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May 2, 1947

Dr. R. A. Kehoe
Kettering Laboratory of Applied Physiology  
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, 19, Ohio

'

Dear Dr. Kehoej :

We wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter  
of April 21, 1947 in which you report blood analyses on two of  
our workmen. There was no statement for your services in this  
letter, however if you will forward a bill we will return a  
check to you promptly. fCCc/.t's /-r *'  t

There was a similarity of names on two of the men  
H I H H H W ) to which you refer, this similarity un­

doubtedly caused some confusion because both of these men were  
lead spray painters and both had been analyzed previously. How­
ever, had complained of severe abdominal cramps and
was hospitalized by Dr. Siegel. Dr. Siegel asked for a lead  
analysis to rule out the possibility of lead poisoning .

In the case of we were quite dis­
turbed to find the report t n a ^ y o ^ m a a e i n  March 1947 was high,  
particularly because this man had been off the job for a whole  
year, and that the worker who took his place had shown no in­
crease in lead level for that year. After receiving your report  
we checked again and found that the man ate his lunch at the  
lead bench contrary to previous instructions. This condition  
has been corrected, the man is now given ample time to wash  
before eating, he has stopped smoking at the bench and we have  
provided a new type ventilator that reaches within 6 inches of  
the work. Vie are running aerial tests on this ventilator and  
will advise you of the results.

We have valued your past associations and have tried  
to make our records fully available to you. This last time  
there was confusion as to whether Dr. Siegel or myself would  
furnish the clinical data, Dr. Siegel and I will work together  
to wrap all this past data in a single package for you and in  
the future will see that you receive the Information promptly
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and regularly. Dr. Siegel is our plant physician and if you  
would prefer to send your medical interpretations to him it  
will be satisfactory since we work together on the plant hygiene  
program» .

You can expect to hear from us within one week to give  
you all the information to bring your records to date. We ar e 
anxious to see that you have as much information as possible to  
round out your data and we will cooperate all possible toward  
that end.

Cordially,

ALUMINUM ORE.COMPANY

R. C. Roberts  
Industrial Hygienist
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Eobert A. Kehoe, M. L .  
College of Medicine Eden Avenue  

Cincinnati 19,  Ohio.

Mai' c, 1947

Aluminum Ore Company,  
E&st Et. Louis,  
Illinois.

Attention i Mr. !.. C. Leberts

Analysis of Blood and Urine for Lead

 ̂• ■ 'i < ■«!’ a \j  • \j \j
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April 21, 1947

Mr. F. C. Roberts,  
Aluminum Ore Company,  
East St. Louis, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Roberts:

I am 3 endlng---you, herewith analytical., reports, on the b lood and  
urine Incidentally,
ref erenceb^our^epor't 'bf March l^Sn^eiaai i^r^te that William  

was the other man whose lead absorption was believed by  
u ^ t o b e  significant, on the basis o i^ae analytical results  
therein reported. The x-esults on on the contrary, sho wed
nothing of consequence.

The present results, with respect t o c o n f i r m  those pre­
viously obtained, in demonstrating that his recent lead exposure  
has not been of the hazardous type- In the case of Boschenreither  
the low value obtained on the urine is nob to be taken too se riously  
in view of the continued elevation of the lead concentration in the
blood^^It l ryh^Ishould point out to you that in the case of  a man
l i k e w h o s e  lead exposure has gone on over a  
considerable periocT of time, it is not to be supposed that th ere
would be any significant change in the findings after only a mont h,
even if he had been removed completely from all exposure. It takes  
months to eliminate lead from the body, when it has accumula ted  
therein over a period of months or years * In general, a man whose  
lead exposure has lasted over a period of years would requir e six  
or eight months to reduce the lead content of his body to the p oint  
where the analytical findings would approach normal values. In  
this instance the low value found in the urine is merely t he result  
of chance variation, since the results obtained on the urine from  
hour to hour and from day to day may vary quite significan tly.

I am writing these words to you rather than to Lr. Siegel, since I  
have no way of telling what the relationships of your company are  
to Dr. Siegel. If he is your company physician, and if he makes  
clinical observations on these men, he should send me the clinical  
information that he has for our records, since otherwise we are  not  
obtaining the Information that we should have. As I pointed out to  
you originally, this is a research laboratory, and while we are  
willing to be helpful, our work of this sort is conducted primarily  
to obtain information. Therefore, If clinical information is  
available, we shall insist on having it in the future. If Dr. Siegel  
merely collects these samples for you at your- request,  it is a  
different matter. I make these comments not only because of the  
necessity of our obtaining as much useful Information as we can, but  
also because all information of this type is medical information and  
it should be handled between medical men. The Interpretation of
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Mr . K • C • Roberts
- (2j - April 19^7

plays lological  
and mis leading

and clinical data is othervlse
lilcely to be incorrect  

Very truly yours ,

r AK ef  

Enc .
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Material:  

Submitted:

Required:

Urine and Blood

1|-1I l —lq7  by Dr.  Siegel, Aluminum. Oro Coranany,  
3. St. Louis, Illinois *

Lead analyses

URIBE

Analysis Humber  

Volume

Specific Gravity  

Mg. Pb/Liter

BLOCD

Analysis Humber  

Grams

Jigs. Pb/lOO Grams

J4.7A-2727  

56 ml.  

1.022  

0.07

I4.7A- 272 S

Spectrographic Pithizone

15*1+ 20.5

O.O65 C.OJq

Samples Collected: Ii.-li-i;7  

Samples Received: k- lk-^  

Samples Reported: k-17~lf7
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Käme:

Material:

Submitted

Urine and Blood

LL-li; —Lj-Y  "by  Dr. Siegel, Aluminum Ore Company,  
E. 3t. Louis, Illinois '

Required: nead Ana3.yses

URI HE

Analysis Lumber - ÌJ.7A-2725

Volume £-1“ ui ii-J. *

Specific Gravity - 1.027

Mg. Pb/liter - O.Ok?

An alys i s Uumb er - k 7^--2726

Spect rograph ic D i thizone

Grams
n  r\  o•* L,  O • C. 20.7

Mgs. Pb/ lOQ G-rams i o . o C
o

vn O .O65

Samples Collected: k-ll-k.7  

Samples Received: L-iL-k?  

Samples Reported: k“i?”k7
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