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PLASTICS INDUSTRY SAYS.PVC-INSULATED WIRE
IS BEST AVAILAELE MATERIAL TODAY

WASHINGTON -- In order to give the public a better undcrstandingﬁgf
the polyvinyl chloride (PVC) electric wire insulation used today in virtu-
ally every application from public building and home construction to aute-
mobile and appliance wiring, the Society of the Plastics Industry nc, today
is.sued the following fact sheet:

Polyvinyl chloride insulation is the predominant material used for
wiring worldwide today., PVC replaced older traditional insulaticn materials
for safety reasons, These include:

e Durability -- PVC is less sensitive to crumbling or breat-oun
than oMggr materials used earlicr,

Supcrior insulation -« it provides better insulating propertics
than otlssr matcrials,

Fire resistance -- it is harder to ignite and has slower {lame
spread than traditional materials,
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E’ According to Ralph I. Harding, Jr., president of SPI, traditional
inaulating matcrials frequently deteriorated as a result of age or stress,
causing eclectrical shorts to occur, Countless home and industry 01cctri.cn1
fires have thus been prevented by use of PVC insulation, which can retain
its insulating qualities for half-a-century, Harding said.

Harding noted that PVC is compounded from a mixture of hydrogen,
carbon and chlorine. Thus .when some outside source does ignite the
material, the insulating material can release both hydrogen chloride and
carbon monoxide, both of which can be hazardous to human life. Ilowever,
PVC cannot burn on its own and some outside source of heat is necessary,

Hydrogen chloride (HCL) is also given off by other materials such as

-

« rubber or paper during combustion, While potentially lethal, HCL is the
¥
gaseous form of the hydrochloric acid found normally in the human stomech,
In éaseous form it is an irritant to the mucous membranes and prolonged
inhalation of HCL can causc a fatal inflammation of the lungs.

Because all organic material will burn and hence give off noxious gasce,
the plastics industry has stressed safe and proper installation methods be
coupled with correct operation of clectrical equipment using PVC or anv
other plastic or organic material,

No alternate insulating materials possessing comparable qualities are
known to the indggliry to date, The industry, however, is supporting firc

rescarch efforts so that the fire community can develop more knowledpe of

the fire characteristics of this and other plastic materials.
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; ' Harding added that SPI has urged in the past and continues to say that
a systems approach -- using detection, fire suppression and ventilation
quipment is the best way to minimize hazards hoth to firefinhiers or
c

civilians,
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! . Explosion, kire
On K Street NW
Hospitalizes 35

Explosions and fire rocked a
nearly-completed office building in
downtown QVashmgton today, send-
ing at least 35 persons to fospitals
with burns and toxic smoke inhala-
tlmni

Two men, both electricians work.
ing In the building’s basement, were

.in critical condition with severe

external and internal burns,

Por a time there was fear that one
or more bodies would te found as’
firemen searched the smoke.filled
basement of & 10-stoty ollice bulld.
ing a% 2020 K Street NW, but appar-
ently no one was caught in a fatal
".AP as was originally reported,

crid white smoke from burning
plastle electrical {nsulation seat
dozens of firemen and olfice workers
ltafgertng from the building and
collapsing on the sidewalX, whera
reycue workers gdministered oxy-

gen.

Dr.Vietor Esch, furzeon for the
D.C. Fire Departrazat, said 14 vie.
tims were tsken 3 Washington
Hospital Center, 11 to Gearae Wash-
ingtos Unlversity ricopital, 9 o
Georgetown and one ta Providzncee,

Esch said most of the virtims
treated in the hospitals had inhaled
toxic gases caused by the bu-ningz
polyviny! ckloride insuiaticn siied I1n
&n electrical parel.

Elghteen of the victims vrere rushed
to hospitals by ambu'ance, and
others were t2ken privatelsy,

THE EXPLOSICNS a2d i rn fire
started A% 9:33 a2 La wivctrical
vault In ths razen en: -icerding to
Asst. Fire Chief 1. Lewis. The
bullding, bewng tu.it v ti2 George
Hyman Co.. w23 icerly compieted,
and in fact some «f tze <llile sustes
were already ncey iied,

Traffic on K Street and on Penn-
sylvania Avenue a sirort tlock to the
south was blocked far hours hy fire
equipment. Hundreds of »/lice work.
ers watched the rescue efferts from
the porth side of K Street.

