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Dear Dr. Kehoe: ' .

While Jim Boudreau is on his "western trip I am sendin g 
direct word to you here about something going on in Los Angeles, con-  
ceming smog, that may be of background interest to you should you  
not have heard of it. She extent to which it is import ant I think  
will become clear only in a few weeks' time. ^

As a result of testimony before a House Small Busines s sub­
committee, headed by Representative James Roosevelt , last month, the  
Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County has unde rtaken a new in­
quiry into whether or not smog is lethal. The testimo ny, which was  
conflicting, was given by Dr. Clarence Mills, Df. Franc is M. Pottenger,  
and Dr. Paul Kotin of the University of Southern Califo rnia.

According to prior announcement, the subcommittee s et up  
hearings to find out: the effects of smog on agricu lture and other  
forms of business in the Los Angeles area, with a v iew to determin­
ing whether federal aid on the problem should be ste pped up. The  
hearings were held in Los Angeles on May IS and 19.

Justwhat the origin or order of the testimony in qu estion  
was I do not know, but Dr. Mills was quoted as saying , "As of 195h  
figures, there are 350 cardiac .and respiratory deat hs a year in Los  
Angeles either directly or indirectly attributable t o smog." He spoke  
of cumulative effects. ; He also criticized the county's: standards  
of air contamination used in sounding alerts. Represen tative  
Roosevelt called his data "rather startling and frig htening." '

Dr. Pottenger asserted at the hearings that the Los Angeles  
County Medical Association is agreed that "air pollut ion can cause  
death," and that some doctors have listed smog on de ath certificates  
as a factor in the deaths. He added, "I am seeing in  private practice  
more cases of lung cancer than ever before."

In contrast, Dr. Kotin said, according to the Los Ang eles  
Examiner, "Living in Los Angeles carries no greater  likelihood of  
death than living in New York, Chicago or any other A merican, city. ,  
Panic (because of smog here) is very definitely not the order of the
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day." He denied there was information available to p rove that smog  
shortened life spans. Asked, "Would you say Dr. Mil ls’ figure is  
exaggerated?" he answered, "I won’t say it is right  or wrong; I ;
just say I don't believe it."

• Soon afterward at a meeting of the Los Angeles Co unty Board
of Supervisors this testimony was discussed and Sup ervisor Kenneth  
Hahn proposed an inquiry to clear up the relationshi p of smog and  
death ("these rumors and half-truths") once and for all. The Board  
directed its "smog chairman," Roger W. Jessup, to ge t a transcript  
of Dr. Mills' statements at the hearing, and to conf er with the Los  
Angeles County Medical Association and the U. S. Publ ic Health Service.  
Whether the inquiry will go beyond these sources has  not been indicated.

Incidentally, Supervisor Jessup is involved in a race  for  
retention of his position in Hovember's general elec tions. Early this  
month in the primary elections he .lost heavily to c andidate Warren  
Dorn, mayor of Pasadena. The main issue between the  two was smog,  
with Jessup, a veteran of 2k  years as a Supervisor, being accused by  
Dorn of delay and repression of facts. Each has much  campaigning to  
do yet. Jessup has been the Supervisor most involved with the doings  
of the county's Air Pollution Control District (APCD), whic h reports  
to the Board*

A day or two after the Supervisors met, Dr. Edward C.  Rosenow,  
president of the Los Angeles County Medical Associa tion, wrote Supervisor  
Hahn. He said, "The Board's decision to establish a pro gram to evaluate  
medical opinion relative to the possible harmful eff ects of smog...has  
the concurrence of the Medical-Association. .

"The Association promises full cooperation in this ne w en~  
deavor...through Dr. Francis M. Pottenger, Jr., head of t he Association’s  
smog committee, and the 6, 7OO5physicians of the Association.”

Dr. Pottenger has been reported as saying since the Roosevelt  
hearing that the smog committee of the Medical Associ ation disclosed  
a year and a half ago that air pollution can cause de ath, and that the  
present standards of pollutants in the air and the alert system do not  
safeguard public health. .. -

County Administrator Arthur J. Will, who reports to  the  
Supervisors, has been quoted as saying in connection with the Board's  
inquiry that, "The organization which has done the m ost work in smog  
is the U. 3. Public Health Service."

"They’ve flatly said, they have found no evidence th at smog  
has even contributed to the death of anyone here."

We expect to find out how the inquiry is progressing , and  
whether lead has been or might be brought into it, f rom the Western Oil  
ana Gas Association. Should you wish it, I shall try t o learn something
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further also, from WOGA, about the Los Angeles Coun ty Medical Association's  
report of a year and a half ago, referred to by Dr.  Pottenger. I know  

you may have seen this.

Sincerely
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