
and importation of PCBs.

In 1972, the U.S. government
took its first action against the
chemical. At the time EPA
recommendl? production
curbs, and Q!i anto volun-
grﬂy stopped sel PCB: to

them into the envlronment
Later studies showed that
ulmon. striped bass and other
in American waterways
still contained high con-
centrations of the chémical.
Traces the millions of
pounds of PCBs that have been
released into the environment
have been found far from fn-
dustrial areas — in the Hudson
River, the Great Lakes, the
upper Mississippi River and the
Gulf of Mexico, among other
glncel The main worry is that
CBs may take many years to
diuppear from fish tissues and
m sediments. They have
been proved to cause
re roductive defects and death
in fish, birds lnd mammals and
lElrea further up the |
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