According to Chiel Lowis, two rmien
working on toe el=ciricat vault were
overcome by poisoncus fumes from .
plastic electrical installatron. Lews !
said each time the fire a the vauit
was extinguished, it would heat u
again and explode, overcoming bo
the workers and rescuers.

The victims were taken out
throngh an underground parking ga- :

_Yege aad up the sta.rways to the firsg }

L PR ' !

THE BUILDING, which covers !
about two-thirds of the 2000 block of
K Street up to 21st Street, occupies
the site of the old K Street Mu-.i

BLAST

Continued From A-l

ket and the old Third Police
Precinct house. Tenants of
nearby buildings were
unalfected by the fire,
separated by alleys to both
the east and south,

Though technically only a
one-alarm fire, two subse-
quent special alarms call.
ing for al} the department'’s
heavy rescue equipment
filled K and 2ist Streets
with fire trucks and hoses.

One occupant of the
building, William Adams
Jr., a stockbroker in tl;e
third-tloor office of Merrill
Lynch Pierce Fenner &

Smith, described it this
way:
“Jt sounded as though

some drilling was going on.
Then the lLights began to
flicker. The alarm went oft
two or three minutes later.
We got out pretty fast. We
came right down the back
stairs."

Adams said there were
about 50 persons in his of-
fice, which moved into the
new buildirg five months

go. He said there was no
panic as they fled down the
blacked-out stawrwell, even
though there was a strong
smeli of smoke as they ap-
proached the zround-floor
exits. "

Another Merrill Lynch
rmplove, who asked not to
be named. said, "I'm not
sure how fast people could
have gotten out il the build-
ing had been full or if there
had been any panic.”

WORSE OFF than the
brokerage firm employes
were workers in the
seventh-floor oflices of the
U.S. Pension Benelit Guar-
antes Corp.. who didn't

LA LI

Jane Ceccorelll, an insur-
ance spacialist, said, “The
lights went out. The build-
Ing began to shake. It kept
on shaking. 1t took us quite
a while to get ourselves to.
gether. We heard bells and
theh sirens, and decided to
leave,’”” She was in a group
of about 20 who made their
way down the stairs in the
dark. “It was scary,” she
said.

“Weé heard bells ring-
ing,’’ said Mabel Herbert of
Rockville, a secretary at
the federal agency, “but I
didn't know it was a fire
alarm, .because we just
moved into the building in
the middle of September,
and we had no training.”

Mrs. Herbert's daughtar,
Susan, 2], & fellow employe,
passed out from the polson-
ous smoke on the way out of
the bullding.

“We looked out the win.
dows and saw everyone
outside but us,'' said
Marjorie Ashby, of the 1000
block of 20th Street NW, a
management assistant at
the agency.

Ashby described how the
agency ‘werkers groped
their way down the seven
floors of stairs. “We could-
n't see anything," she said.
“There were no lights in the
stairweH. It was very

.smoky when we got to.the .

second floor. There were 50
many people in the stair-
well we couldn't move
swiftly.”

Ashby said there was a
certain amount of panic.
“To a certain extent, | did
panic = when | got to the
second floor and didn't see
anything but smoke and
didn’t know how far it was
to'tiie next exit,'”

Mrs. Herbert said the
toxic fumes ‘‘caused a
burning in our throats and
we felt nauseated a while.”
At that, she said, “'we were
luck?’; ordinanily the siairs
are iocked for security rea-
sons but today they were-
n.t."

The source of the smoke,
polyvinyl chloride used as
electrical insulation, gives
off hydrochloric acid fumes
as,it burns. Even firemen
wearing proteclive masks
were overcome by the
fumes, and a continuing
procession of firefighters
staggered out of «ke build-
ir‘\g basement to lie on the
sidewalk to be piven oxy-
gen by ambulance attend.

. mwnhhthSﬁf\ﬁﬁ-hv.om10.tv?s

Esch said the gas bur
victim's lungs and also
a delayed reaction. '*?
of the difficulty comes
14 hours later,” he saic
the past several ye
Esch said, “we've had
150 injuries and one &
{rom this stuff."

