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inyl-chloride moniforing “2
Ry BENNIS POLITE amount of caposurs 10 workers, and cone T
Lawisvibe Yimes Slatf Wedee ditions {or WmORIIONDE exmssure, The |

s¢ B. F. Geodrich Co. plant on Belis standatd was 300 paris per million; it wag -
» ey it whii upgrade i monitoning  hinged 1030, .
derds for workers who are cxposed  1i wara potiion of this temporary slan- -
fay) ehloside. dud of whith Goodsich was found in W9
he federal Cocupstionil S:!e-)' and lston. i
5 Adminisiralion (OSHA) ciled 1the  “The standard Tequifes in purl that
it Yast month for faiture to propetly wotkess wear a Moailoring device -on
allor worker exposure lo vinyl cn,o.- their unifonms to record the mmn& ol
“vizyl chloride in the afr.

e citatios was issued afier a0 erlier  Goodrieh bad momitoring devices, but ;
t?ﬂ; the‘.am-» by a federal occups 3.::;. of the type called Ior in the stan. .
33 _\(.QD.'SL

iondnich hos dexided not io contet the © g statement te the company exid, “The
tion, s53 wili Bring ils mosiloring pro-" company pointed out to ORHA baé in
are for workers inio lize with tae fod 2ddition 10 perconnel monilonog 8. 7.
| slandard, acceTring (0 FTank Flald- Goodrich his been tiofh# exiensive moni
», area OSHA direcior, He said the wnnz even bevond (B2t required in the

LTI

rirer

1pany was very coeperstive. . .ﬂ). standaril” 1 )
: Tl W, _{t‘ “The commuy said it I mst.llxa; the i >
T Cmpavy coopenative om0 Mms 15 catled for In the stendard. ;-

-~ 31 sajd 31 §id nol coniest the OSHA tita-
pecaically, U cilition cba:t'eé that - tion in_order. lo. ”m‘, l"te Tnatier |
company Iu-.ed 10 monilor & sulii memb‘.

1 nomber 01 t:rpk\\ts 6 tha! a repre - - -
tative_sample of exposure 0 ¥ilSl  Flinaga seid lhe visit to Goodrich “r
wide may be Selermined.” - ‘itw hygiecist was prompied by the cow
umgms olfite emphasized. a8 did- . paBy’s involveraeat with viayl chloride.
crmpany, 1hat it did not find exposure

‘k 2bove ihe govermmemt Flandard Says chemieal ‘farget heallh bxand
s it visied 1he plant. The stapdard ¢
w more than 50 parts of viny} ehiloride e s3id the chemical is 2 “larget health

-aillion paris of air. 2ard” such pet ial astention
Ziny] chloride is a rzs. It s used in the ;‘rvm m;’::;:u me‘;’;".";:‘;& ailenls

dutlion of polivinyl chloride, & Wild 1y wag sdéed 10 2 dist which contsing |
blosk for many’ piastics. such things as asbesios and lead, after it
Ixposure to vinyl ciloride is thought €3 determimed thal cxposure 1o vinyl
t2ust the rafe jiver CanpCel. angIOtal (soods noceibiy caused CANCKT, -
n2 There have been six Geaths of 105 oyp g548 i
1 Goodrich workers {rom 1hal canref * Apxsgph Kemlacky haxs its own oceopy i
ce 1955. y tional bealth and safely siandadrs, Flana:
The Bust desth was uncovered I mn gid, the termporeTy siandard on vInsi i
Aly. Two oiher workers, both Livings cntoride is not among the slate regu- .}
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3 have the caaces. Istions. | 330
T = L -Sinee ‘the federai standard is more if
iaitks corpaay’s action R f”’smagtn: it applies to Goodrich saitier i+

- then 2 state rule, be said, il
¥ben Goodrich announced in January Under e foderal rule, Goodrich musy |:
i3t sospacted that exposure to vin¥l pmple exposure no less Srequeatly tzam
oride cdussd the cancel, it sprked 3 Tyrerty, until it gets resolis growing ire 1;

U‘*r ct attions b\ gc‘rﬂ‘nmenl snd the }ﬂtl below N 93-!15 per raiilion paris of ; = . ST

fastey air {57 (hree consdcutive v.zexs. Then te
me 0{ the government’s aclions was (6 - maonitering c2n be done ﬂC"‘Lbh as Jong ‘,
sl & temporary siandard on the 5 woreadings are sdove 0. ;%
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J. L. Nelscn — Trie w2 read to Dennds Toliite of the louwlsvilile Times yegierday in
resjonss %0 a guery aboui ihe puster of expioyses currently at bese
and {zeir cocpencatlion,

. August 14, 1978 V. T, Duke

STATEAENT FGR USE TN REPLY TO GUERY FROM PENHIS POLITE

It is our practice to remove employess with liver abrormalities from their
jobs when our plant physician fée?s it is warranted. In some cases, these
employess are soved to stherwork., In c-{hér cases they are sent hose until
furz:f;er diagnostic study can be compieied or the ebnormality is corrected.
The nuzbar of such enmployess has been small. Nona of these esmloyees sent

home have been laid off. They are receiving full benefits under our programs.
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By DENNIS Fﬂl.n‘l‘-: ..
Wﬂm SN Wt
Tre B. F. Coodsit C"*m*._\ C9. here
bas found c-.:r*»s in ti2 iivers” of eizhi
workers ¥bo have hera e:;osaﬁ 1o viz¥l
chloride and b furiougesd them enil
it can b2 deireninsd if additiosal expo-
sure would ™ barmial

