
K
F

 
0

0
0

0
3

9
6

January  6 , 1938

Dr* H enri ü i r o l r e  
2 Rue S cr ib e  
Nantes (L o ire  I n fe r ie u r )  
France

Doofcor G lro tre  t -

I  am sending to  you
h erew ith  th e  a n a ly t ic a l  r e s u l t s  on the samples o f 
fece s  which you se n t to  us some time ago* I  am 
send ing  you an a d d i t io n a l  copy w ith  the  Idea th a t  
you may w ish to  forw ard i t  to  M. Savoy.

I t  i s  a m a tte r  of con­
s id e ra b le  I n te r e s t  to  me th a t the f e c a l  sam ples 
co n ta in  somewhat la rg e r  q u a n t i t ie s  of lead  than do 
correspond ing  samples from American workmen. I  
would n o t w ish to  hazard  a guess as to  why th is  Is  ■ 
th e  c a se , b u t a t  any r a te  i t  j u s t i f i e s  my op in ion 
th a t  French food In g e n e ra l is  n o t l i k e ly  to  be 
low er in  i t s  le ad  con ten t than Is  American food .
That th i s  la r g e r  q u a n t i ty  o f lead  i s  n o t due to  a 
la rg e r  q u a n t i ty  o f  f e c a l  sample i s  shown by the 
f a c t  th a t  the le ad  co n cen tra tio n  as expressed  In 
m ill ig ram s p e r  gram o f fe jea l a sh , i s  a lso  ap p rec iab ly  
h ig h e r than th a t  seen  In the case of American workmen.

I  have n o t taken th e  time
to  C a lcu la te  the mean va lue  fo r  the lead  in the f e ca l  
samples o r in  r e la t io n  to  the  ash  c o n ten t of the  fec e s . 
However th is  mean f ig u re  i s  over h a l f  a m il l ig ram  per 
sample of fe c e s  and Is  very  n e a r ly  tw o -ten th s of a 
m ill ig ram  per gram o f f e c a l  ash . I t  would seem from 
th ese  f ig u re s ,  th e re fo re , th a t  th e  average French 
workman takes in  from two to  th re e  tim es as much lead  
In h is  food as does the average American workman*
This conc lusion  is  d o u b tless  much, too  sweeping in  view 
of th e  l im ite d  number of c a se s , h u t i t  i s  p robab ly  not 
too  f a r  from the t r u th .

; Allow me to  wish you, some­
what t a r d i l y ,  the b e s t  o f ev e ry th in g  during  th is  new 
y e a r.

C o rd ia l ly  y o u rs .
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