POLYVINYL CH
RIDE is the same mat
being used to line the -
and ceilings of Metro:
new $300,000 rapid tr
cars. The National Ac
my of Sciences re
mended that the PVC L

placed by a wmore
resistant material,
there has been no n
ment in that direction t
ther the Metro stai
board of directors,

The two critlcally by
electricians were iden
as Curtis Tfimmer o!
Foote Lane, Spring
Va., who was in a cot
GW Hospial with
over 90 per cent of his
and John“Rucker of
Paddington Lane: C
ville, Va., with s
internal burns and ¢
poisoning.

Among the other vt
all suffering from
tion of the toxic f
were the followin
released by the hospn

Jamie Hawkins,
Church: Wilham E
Alexandria; Anne
Bethesda; Robert M
Fairfax City; Pain
deYoung. Washir
Henry ose, Colt
Md.; Jane Cecc
McLean;Gail Sevin.
ington, Susan H:
Mabel Herbert, M
Ashby, Elvira Knag
nice Harrison and
Chesley.

The ~ following !
were treated:

Wayne Mywll,
Lohr, Steven W
Steven Sandy. W
Cascy, Larry Buck
ard Long, Jesse Ty:
William Handley.

This story was wr:
David Braaten base«
ports [rom Star
writers Charles M
Timothy Hutchens,
Crosby, Robert Pe
Lance Gay. __
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In Brilding Biast

By Douglas Watsorrand Patricig Camp

© Pout StateWritery

Voe electticiun was fatally
injubid, one eriticaltyinjured
and g} Joast 28 other persons,
inclyd!
wera admitted to hospitals
suffering from gas Inhalation
following explosions and fire
yesterday morning in the
basement of a new office
building at 2020 K §t. NW',

The explostons, which oc-
curred around 9:33 a.m. in the
main electrical panel of the
eight-story, largely completed
and partially oceupied
buildng, caused the emission
of a dapgergus gas that ac-
counted {ur most of the in-
juries.

Just  betore  midnight,
clectrician John [lucker, an
employeer of Walter (© Doc
and Co., died of severe burss
at  George  Washingron
Uruversity Hospilai  Curtis
Trmmer, also o Doe and Co.
electrician, was reparted In
crttical oot o eoely s
MOrning al v hosja' o

[.a, Cen.reolie tas an his
mud-30's .0 i kad  four
children,

21 District {iremen,

- smokd or gas MY
- eent of his body.

his late 2us mnd has two
children. o

Rucker een sdimitled
to the Laspl*~t.with seve

third-degree bl us s

Most of the others
hospitalized were reported in
satisfactory or better con-
dition. Some were admitted
for observation as wpll ag
{reatment. “ ..

The two clectricians were
working on the slectrical
panel when the explostons and

fire startedy  firaly. gaidag
Both  reportedTy™" Were
repairing an electrical switch

althe timeof tha explioslon.

An employee of the Penalor
Benefit Guaranty Corp., a
firm occupying the building's
top three floors, sald the ex-
plosions sounded "'lize rolling
thunder.” Ancther bullding
occupant sald he thought he
was hearing & Jackhammer.

"It was like pow, pow,
pow.”' a fire department of-
ficial said.

The other injured persons

Tenoeats, of TolMeygemre  admilted - fo three

Shidell 1+, seringlield, is iR owe EXPLODZ, 44, Col.1

i

hospitals and were treated for
possible exposure to hydrogen
chloride, a potentially lethal
chemical gas produced in
many electrical fires by the
melting of the plastic coating
around the wires.

-The wire cbating, made of
polyviny! chloride, decom-
pgoses when temperatures
reach 430 degrees Fahrenheit,
emitting the dangerous gas,
agcording to Dr. Victor Esch,
District of Columbia fire
department surgeon,

*Many occupants of the
building were not aware of the
{tre for several minutes, No
nearby buildings were
damaged.

Majorie Ashby, who works
on the seventh floor, said

later, “We heard a bell but we -

thought someone was stuck in
the elevalors. We tHen heard
sirens sd someone said,
‘Everybody's down there bt
us™ .

Efvies Knepp, who also
works.in the bullding, said,
“There were maybe 40 per-
sons coughing and gagging in
the lobby . The lobby was
completely filled with smoke
and there were several
firemen who were dropping
hke flies."”