The workess, all of whoms will continue
to me.wt their fuil p3y “for e time
being." were removed from the plast o't
Balls Lane o 1d¢ axivice of medml

ejudkmwthadsenmehauu
in thelr Jiver: we mrenekd i 18 Gue (o
vinylchlosice expoenrs)” one perron oon-
prcted wilh the company easd. ke asked
1ot to be iratified,

The coryorate bradgquarters i Akrom,
Ohio, irzund a thizmont on {2 practice
after a reporter inquired abowd ihe mal-
ters

1t has beem oo p:rt:ce to remove
employes with Jiver ilmormalities {rom
their jobz whsa the pland (do ’f-,) f:\:.‘;s
it iz warmnted. jo Kzae Eos they ane
sont ‘mme m‘d f:.-r’.h»: :x,,.,cszc sc.;.o'
2an b compitied of e simormality can
be cormscied, The cumber ol suell em-
ploves hus been emnil™

1109 esployed here

The Looinvills plad employs  shout
1.100 varons Ooe tovipany ofdicial (old
Tha Tioss tht tie praciice of sending
e DDA was Lw-un caly «dout ihree
works 230,

Anethar said, however, that it hes bern

PiRg oa. e Foutumy, when the find

Uving victinm wes found.
=t worker vho knew of fellow em-
rioves Deink sent homes seid voraers be-
fizve more suUriovshi LY come.
Six {ormer workers at iha Selis Lane
Goodrich plant bave ¢izd of = rare liver
canser thouzint 1o be caused by exvosure

 1g.ving] etlcride. Two clzer worken sull

Hyinz have the cancer but are Deing
$resind.

Worldwide, abott 23 cazes of the can
cer, calicd anziccarcosas, have been un

. cowered tinee Janurry, wian Goodrich
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.aenounced that B smrpecied evposure to

the ehzmical, 3 gax, cavved the cancer.
Stete and {cderzl vocopstional haelth
sfiicials have laken actions to lower the
exposure level of workers Lo viayl chioe
ride.
Viny]l chloride s used in the produc-
{ien of polyvinyl ehloride, n»o' build.
ing blorx in moR plssiies. It is aliso wsed

.23 a progeliant ia some seresols. The gav-

smmant has o5 elied zome users of b

£25 35 3 propeiisst 1o reesil theis Proa-
gty bocavse of wm..,xe dmzer to
humans.

This Istent 2ction by Gondrie‘t will con-

{i: n—e wEChEVET en 27e (o und with {ivaee

chenges yousibly ccusd by exposure o
vinyl ehlarine, a company eificial said. A
sompety telding progrars vegun i {ke
fall s{ 1573 twrr.ad up the oen sent bome,

The official z2id there i no evidance
that further caposure will aaqraveie e

liver comanions found in the men, dat -
they were sent home 25 8 precaulicnzry

actisn.

Ne :2id mo ewdenee oxizts that tha
prisent leieq of exposure inside the plaat

—c2:d 15 bo ig the range of lesx thas 15
perts ¢f vinyl ctisside por miildon parts
of air—miil haroy anvoenc.

Until the Gondrich sitvation devtlf.vrml.
the govermment stendard on vinyl ¢ Ho
ride ailonsd workers 19 be exwed to
up to 133 parls per militon parts of sir.

;..wd to lower the expdsure
See LIVER CHANGES'

Batk page, ool § 1kis section
_—____‘__*W"'
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: Contisved From fage One S < Balety regulztion: row require worken
: - o w3y cerizin es0ipmest when o :
level to no more than 50 parls WP Wik £lnn vats, Previsusiy, h'\n!'\'rr:l.,p ,2?,, : .

lioa. L _ . w2l U'ze) wore cm) Mr Masks, : '

Zeto Irved méﬂ c :

Tho Niztional Isstitule of Qeocurnstional -
Salely 2nd Reolth bss rovommenged that |
_ the US, Labor Depanimeal sl 52 & ; . o
7 possre level st 2070, A cecisivon is - - ST
pecied next oot . : L L

The men who were zent }wm.- Yad ¢ [
worked ai Goodrieh for varyinz paise : -
of time, 3 spakesman Ssl(l. Cue bad boen |
thaote for a% lutle 23 12 monihi Sost of
the mep who died of the canter hed
worked 3t the plam zn average of 13
I3 ¢l X ;

That was the averaze for the first five -
deaths discovered, ’LJ\ i ibe most regrnt
Aesth linked to tiie cancer, the man dad |

Thed at the Dlant oniF four yeare e .
otked ihere aliat SO yeare ago. : . o EES A :

Some heaith oificials had s2id that o , . : L e ’ - R
would ke Jonger {ar wotkers Wi had ¢ LR . o
teen oxposed 1ot shert poricds 10 Go o . ’ : ‘ :
velop signs of pogsible liver damage. :

