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SUBJECT:  Asbestos: Substitution of other Rhodesian Cnrysotile
Grades for Gredes C and U

This will reply to your memorandum of August < on
tne aubove subject und is a further reply to your memorandum ot
July 1<, 1943.

1 have checked your recolilcction of Mr. Utley Gaith's
statemsents at the Operating Committee of July 2, last both with
MNr. Smith and with the minutes of the meeting. [ find that both
differ with your understanding of what he saia. Possibliy Mr.
McDougal and you sisunderstood his for I believe his stutezent
was to the effect thut when the Mission went to uwondon, they
were informed as to the unsatisfactory results of certain tests
conducted by the firs of ieasby und Mattison.

The ten tons each of Vra-3 and 4 imported into the
United Stautes in the first quarter of 1943 were for the purpose
of permitting the fira of Johns Manville to conduct tasts sizilar
to those previousiy msae by Keasdby and Mattison. I understana
thut these tests have since beenr mace ana that they have provea
. unsatistactory. Obwiously Wr. Smith's reference to tests,
nentioned in my previous paragraph, was to those conducted by
Aeusby ana Maviisun ana not to those conducted by Johns Uanville.

The Cork, Asbestos ana ribrous ulass Livision of
W.P.B. agreed to the statement in the Asbestos Report saying,
"the matter o1 running the sanufacturing tests .... is dbeing
sonsidered by the spnropriate nmcln of the U.S., Government"
" becu'ige they =zres c¢{]i prepared ¢~ bdring pressure to bear on the
industry to run additional tests if in their estimation conduimn
wurrant such action.
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The above should clarify the situation with
respect tos

{«) The spparent misunderstanding on your
part of Mr. Salth's stutement at tne Opouung
Committes Mesting on July 3.

(b) The status af test runs to dutae.

. The Cork, Asbestos and Fibrous Giuss Division make the
suggestion that Messrs. Twrnsr and Newall, Ltd. in Englund, being
the parent company uf Keusby and In.uoon. und being fully informed
both as to United States manufacturers preferences, with respect
to grades, and as to manufacturing tests which have been made in
this country, that the Ministry of Supply cantagt thea if they should
wisn any further information om the subject.

‘A. B. Tatistcheff
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