Stephen Sandy. a D.C.
fireman who was asmitted to
Washington Hospital Center,
sard, I would have been OK if
[ didn't have ta give mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation [ was
heaving., coughing and
choking. [ couldn’t get my
breath.”

Deputy Fire Chief Wilham
Q. Stickley said that most ¢f
the 75 firemen who fought the
blaze had donned gas mesks
e added that many of them
ran out of oxygen before the.
cauld get back out of tke
bullding and were turced -
breathe the fumes.

s These masks carry be!
wéen 15 and 30 minutes of ...~
and a lot of guys extense-
thélr stay in the smoke whii.
they were searching f:o-
vietims,”' Sandy said k-
added, *'1 had to take oif ..
mask because the man "cne s
the injured electriciars: -..
stopped tbreathing’
needed to be resuscitaicd

The fire itsel lastes .
about an hour and was (-
fi to the basement ro >
whrre the electrical panel
hogsed. Firemenkeptwork -
in the building tMroughou &
moring, Using o) e
dissipate the gas and smione

“It wasn't a trermend:.
amount of fire but 1t cutro
densa smoke.”" Fire
Wuliam H. Casey sai¢
todk us 2 matter ui m.nute~ .
remove the two nmien. =
prablem was finding them |
thesmoke ' he zaid.

[t was unclear seay'wrds
what specificallv causes -
expiosions in the elocins
panel, Pclice quier .
play. A Petonac Eivoir oo
Power Co. empinyee s,
of the switchasrep re . -
been brakzn and va- e -
repairedd A supers -7 o
Walter & e oo -
emplova the two coen, |
declined commen:

A Pepca spoke
that the clvctrie Lo
notificd aty 380 0 -

o m -
T

w

CUNTINUED ... oL
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Fell 31in NW Buﬂdmg
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T ] ArIociated Fresi

Unidentifled fireman is asstste{rs-esterdny after leaving
; building at 2020 K Street.

" and that one of its emergency

crews cut off all electricity in
.the building by 10:21 a.m. by

'enterlng a nearby manhole

»injured

and turning off switches to
four transformers.

The building has been
partially occupied since July
and now is about two-thirds
filled. The top three [loors are
occupied by 230 employees of
the Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corp.. a U.N.  agency
established under pension
reform law 1o help protect
participants in private pef-
sion plans. Other than the
electricians and
firermen, most of the others
hurt were employees of this

" agency.

. matches

Another tenent is the Mernill
L.ynch, Pierce. Fenner and
Smith brokerage firm.

The building's general
contractor s the George
Hyman Construction Co.

A Pension Benc{it Guaranty
Corp emplovee said, *'People
didn't panic much. Nobody
really thought it was a fire at
first."" Occupants of the
huilding filed down durkened
stairwells with the help of
and cigarette

. lighters. One woman fainted

 on the sidewalk outside, of
ficials sawd

The Dirct firemen ad:

NW after explosion and fire.

Washington Hoapital Uer oo
were Jessie M. Ti-oo
Richard L. Lonz Stegpre:
Wright, Larry Buck, Rriert
A. Jacobs, Walker P (ar.
penter, Henry W, Asha.ir
James Monahan, Jonn W
Mulligan, RozeriLonr ™V e
Wyvill,  Raymon: o s
Willlam E  Smuth.
Blalock, Sephas Lyw.s o
Willlam Hane.eu

SrpdEroa

Firemen aurm
Providence Mo~z . .-
John Stone MWiliia=~ L ¢ s

Lee gnd s'wpnec
Firerman W i a—
adm.iten

Michael
Sandvy
Embry waz
George Washirg on Hos -
Other persons anm el ”
Washington Hospital ¢emier
were Mabel A Her'ﬂr an

Herbert, Camile Nornome
Marjeme  A-he = e
Cheslevbivira fomeinoan

Jame Harrisnn vome 0Tl
who also vorks at 0 .- B~
NW, way admatied 1 Ganrge
Washington Hospital
Emplovees of the Pronsoe
Renefit Guaronty Corp are
not expected ot work today
but have been .sxed ‘o retur:

to work Friday
Washinpgton -1 Lol

awpiter Pougtin €00 L Les
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lastic
umes