Al least oae of the workers it home -
war 3 min who hzd edviier bodn diagnised
28 having ke candef. ACCOMing 10 3 Qi

any oiticis) the man’s {azaliy . béived

- wit refonding 1o f1eaineat,

The man's privaie physiciap thought he
w8 able to roiurn 10 work, a c(::x;sm.s
omm;l said,

Low expostire Jevel Qo
The man was working in an 2523 where I
=3 the expoture javel was measured M ooaiy | -
T oone prll per Biihon bants of air. s s
pasmy ufimsl said, Buy *x- was gt haSe .
< 10a bacause “we 3"0 don’t have 1he evi- .
denee i wor't hur.” the oificial sad,
All of the men sent home “had éelinile -
pronf of hver damage.” a compzay nilk-
#  cis} said. Roi hone of 1he men feil ill he |
; addad.

i - e
i

.

B R A

i
!

Anoiker man sent ha,—-;e told The ) o
+ - Times he was 10l by company aificisls 10
vkeep in contact”

The man saxd he had been &l the com- | :
pany less ihan three. years His job, he - IRt
s3id. was o elean out the \al where :
polyvinyl chioride is made.

This invoived going into the vile 208
sereping me ades, arust r»‘pom have
<aid this is where some worisrs have gob.
"+ ten high exposure fo vinyl chinae.
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Seeks furloughs for 20 .

'Wad

i By DENNIS POLITE. .
Louisville Times Staft Writer

MMembers of the largest union at B. F.
Goodrich Chemical Cn. here have di-
rected their union leadesship to seek
legal action azainst the company to pro-
tect some workers xrom exposure to vinyl
chloride.

The men want about 20 workers fur-
loughed with full pay until it can be de-
ermined that continued exposure is not
1armful to the men’s livers.

The company had no immediate com-
nent. ]

The vote to <eek the achon was taken
Tuesday at a meeting of Synthetic Rub-
ber Workers lL.ocal 72, which represents
about 800 of the 1.100 Gaodrich workers
at the Bells Lane plant. About 50 \\orkers
were at-the meeting. .

Union president Rudoiph Kaelin Sr., in
a . telephone interview yesterday, con-
firmed the action and said he has talked
wuh an attorney about the matter.

“*Goodrich has “furloughed eight work-
ers who it savs have significant “liver
changes” until it can be decided if ex-
posure to vinyl chloride is not harmful
to the men’s conditions. Company spokes-

men said ‘such a determination has not

been made.

Vinyl chloride is a-chemical used main-
ly in the production of plastics. Expeosure
to the gas is thought Lo cause angiosar-
coma, a rare cancer, of the liver.

Six former Goodrich workers in Louis-

ville died of the cancer; two otber v.orl-.-
ers have it.
" The men whom the vnion wants tur-
loughed have been transferred from their
regular jobs because of the exposure to
the chemical and have been placed at
other work siles in the facility. Tests
showed the men had some sort of liver
disorders, maybe not. connected to
chloride exposure.

- s R S

ng@s*“ um@n at G@@

~~at'th’e meeting'TuéSday. 'the' feeIing of"

the men there was that if the men have
liver problems that warrant transfer, they
ought to be out of exposure range al-
together.

Kaelin said attendance at the meeting
was among the best in recent nnion ac-
tivitv. He termed the mood of the meet-
ing “rowdy "

He sald \»orker concern over thxs and

One of. 3 m@n on fur!@ug,’é

~t 1
L':c[t«;

- the meeting to resign. . ..

- - Y e

‘other issues at the ;ﬁlant‘ has' caused him
such harassment that he threatened at

Kaelin said he does not know how many

“workers have been moved from their regz-
ular jobs. He estimates that about 20 or.
.s0 persons,
.to as- “dxsplaced persons," have been
- shifted. . .

whom fellow workars refer

had liver surgery last March

Among the eight furloug'wed workers at
the B. F. Goodrich Chemical plant is a 27-
vear employe who returned to his job
this week but' had to leawe again after
feeling weak.

Roy M. Sanders. who is 53 years old,
said in a telephone interview yesterday
that he had worked in the mxll room be-
fore his furlough.

He said exhaust fans in the mlll room
sucked in fumes from the vinyl-chloride
processing area next door.

His wife said her husband had been fur-
loughed for about four weeks, but went

We were wrong
Because of a reporting error. a Crime
and the Courts item in yesterday’s Times

incorrectly said Dale J. White's address
is 10400 La Plaza Drive. It should have

‘Ti_st_ed EV:lxxte's address as the 10400 block

back to work \{ondaw She sald he came
home for lunch and was weak.

Mrs. Sanders taid her husband under-
went liver surgerv in March, and has lost
about 45 pounds since then.

She said a dectar at the National In<-
stitutes of Health in Bethesda. Md., who
has seen some of her husband’s reeords’
said his condition is related to expo<ure

. to vinyl chloride..

A spokesman at the agency said today
that Sanders’ liver has “minimal” damage”
that is of the kind that could be consxstent
with exposure to vinyl chloride.

But the damage is not severe enouzh
to conclusively link it to unyl-chlonde

" exposure, the <pol\esman saild.

