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"Dear-Dr.;Kehoe"~

‘ dhlle J*m Bouareau dis on his western trip I am sendlng
ec ord to }ou here about something going on in ‘Los Angeles, con-
in g smog, “that may be.of backgroun& interest to you should you
t have heard of it. The extent to which it is 1mnertant I think
l become clear only in a few weeks' time.
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e Ll As fI- 8 reault of testlmony aefore a House Small Bu51ness sub~-
eommlttee, headed by, Representative James.Roosevelt,. last month the
" "Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County has undertaken a new. in- -
;ij]-qulry into’ whether or not smog is léthal. The vesuemony, which was.
y vconfllctipg, was ‘given by Dr. Clarence Mll1s, Dr. Francis M. Pottenger,
£ and Dr. Paul Ketln ‘of the Uhlver51ty of aouthern Californla.' .

s Aceordlng to prlor announeemenu, ‘the supcommlttee set up
5heerings to flnd out the ef;ects cf smog on agrleu¢ture asd other

i o : uust %hat uhe orlgin o1~ order of the tesUlmony in questlon
‘jw?was I do not: know, but Dre Mills was quoted as saying, "As of 1954

" figures, there are 350 card ac and respiratory deaths a Jear in Los
Angeles either directly or in&*rectly'attrlbutable to smog. _He-spoke - .
f‘cumulatlve effects.ﬂ He also eriticized the ~county’s: standards - :
> f ontamination: used in sounding alerts. Representatlve L
oosevelt»called hls ‘data "rather startllng and frlghtenlng.,.‘,»

s Dr. Pottenaer aoserted at ‘the hearlngs that the Los Angeles 8
ounty'Medlcal Assoc1at10n is agreed “that "air pollution cen cause
‘death;" and that some doctors have listed smog on death certificates
‘as a factor in the deaths. He added, "I am seelng‘in_prlvate practice
‘?;more cases of lung cancer than ever before. .

In contrast, Dr. Kbtin said, according to the Ios Angeles
ﬁ?yaminer, "Living in Los Angeles carries no greater likelihood of
‘death than llving in New York, Chlcago or any other American, city. o
1Panic (because of smog“here) 1s very definitely not the order of the '
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day.".  He denied there was information available to prove that smog
' ghortened life spans.. Asked, "Would you say Dr. Mills' figure is
exaggerated?" he answered, "I won't say it is right or wrong; I
gust say I don‘t believe it." . :

Soon afterward at a meeting of the Los, Angeles County “Board
of Supervisors this testimony was discussed and: ‘Supervisor Kenneth
.~ Hahn 'proposed an 1nqpiry to - ‘clear up. the relationship of smog and
... death’ (“these rumérs and half-trnths") once and for all. The Board
- “directed its "smog ‘chairmen,” Roger W. Jessup, to' get a transcrzpt
of Dr. Mills' statements 8%t the hearing, and to confer with: the Ios:
Angeles County Medieal Associstion and the U. S< Public Health: Service.
Whebher the inqniry w1ll go beyond these sources has not been ¢n§1cated.‘

, , cideﬁtally, Supervisor Jassuy is involved in a race for
- “etentlon of his position in November's general elections. ZEarly this
‘ ~vanuh in-the primary elections he lost heavily to cendidate Warren
. Dorn, mayor of Pasadena. The main 1ssue between the two was smog,
~with-Jessup, & veteran of 24 years ‘as a Supervisor, being accused by .
“Dorn of delay and r epression of facts.. " Ezeh has much campaigning 1o
oo do yeta Jessup has ‘been the Supervisor most involved with the doin gs
- of the county's &ir Pollutlon Control District (APCB,, which report3r
to the Board. ‘

oy A day ar two after the Supervisors met, Dr. dﬁ ard C. Rosenow,
- pvesident of the Los ‘Angeles County Medical Assoczatlon, wrote Supervisor
,ﬁann. He said, ’“The Board's decision to establish a program to evaluate
‘mealca¢ opinlon relatzve -£o the possible harmful effects of smog...has
ube copcur*ence of the FEdical Associatlon.

T o e Assocl tlon promises fukl Lcoyeratlon 1n thzs new en~
eavo;...uhrcuoh Dr. Francis M. Pottenger, Jr., head of the Assoc1at10n S
‘smog commlttee, and +he 6, 700 phy51cians of *ha»Assonlazlon.

o Dr.. Pottenger has been renorted as- saylng sxnee the ‘Roosevelt
”V‘hearlng that the smog committee of the Medical Association disclosed o
a year and a half sgo thet air pollution cen cause death, and that the
present standards of pollufan»s in the air ana the alert: SYoEum do not
:safeguard public health. ' : : -

o Countv Adminlstrator Arthnr J. Wili, who reports t0 the

_Superv1sors, has . been quoted as saying in connection with the Board's s
Anquiry: that,'“mhe organization which has done the most work in smog ;;f
Tfis the U, S« Publlc Health Service." . : oy

FS "”hey ve flatly said,  they have found no evidéﬁce_that smog-
- has even contributed to the death of anyone here.” "

e . Ve expect to find out how the inqplry is progressing, and
“*:whether lead has been or might be brought into it, from the Western 0il
fand Gas Association._ Should you wish it; I uhall try to learn something
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if;further also, from'WOGA, ‘about the Los Angeles County Medlcal Assoclation S
report of & year and a half aﬂo, referred to by Dr. Pottenger. '

I kow
you may have seen uhlS.

S*ncevely