Insidious

Ry Margot Hornbliw ep

T Nttt e by

Hyvdrogen chioride, the gas
that apparently altected at
least 24 firemen and civilians
at anelectnical explosion here
vesterday. already has heen
responsible lor one Liremen's
death, D C tire ofhicials said
yvesterday '

The tireman. who died in
70, was ane of 15 firemen
who have been exposed to the
Jax heve during the last five
aeals, accordimy to pohee and
Jire cluve dicector e Rabert
her '
- L

The wen an under close
alservation bl no dong term
etheets oy e been observied
~'. Hyvdrogen  chlotde s
cpreduee] me clectieal bes
when the piashc costing
ataund the wrres, called
pubsvannt chlonpde, decom
poses mhaled the gas can
tause o potentialiv ratal ap
fhammuanion of the lungs o le
pulmonars eoem

| I P INTT | Sesterdan
Ahether Sne v b anmitied
foanee bospials tallow g ty
eaplosan were gtteeted by
Mbabiatiesor i deo Y.
thionie < noe the svmp.
Tems thioat yirttation,
headadc e D no cougtute e
sl to tnese of peney gl
stmohe mvhtion

Tl deogy ol brres o
ViV ing exteps oy e HErn g
Jastic vattier than naturag]
MR e Tt tremien myay

remomve thetr oxypen masks
toa soon Whitle hiack smoke
produced by house bites i o
clear  danger,  hvdrogen
chioryle can sonwtines be
eotortess aind does ot adwans
produce immerhale irrtation,
Dyer saud

“Moxt hremen are aware of
carbon monoxide.” he saud
“HBut they aren’t aware ol
hydrogen chlonide. So when
the hre seems to be out, they
teel secure about going inand
thev are exposed ™

The etlects of hydrogen
chigride sometimes are not
evident until 24 hours aftér the
tire The fireman who died in
19470, whose name was nol
available, did not go to the
hospital for his muldarritation
svmptoms, but the autops»
reverled thal exposure to the
gas caused his death, Dyver
sqidd,

The gas, sard Dr. Vidto
Esch, D (. lire tepariment
surgeon, " a hazard of Lhe
nccupation... We lve in i
plastic world.” D.U. hwe of-
licigls have been concerned.
he added. about the use of
polyvinyl chloride to cover
WITing

Ottictals at the Bureau ol

Sandards Center lor hire
vesearch said v would be
premature to han polvvinyi
chloride **There s no ip-
dication that we have any
sater material for wire 1n-
sulation,” said toxology chief
Merritt Birkey.

“No matter what burns i a
nire, there 15 4 potential risk
We don’t know 1f synthetic

.natenials are more toxic than

natural  materials It's

‘debatable whether hyvdrogen

chloride 1s hgh risk

Birkes saut he has been in
touch with.D C hre ofticials
and has approved several
grants o study the effects of
hydrogen chioride “Qut onlv
recommendation now is that it
is extremely important fnr
iiretighters to use their
nxygen masks

.

Dyer sand he had talked to

cother  doctors « and  hre

departments abuut the ofect~
af hyvdrogen chloride, hut had
never heard ol other fatahlies
tinked to the gas “This

tatahty i~ po~wibh a4 uniyue
Case,” Birhey said

He sawd that polvvinsd
chioritle s harder to burn than
ather plastice " The prohien
= that often the  polvvim!

Lees are ned pdeed seriogs
erough for a breathig ap-
paritus Thetr as a0 resuft o
b linhion here s severe
Fespuratory disttoss

Vet than pet oent o
those who die e hres, die of
wibkilation rather than buros,
according to the Bureau of
Noandards, and about 90 per
cent ot ihalabon deaths are
frused by carbon monexide

ASI 00006008
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**A building engineer
tried to put the switch back
in,”" Meyer continued, “but
when he did, he jammed it
and broke a pin. The two
electricians from the Wal-
ter Doe Co. were trying to
repair the switch while it
was hot, but they should
have called Pepco ahd had
them disconnect the current
to the building.”