Mrs. Sanders said she wants her hus-
band to go Bethesda to be examined by

.the doctors there. The agency is studying

the vinyl-chloride problem nationwide. "~
A spokesman said Sanders would be
accepted if he is recommended to do so
by his private doctor or the’ Goodnch
doctor.
Mrs. Sanders sald she’ called the US.
azency “because T wantsd tn have cama

ch -
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Labor roundup

Fuﬂ@a hs S@ugmﬁt for 20 at @@@dﬂd}

By DAN K \UFF\(A‘I
4 Courier-Journal Staft writer

About 50 members of Distillery Work-
ers {(Synthetic Rubber Workers) Local
72 have unanimously approved a motion
demanding that about 20 workers at the
B. F. Goodrich plant be furloughed with
full pay.

Tests on the workers in question
_showed that they have liver disorders.
The. company transferred them from
their regular jobs to other jobs at the
plant because of exposure to vinyl
chloride. Six former employes of the
plant have died of liver cancer that
scientists say was caused by vinyl chlor-
ide.

The company has furloughed exght
other workers with pay because of “liver
changes.”

Rudy Kaelin, president of Iocal 72,
said be has turned the matter over to the
union's attorney for study. He said he has
told the company that possible court ac-
tion is coming but he said the attorney
. ‘must study the matter first.

Kaelin said the motion is valid, but
that-he isn’t pleased by it.

“I'm disgusted with the whole thing”
he said. “I wish it would have been
posted so a larger portion of the member-
ship could have considered it. The ma-
jority of the guys affected weren’t even
at the meeting.”

The union represents about 800 work-
ers. >
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LOUISVILLE, Ky.—In January, 1974 with thc death o}‘a rhlrd Goodrich worker in three ycar:

- from anglnsareoma, a fatal form of liver cuncer, B.F. Goodrich announced the possibility that

vinyl chic.'de 1mipint be a careinozen ~ a cencer pro.-lucing‘agem. Investhmutions kave now shown that
fIve wor kers at Goodzich have dicd jrom aagivsaercoma since 1964 and 335 workers vut of 271 tested

_ Rave abnorirs! liver functions,

During the interviews the workers didn’t want to limit their remarks to onIy the news-makingvinyl

chloride but to speak genercily about occupational discases and safety in the plant, a pla.nlc,

producing chzmical complex employing 1200 workers.

At the -tine of the interviews, the mer, bers of the Liter
{IAM AFL-CIO), a najority white union, were walking the picket line over wages and the threatened
loss of health benefits. The 60 men, the Maintenance Department at the plant, did equipment repair,

“matntenance, and electrical work. Thelr S month old sirike, which began a month before ihe *

angioswroora onnouncements, ended in May with small wage :abu and the loss of health benefits

after retirement — a major blow.
gt e ET

Bernard Skaggs ﬁm noticed something was
happening to his hands in 19S5 after cleaning
polys, the vats where the polyvinyl plastie is mads,
for s year, His wife repeatedly asked hin to scea
doctor but aot until 1959 when his condition had
gutien .30 tad, “the ends of my fingess were so
sore kat 1 couldn’t button my clothes or dial 3
telephone,” did Skapgs go back to his hometown
and see bls country doctor.

It tunied out (hat his fingertip bones were
severely damaged  Skagps said, “The company
dustor told me this i wmemng rare bat it’s
nothing you're working in.

“Of course that didn’t convince uc. 1 ahnya
felt it was something to do with work. But I
couldi’t got the doctors ma interested in chcb
in:g it out.™

Skapps evestually got together with olha»
ployces ;uﬂenng the same malady and they filed
for & L :nu y paid
the claims 'llml oonlqt.

{lnformﬁon [rom an inunkw h ﬂu Louisr
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1 was there in *64 when fallawe had cantlocma .

with their hands, When we went to the company
they would say, ‘We have a good safety depart-

. ment and it's none of your business and we're

handling it and don’t bother yoursclf.” We've
been told time and. time again that there's
nothing around here that’s going to hurt you.
But I'm sure since ‘64 they’ve known vinyl
chloride is dangerous because these fellows got
this finger discase.

We're trying to get a union safety committee
set up to where we could get it out in the open
— to find out why your buddy works over here
in the mill room all of a sudden ups and dies.
And when you work with somebody and they
just drop over then you know something’s got to
be wrong

We have an operatm‘ that has been there at
least 20 years plus. Now the man has such a bad .
case of — well, they may call it acne — when my-
friend had it \hcy called it cancer. It looks like
the man’s nosc is falling off. It's hard to say
what’s in that man’s mind, He's probably scnd-
ing his kids to collcge, he’ probnbly nceds the
money. He knows that his case is terminal in his
own heart, He's just going from day to day, one

7, foot right after the other. He must have pain. I

don’t ask him, It’s one of the things you don t
do.

+ Most of the older guys go right on, never say -

. anything, that’s where their moncy comes from.

They just walk around 3 lLittle slower, No one

wants to facc a horrible reality, of the fact that
you walk into 3 place for work you're shorten-
ing your life a little more,

But it pays well and the working conditions

.. are nice. I mean they do not push you — it’s

e

not like a asscmbly line.

