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Sorry for the delay in replying. Thursday 6 in the moming would be fine. |EE.i»
copy, will get in contact with you for the preparations.

Thanks and looking forward to the discussion,

Aurel
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IRE: Meeting with 3M Thursday6or Friday 7 morning

Dear Mr. Ciobanu-Dordea/ Dear Aurel,

1 would like to follow-up on this email sent to you early ast week. We were wondering whether you
would have any availabilty to meet withourJ in town next week? Would perhaps Thursday morning
(8:30-9:30) or Friday work for you? Please let me know what would be the timeslots free in your
calendar.

We would like to talk about the strategic execution of the green deal: importance of specialty chemicals
/ materials or strategic value chains in Europe and innovation angle/search oralternatives. The
objective of this meeting is to exchange with you re. strategy & policy coordination.

Thank you foyourattention and apologies fo short notice but | think canbeavery valuable exchange.

Kind regards,

3M Sere,
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Dear ir. Giobanu Dodea/ Dear Aurel,
twas very ice meeting you25a chai of AmCham EU Eniranment Commie arly September
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Thank you to let me know whether you would be available and what day/time.
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Subec: RE. Thank you alow up fom discussion
Dear ork -
Toarkyou for follwing up. 1tee[J os provide you withthe materials. My apologies for
not nclucing tn crete.
Feses wha boom ¥ Thoatsany comments or questions onthe ater, nappy otalowrugrwits
You and youe sar at Your convenience
look orwardo continthe discussion
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Dear Ms. Fink‐Hooijer ‐  

Thank you again for our discussion early July about the EU Green Deal, EU Industrial Policy and the need 
for specialty chemicals to achieve EU strategic objectives (green, digital, resilient / strategic autonomy). I
would  like  to stress again 3M’s support  for a strong single market and  the EU Green Deal objectives,
including  the  zero‐pollution  ambition. Recalling  our  discussion  on  the  need  for  companies  to  have
certainty and balanced future legislation to plan investment, I would like to reiterate the following points:

 Regulating  PFAS  requires  pragmatism  (“smart  grouping”):  The  EC  should  not  embark  into 
banning all PFAS without a full understanding of its broad impact. There is a need for closing the 
data gap as  to which PFAS poses an unacceptable  risk  to  the environment or health, and  for
ensuring that the EU industry has the time to develop suitable alternatives. We would like to ask
the EC to consider an alternative (grouping) approach for regulating PFAS. For example, a decision
tree based on risk assessment, starting with the analysis of (eco)toxicological profile of relevant
PFAS and their use, would be useful. 

 Durable products will  require persistent materials  (contribution  to  circular economy): Many 
products need the functionality provided by individual PFAS to be durable and perform over time
under demanding,  sometimes extreme,  conditions. Despite  the negative perception  currently
assigned  to  the  persistence  of  PFAS,  it  can  be  beneficial  as  it  enables  critical  performance,
durability  and  functionality  of  the  application.  Persistence  can  also  support  the  circular
economy’s approach (performance = less materials needed, durability = less waste generated). 

 Substitution will  take  time and will be challenging  for some applications. Some applications 
(especially  industrial ones) will have more difficulties with replacing PFAS than others without 
compromising on the safety and performance. Inertness and durability are key requirements for
certain  applications,  and  such  functionality  cannot  be  easily  substituted  with  non‐PFAS 
alternatives.  In  cases  where  durability  is  required,  an  alternative  would  very  likely  also  be
persistent. 

 Health science on PFAS is not settled. While “legacy PFAS” like PFOA and PFOS can bioaccumulate
in humans, it is key to recognize that these legacy PFAS‐substances are no longer manufactured
or used in Europe and their levels have been steadily dropping since the past 20 years. It is equally 
important to acknowledge that scientific evidence demonstrates no cause‐and‐effect relationship 
for any of the studied effects at levels people are exposed to. As a matter of fact, there is a large 
safety margin  between  the  no‐observed‐adverse‐effect  level  (NOAEL)  assessed  in  laboratory
animals and the measured levels in humans or nature. 

 Need to distinguish between  legacy PFAS and modern Fluoro‐chemistries. While  legacy PFAS 
such as PFOA and PFOS have been found to bioaccumulate  in humans, this  is not true for the
shorter chain PFAS and other PFAS structures (e.g. fluoropolymers). Human biomonitoring results 
continue demonstrating this as well. 

 PFAS emissions in the environment can be controlled and will be further limited. 3M committed 
to  reduce  PFAS  discharges  by  more  than  99%  by  2024.  In  addition,  we  are  working  with
downstream  users  and  industry  partners  to  control  emissions  throughout  the  life  cycle  of
products (closed systems, recovery, recycling). 

 
I look forward to continuing our discussion and thank you for any feedback. I attach for your information
the final version of the 3M presentation from our meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
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