While the two employes
were working, apparently
another short circuit touch-
ed off a series of explosions
and fires about 9:30 a.m..
accordidg to Asst. Chief
J.W. Lewis, who directad
dozens of firemen at the
scene,

William Embr"' of En-
gine One at 2225 M Si. NW
was one of the first threc
rescuers to reach the elec-
tricians lying in the vault,

All of the clothes were
burned off one of the men,
Embty said, and the rescu-
ers pulled h:m out. While

ulling the second man out.
owever, Fmbry s maix
ran out of air ho teak norif

gas.

“Unlike c¢ther types of
smoke that vou inhale with-
out a8 mask.” he said. "1t
leaves a burmng sensation
in the chest

AFTERWARD, ke snid.

he feit 'y ol poung
tght and became  faint
Other recwe sy baiped im

out. $nd he was admitted to
George Woshington an fair
condition

And so ros.uer; became
the rescued wha emerged
coughing ong choaing.
some after ncver having
taken off their masks. The
£as 1s insidious erough to
secp behind them

In yesterday s fire. there
were trerors from the
expiosions, fuchering of
lights and confusion about
what was happeming amon;
many of the 275 emploves o
the federas rersicn agency.
which direits r.tirement
funds of ccrapan.cs that
have gore cut ¢f dusiness.

Jane Ceccarelli. &n insur-
ance spcciahet, said. “The
lights went out The huild-
ing began r s=ak | It kept
on shaking. 11 tmok us quite
a whi'= 10 7 curselves to-
ether We . yrg bhells and
ther v =2 art L=vint g

MURRAY GELLER, the -

. agency's director of <om- ’

munications, said, “Initial-__
ly, I guess, we weren't sure
whether it was the elevator
alarm or whether it was a
fire alarm or fire drill.”
The agency's employes,
as well as those of Merrill
Lynch Pierce Fenner &
Smith on the third floor,
where about 50 people
work, groped their way
down darkened and smoke-
filled staircases to the
street. The building has
been partially occupied
since September, .

"It was lucky.” said
Mavbel Herbert of Rockville,
a secretary at the pension
agency whose 2]-year-old
daughter, Susan, passed
out. “‘Ordinarily, the stairs
are locked for security rea-
sons. But today, they were.
o

“I think they moved us
into the building too soon,”
said one secretary. “It's
still under construction.”

OCCUPANCY PERMITS
for the building have been
issued for only the third
floor, according to records
of the occupancy branch in
the city's economic devel-
opment dcpartment.

Ernest Pifer, the branch
chief. s2id there were rone
on file for the federal agen-
cy's floors and that inspec-
tors would be sent out today
10 determine why.

Usually, the symptoms
from inhalin§ the gas show
up about 12 hours later,
which is why £0 many peo- -

*were being held for
observation.

THE BUREAU of Stand-
ards has comrassioned

«—amencal guthorities to deter-

mine alternatives to the
lastic. One of them is Dr.
ves Alarie of the Universi-
ty of Puttsburgh, who said,
T don't know what materi-
al will replace it. You're nat
going to produce anything
1" at won't give off danger-
cus srroke unless you use
stainless steel.”

The plastic disintegrates
into about 75 products when
it burms, and some might
qive off even more toxic
material than chlorine gas.
*But the success of the re-
search is not finding what's
more toxic but in t'inding
what produces less smoke,
he said

- Rockville;

The hospitals listed the

following firernen as those
admitted in fair to good
condition:

Robert A. Jacobs, 58, of
400) East West HiEhway.
Chevy Chase; John H.
Stone, 37, of 6427 Silver
Ridge Circle, Alexandria;
Henry W. Ashauer, 40, of
4403 Independence St.,
ichael J. Lee,
38, of 9319 Avenel Road, Sil-
ver Spring; James Mona.
han, 2J, of 5651 Kennedy St.,
Riverdale; Jesse M. Tyson,
29, of 1932 Jackson St. NE;
Richard L. Long, 31, of 1512
Bright Seat Road, Land-

over:

Wwilliam H. Coasey, 37, of
1104 Colony Ridge Road,
Odenton, Md.; Stephen
Sandy, 28, of 18 Redspruce

Court, Byransroad, Md.;
Stephen Wright, 25, of 14417
South Ave., Oxon Hill;