The workers speah of, conditions in the plml
as they knew them before the strike, *-

The man goes through the manhole and goes
down into the poly, .Now we have to have a
safety permit to enter these tanks and before a
guard will give you a safety permit he has to put
a monitoring device in there from the top to see

—Eileen Whalen
1f thc gxs conu:nt is low enough,

This hosc with the monitoring device has.

~

= never been over 3 feet long — the poly from the:
very top to the very bottom is 10 feet. The
‘explosive content can’t be measured from the
top of the poly because the gas and vinyl cloride’
‘is heavier than air, The man having to work in

GD& B. G QAJEC,P'

| Association of Machinists

" vat was clean already,

They company takes visitors places that hav;
been shut down the day before, and cleaned un
They take them on a “hold your hand™ tour]
They chowed on TV a guy cleaning a vat. Thd

They're not gonna take them to these arend
where the contamination is, They're rot gonns
take them into the areas where this dust has
been blowing in the air — things of that nature,

“Six Inches Thick On Everything You Touch™

The dust that we are sneaking of is actually a
product that.they are making — the finer the
dust, the better the product. It sturts out in
liquid form then it drops into big dryersand the
dust is so finc that if you try to sweep some of it
on the floor which sometimes are in piles two

foet high it is so heavy and so fine that if you'

sweep it with a broom it'll hit the wall and wave

back just like water.
* You have 1o work in this type of thing where

- the dust is 6 inches d'nck on everything you

the bottom here around the hunn;and around

......-.--1

pyrrprr

‘the drive shaft area is working in the last 24
- inches of this poly and cleaning out where alt
the polyvmyl fumncs are laying. .
. See, we're worried about it explodin; and llso
about what we’re inhaling.
* Now we’ve scen on TV that now thcy have air
" masks since all this has come up. And I haven't
been inside the plant for somme four montiis now
and we understand that anytime anybody goes
into one of these vesscls now that he must have
2 harness on that is capable of lifting him out
and he must have a standby at ol times,
Anotict problem, they have these silos. They
store the final product there ~ like your resing
. and your cubcs. At one time they required two
people ~ onc to be a standby when vou go into
these units They even cat this out, because of
its maintenance cost. We still fuel it's necezsary
: to have 2 pcople when 2 man goes in there in
case something would happen, in case a man
‘%ould have a heart attack, or a man become

at (poly) where polyvinyl chioride is produced.

touch. Now then you come out of a job like that
at dinner time and this is hanging on you all over
— it’s in the pores of your skin — it’s so fine it’s
in your cycs.
_ A shower docs not really get it out or your
skin and you're not allowed to usc any type of
vacuum system or compressed air to blow the
stuff off your clothes. In other words you've got
to cat your dinner with it. You can have it on
your hands — if you don’t wear gloves — you

. can wash your hands and d:y them off and

asphyxiated, This is why a union safety com- .

mitice would be important — to bring these ;
things up, They could force an issue like this. |

The company don’t want to face the fact that
"these people are concerned and you have to
spend a couple of more. bucks to have two
people on.

*Hold Your Hand® Tours °

The Louisville Co\meb’l'imes md loml and
national television covered the polyvinyl chio-
ride news in. detall. Journalists; TV crews,
government officials, and industry management ',
toured the plant frequently, The men walking
the pickct line watched the visitors conte and go,

they'll look as pretty as anytbing you vversaw
in your life and about five minutes later you

-look at them and they’re-'snow  white again.

'Dust and 130 Degrees Fahrenkeit

I do know on one ocuusion oive «f the fellows
made a statement to a foremun ‘there’s gonna
haye to be something done about this dust cans
it's choking me to death.” The forcman told him
‘Well, if you can’t stand the dust you might just
as well go up to the pasonnel otfics gnd auit.’
Now ihat’s a pretiy  pitivul
management person to take when g man iz
trying to tell a man that his breathing is being
cut off by the dust in the air. Now add to this

. the picture that we have painted for you —

working conditions in 130 degress Fahrenheit
on top of that — have your air taken away {rom

* you, There’s no’ way that my dcescribing the
. situation like that can [orce home to you the
. real thing,

We didn't have any place to eat off o! it took
continuaus sessions with the foreman and finally
a downright demand that we nceded a place to
eat, Thcse guys got on these benches, all this

Photo by Larry sﬂluqi.mﬁ nm Cuwsier-limes
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o they set up 3 coujde of traile

- of the huzard: of this plant, but. we were not .

dirt, chemicaly, and stuff scttles around them.
They eat right therc on the bench — they’re

"." bound to absorb some of these chemicals in

_ their food. -

Of course, they said thcy didn’t have the
space, dida't have the maney, didn’t have the
time. When Jll this comc out — 2bout cancer -
r= for us to cat L.

['ve read where the finaT {ie perticles of dust,
' the further duwn in your lungs they travel and it
chokes you sooner. You know your breathing is
cut off much zoones then if they were luresr
. pitces becanss the tine stulf travels further down.

A Lon:.l::gne Warker Spmks

This being a free socicty everyone is supposed
to have the riht to make a free choice, Now if
we had been given the facts upon employment

siven the facts This is the fact that you have to

bring before the public — that people don't .-

Xnowlingly rush in to kill themscives. They find .' dryers. ‘The local media reported the structure.

had been it by lighmluz. The workers tell what .

shemselves in the situation too late.
You're up the creek without a paddle and it
you're here five or ten years that’s the case, I'm

S1. Fve been here 19 years. Nobody wants to

there of this place getting out of hand
and explosions and things of that
nature. Like Dupont did scveral years
ago. So he came down and he and
some of his ncighbors and fricnds,
- they wrote the petition up and we
took it down to our hall and we had it

was circulated through the whole

neighborhood. It was posted in shop-

ping centers everywhere, :
The petition was asking that the

3 and minimize the danger of an explos-
other mght.

Since tlus is morc or less the black arca down
here we circulated the petition and got some
400 names. The state OSHA was notified of this
petition — a copy of it was forwarded to them in

Frankfort and then they came down here and .

made an inspection, And their incpection, along
with National Institute for Occupational Safuty
axd Health (MLOSIY) out of Meudville, Maryland
— between the two of them together, they

“actuaily opened this thing up to the ncws media
“and that's when this came about.

I think it was kind of simultancous that Dr.

* Creech made the carcer thing public. They knew

since we were out that pcople were going to be
talking to us.and if people were going to be

- talking to us we were going to be talking about

the plunt. So 1 think thc whole thing cume
about, you know — more or less simultaneous.,

The Explosion At Goodrich ’ o

In April an explosion occurred in one of the

happened.”
We would like fo mentmn that the nconle

- oo

" SOUTHERN PATRIOT
thc neighbors said — what chance is :

. ment rubbed ogainst his skin that the sun had’
-caused the cancer.

typed’ up. We made copies of it and it .

company would at least negotiate -
with us so we could get back in there -

ionlikcwhattookplacehmt.he'

. f
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they didnt trust the company doctor, Dr. John
Creech. Creech had told one man who had
gotten skin cancer where a piece of his equip-

The mcn expressed anger because in  the
heavily industrialized town of Louisville, the
medical school at the University of Louisville

had no department of industrial health nor

community health, No courses are offcred to
enable private doctars to recogni-e and treat |
work related discases and no testing :errlmm
offered workers at reasonable fecs.

I think you'd find a good number of people

“here have bad lungs. They used to come out here

with a chest x-ray machine, Théy did that until |
about 3-4 years ago and then they knocked that
off. The TB society didn’t have any facility :
down here where they could set up their
machines any more. The company had put the
credit union in that oom, i
The TB Society was paying for it. See, of °
coursc the TB Society got a lot of money out of
this plant. They have a plan in here where they

- take so much out of your check and this money

is distributed to agencics. They call it the United
Charitics and quite a bit of moncy went to the
TB Socicty.

One of our proposals in our negotiations is to
have multiple testing. We took a tour at the
sheetmetal hall where they do 10S tests en a
person in 30-35 minutes. Part of it is where they
do 19 tests from one vial of blood. And itonly
costs 545 a year, d

.In this company the only time they give a test
is when there’s 2 problem. Like vhen they had
the finger ciease they gave the men in min-
tenance an x-ray test — but only for onc year.
And some pcople were cffected by it lateron. .

We feel that if they're really interested in
doing somcthing, they should furnish uniforms
for the people, they should furnish places for
them to eat and they should also give us the
right to sy when- something’s wunsafe, they

e D i

—————— i e Sepeeemeey rieees

hire me, My lungs are messed up from being
here. They won't admit it. In 19 years they
never gave me a physical until this happened.
The Nced For Safcty Committees

When it first broke about the cancer, they
were intercsted in getting a safcty committee,
. But then when they- thought it over, and they
had said they'd done some rescarch on the thing.-
There was Dow Chemical and Dupont, two of
the biggest companies in the world — they said
they’d had bad cxperiences with labor manage-
ment as far as safcty aspects go.

They tell at first they necd 3 committee and
then lhcy come back in another meeting and tell
you they've looked the situation over and ‘We
don’t fecl it’s necessary.”

We felt like a safety committee would be
advantageous to the company as wefl as our-
sélves, Bechuse up until now, -if we had a
problem come up in the plant — we’d go to our
general foreman or somebody like that and we-
would say, *Well, this condition exists over here.’

Well, he might go over there and take a look

at it the next day or a weck later or maybe the’ :
next time we'd have a mecting we’d say some- -

- thing about it and he’d say, ‘By gosh, I forgot
that — it completely slipped my mind."

We want to sct up a committee where we ay

indivudals — back in the shop — onc maybe two
*people in cach shop would write these things up
and then follow them up and see that they were
- done. We felt like it would be alec saving thing
and helpful to them.

The Community’s Petition

The IAM strike started December 10, and a
copy of a petition slgncd by re:idem: of the
" mostly black c 'y SUrro 1g the plant

and by -striking workers was sent 10 the Ken-. .

tucky Occupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA) later in December.