Larry Buck, 28, of 15837
Grovewood Drive, Richie,
Md.: John Nulligan, 34, of
12419 Flack St., Wheaton;
Robert Lohr, 22, of 4141 N.
Henderson Road, Arling-
ton: Wayne Wyvill, 23, of
3900 Mitchellville Road,
Bowie: William Handley,
26, of 1123 Prince Road,
Uplger Marlboro;

aymond Gist, 35, of %008

THUKSDAY, UECEMBER 11, 14/

Lynnaian Drive, Oxon Hiil:

alker P, Carpenter, 34, of
8509 Richmond Ave., Alex.
andria; William E. Smith,
25, offf 3602 55th Ave.,
Cheverly; Cephas S. Lewis,
31, of 721 Rittenhouse St.,
Hyattsville; Frederick M.
Blalock., 37, of 1209 Sim-
mons Drive, Rockville, and
Embry. 39, of 5602 Burgan-
dy Place, Alexandria.

Others admitted were
Susan Herbert, 21, of 13812
Marianna Drive, Rockville,
and her mother Mabel, 55;

Elvira Knepp, 55, of 307
Penwood St., Exlver Spring;
Joyce Chesley, 30, of 6415
Pennsylvania Ave., Suit-
land: Janice Harnison, 32,
of 17th Street NW; Camille
Nathanson, 24, of 10900
Bucknell Dr., Silver
Spring; Marjorie Ashby. 30,
of 100} 30th St SE. and
Anne Guille, 31, of 5307 Rol.
ston Road. Bethesda. .-

Treated and released
were Gail Sevin, 29, of 2440
Virginia Ave. NW,; Jane
Ceccarelli, 50, of 77000 Tre-
meyne Place, McLean:
Henry Rose, 48, of 10691
Rain Dream Hill, Colum-
bia; Patricia DeYoung. 33,
of 2700 Virgima Ave. NW;
Robert Meyers. 43, of 5023
Gainsboro Road. Fairfax;
Jamie Hawkins, 35, of Falls
Church; John Hirchmarnn,
33, of 154 13th St. SE, and
Sharon Rosenberg, 23, of
2773 N. Washington Bivd.,
Arlington.
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° " Fire Is Laid
- To Wiring Break,

39 Hurt, 1 Dead

By Timothy Hutchens “Tuesday night there was a short
Washingion biae laft Writer circuit of some sort and the main

Two electricians should have made  SWltch opened up,” Meyer said in re-
sure the power was turned off before ~ counting events Yeldins up to the fire
they tried 10 repair a broken switch in the electrical room, reached by a
In the downtown building where fire  R8rrow hallway in the basemeant.
yesterday sent 39 people to the hospi- See FIRE, A8

«tal, according to the District's chief
electrical inspector.

One of the electricians died last
night as a result of injuries. The
other is in critical condition at
George Washington University
Hospitat with severe burns.

They “should have never worked
the switch live,” said William H.
Meyer, head of the electrical section
of the D.C. Economic Development
Department’s building. housing and
zoning bureau.

Meyer said the electricians and
their company, 8 Northwest Wash-
ington contracting [lirm, were
tompetent. But he said that the two
men got overconfident.

“Every electrician should know
better,'' he saud.

MEANWHILE, according to city
records, occupancy permits have
only been i1ssued for one of the four
floors occupied at the time of the fire,

The electricians are Curtis Trim-
mer, about 35, of the 7900 block of
Foote Lane, Springfield, who
burned over 90 percent of his body;
and John Rucker, about 20, of the
8200 block of Paddington Lane, Cen-
treville, who died of burns and smoke
inhalation at George Washingieess
University Hospial about 11:45 last

m%m.

n all, 31 people, including 21 fire-
men, were admitted to George
Washington and the Washington
Hospital Center for observation and
treatment.

They were injured after inhaling
the acrid, white chlorine gas given
off by the polyvinyl chicride insula-
tion used for electrical wiring and

anels in the new buile.ng at 2020 K

t. NW,

Another eight peopie who work for
the Pension Benef:t Guaranty Corp., . ",
on the fifth, sixth und seventh {loors - W i
of the eight-story bu;‘ding' were =Washingtan Star Photsgrapher Paul Schmick

treated at Geotge Wash
 vated Be Washington 3"'51 ; D.C. firemen take o1y 3cn to combat effects of furnes ereated by the fire.
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