Wz weat en strike the 10th day of Dtccmbcr
and we was on strike for some ten days and one
of the blacks that works in otur shop said he had
been talking to the neighbors around here and

tnat are “btorvea ‘L1-decuicar 'wurk Arepri
well sure that lightning didn't cause: this,

Now sce here these dryers —~ we hove one
where they had a fire some time back and
immediatcly alter that fire they put a scnsoring

“system in all these dryers and when they get to a

certain temperature, then all the heat will shut
off. Well, the feeling over here is that these

“sensoring systems — this drycr had been running
- without bag changes since we went out on the

Sth day of December. There are 560 bags in this
particular dryer and since those bugs had never
becn changed we felt like cverything was plug-
ged up in there and maybe the sensoring system
had rubber built up over it and it wasn’t doing

. the proper job. It just got so hot, the dangone

thing ignited and it went right on out of the
roof. But the company immediately blamed it
on lightning. O course the company did that
primarily (or one reason becausc if it is an act of
nature — the insurance company logks on it a
lot differcnt than if it’s an act of ncglect.
A Chemical P!ant is a Lightning Arrestor

A chemical plant is constructed in such a
manner that it is nothing morc than a lightning
arrestor in itself, The construction of the build-
ing in which the explosion occurred is such that
you' have stecl I-beams that are driven deep into
the ground on at least all four comers —
extending to the roof which in itsclf makes the
building grounded., Even the electrical cables are
using the building as a necutral ground as well as
the lightning arrestor. There should never be a
carbon arc or anything regardless of how many
times the thing may be struck by several bolts of
lightning.

Our contention is that the explosion was
caused by cither monitoring cquipment [failure
because of the lack of maintenance or neglect.

No Way Of Knowing

Something the workers rcrcan'dly .:poke of
was their having no way of knowing what was
happening to their bodics. Their family doctors
had little knowlizdge of brdustricl discase and

what they're workmg with couid give them
cancer. And give them a test once a year so they

could fee! lh'cy'rc clearcd each year.

hu-

Increasing evidence shows that bleck and
minority people, forced by racism to have the
lowest payirg, distiest, and most dangerous jobs,
are the part of the popuation most adversely
sffected by occupational diseases and unsafe con-
ditions. A few examples [oilow:

The National lastitute for Occupational Safety 9
and Healllk bas relzased a study showing that coke

oven

dic of lurg cancer than other steel wotkers. These

jobs

aimost slways given to black workers. Of workers
whose jobs aze on top of the coke batteries, 15 out
of every 132 will die of lung cancer, the study
reports,

Workers in foundries and blast furnaces, where
molten metal is h
injuries are common, are mostly black. Women
snd men working in dry cleaving estedlizhnients
arc effected by tie heat and =olvent juntes,

of the country ~ the South and the Southwest -
pesticides kill more than 800 people a year.
Black and Chicano adults and children cultivating

“truit

ficlds =iile sprayed pesticides are stifi hoavy in
the oir.” The arerzge life expesiancy of a farm
worker is 49 years,

--Minority workers and their familics ave forced
to live in the oldest sections of most harge cities,
These me generally the ncizhborioods winh
ingustry poelutes the woret,

Acciderts kil 3 moch bisher propertion of
black workers than whites, znd the situation is
getting worse. In 1950, the rate of deaths due to
sccidents was 2§ pe:ceul higher for blazke By

1969,

© Cancer, on the irzrewse »5 ap is

e,

virtuully mo dilfcesice in the bizge and while

fotes,

a2t 3 rate 28 nu-:..n' )

RIS

novidos Lit Lareost

-

wotkers in stee! plants are far more likely to !

are the worst in the steel mdustry and are

UL TRE TS ¢

dled st high

p and

the wost labor-intensive agriculinml parts

and vepetables are forcad buek into tie

IO R A LB Sk dde BN 1 VL L R

the black rate was 43 yeiceat ivgoes,

i another sizmple, In )83

But by 1969, blecks weee dying of canver
iehes hun n.‘ur- "
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24711003

RESIDUAL VC1 CONTENT OF FINISHED PVC PRODUCTS

PLANT: Avon Lake

WEEK ENDING: 9-13-74

Resin TZEe

103EP F-76
121
102EP F-5
6-92
130X17

124 F-1
110%333
430X30

110x%233

* All of the above data was obtained using the headspace method

No. Data
Points

27
19
15

14

Data Expressed in PPM VC1

Average

75.0

5.7
50.7
18.1

3.0

0.3
172.3

0.3

248.3
27.1
151.8
123.7
3.5
38.0
0.3
200.2

0.3

Low

4.5
0.9
0.4
0.4
2,2
0.5
0.3
132.0

0.3
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" RESIDUAL VC1 CONTENT OF FINISHED PVC PRODUCTS

PLAﬂT: Louisville
WEEK ENDING: 9-13-74
No. Data

Resin Type Points
G-92 11
103EP 9
103EP F-76 4
121 3
300X6 3
440X24 1
443 1

1

603X560

Data Expressed in PPM VC1

Average

0.7
147.6
135.0

5.7
112.7
286.0
751.0

0.0

High

2.0
619.0
250.0

10.0
193.0
286.0
751.0

0.0

1.0
49.0
286.0
751.0

0.0
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WEEKLY SUMMARY

VCl Ambient Vapor Concentrations

AVON LAKE GENERAL CHEMICAL

AVERAGE Z READING < 10 PPM % READING > 25 PPM % READING > 50 PPM
Week |Prev.| 8/30) 9/6 | 9/13] 9/20 |prev.| 8/30] 9/6 | 9713 | 9/20 lprey.t 8730 | 976 {9/13 {9/20 forev.| 8730 {976 |9/13 |9/20
znding fMonth | 9/6 | 9/13] 9/20| 9/27 fyonth| 9/6 | 9/13]9/20 | 9/27 bionth | 9/6 | 9/13]9/20 {3/27 Rlonth]|9/6 9/13 }9/20 |9/27
| O-H Hcm O.Q Uoo I
- . 0) 6.0 ] 89.61 83.7] 89.6) 81.5 1.1] 6.3 | 3.1 4.9
ﬁp-w Mw Hw.w 11.0 ww..m 76.8 | 72.8{ 78.7{ 60.7 6.8 7.8]10.07]12.8 1.4 3.0 3.1 w;
-3)13.2 {15.0]17.0 | 170 60.3 | 56.6] 51.5] 50.6 13.0 115.0 | 17.8 ] 19.6 4.6 4.2 6.5 8.5 -
Avg. } 9.1 |11.0|11.3 ] 14.3 75.51 71.0} 73.2] 64.2 6.9] 9.7 110.3112.4 2.0} 3.0 3.51{ 6.0
1.6 3.71 2.3} 4.8 5.8
- . 11.0113.0 . 52.5] 69.6} 65.2} 70.9 11,4} 7.7 8.5 | 11.
&H-W ww.w 10.0 | 17.0 ww..w 55.0 | 72.6] 48.7 61.9 1w.1) 4.7 16.4 |11.6 5.9] 1.7] 6.7 6.1
—1}25.2 | 16.0]23.0 | 15.0 22.71 44,0} 21.3) 45.8 31.3 {11.9 { 26.2 {19.3 11.7} 5.3} 6.0} 5.8
avg. |17.7 | 12.3 |17.6 | 15.0 43.4 | 62.0] 45.0{ 59.5 18.9( 8.1 17.0124.11  §7.1} 3.11{ 5.8} 5.9
4.8 2.0110.7 1.1} 2.4 { 0.0} 7.1
- . 4.0] 3.0 9.0 90.7 | 95.1{ 97.9{ 85.7 4.3 )
ainw ww s.ol 4.0 |10.0 80.7 | 89.0} 94.7 80.3 7.61 2.41 3.1112.5 .21 1.2 0.0 7.1
23lis0 113.0] 8.0 8.0 67.2 73.1} 76.3] 75.0 14.6 | 13.0 ] s.5113.0 8.01 7.3 1 3.4 5.9
avg. 1 9.2 | 7.3] 5.0 9.0 79.5] 85.7] 89.6] 80.3 8.8] 6.71 3.5112.0 4.6 1 3.6 1 1.11 6.7
) al s.s| 1.6 1.0 { 1.0} 1.8 0.9
- .0} 8.0 6.0 93.4 1 86.8) 86.9} 93.5 2.3] 3
su..w Mw Hw.w 15.0 | 8.0 86.2 ] 65.2] 64.1] 84.8 3.4 112.0 {11.5 [ 1.9 1.0 | 4.2 | 6.7 W.w
avg. | 5.6 [10.0 {115 | 7.0 89.81] 76.0] 75.5] 89.1 2.8] 7.51 8.5| 1.7, 1.0 2.6 | 4.2} o.
mw%% 10.4 |20.1)11.3 | 11.3 72.0| 73.6] 70.8] 73.2 9.3] 8.0 9.8]120.0 3.6 | 3.0 | 3.6 4.8
f
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VC1 Ambient Vapor Concentrations
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WEEKLY SUMMARY

VCl Amblent Vapor Concentrations

C TiLbz

PEDRICKTOWN
AVERAGE % READING < 10 PPM % READING > 25 PPM % _READING > 50 PPM
Prev.| 8/30 19/6 |9/13 | 9/20)prey.| 8/30f 9/6 | 9/13] 9/20 |pray, | 8/30| 976 19/13 | 9/20 {prev.| 8/30 1 976 |9/13}9/20
Month | 9/6 [9/13 |9/20 | 9/27fyonen| 976 | 9/23{ 9/20] 9/27 Month | 9/6 | 9/13 | 9/20 | 9/27 Btonth| 9/6 |9/13 | 9/20}9/27
6.4 | 5.6 4.9} 4.7 92.0 90.7} 92.9 | 91.9 5.2 | 2.5 | 2.4 | 2.6 2,0 | 1.0 }o0.8] 1.2
10.3| 7.9 6.5] 9.5 81.3| 81.8} 86.8 | 76.6 12.1| 4.0 | 2.4 10.3 5.3 ) 0.7°(0.8) 2.3}
8.3) 6.7} 5.7} 7.1 86.6| 86.2] 89.8 | 84.2 8.6 | 3.2 2.4 | 6.4 3.6 { 0.8 ) 0.8} 1.7
8.0{ 3.4{.3.8] 5.5 86.8§ 94.7| 94.2 | 90.0 7.4 { 1.6 | 0.3 | 2.2 2.510.810.,0( 1.2
14.6 | 6.3 | 5.3] 5.6 71.1) 86.8] 87.5 | 87.¢ 16.5 4.2 0.7 | 1.8 5.9 1 2.1 10.114 0.5
11.3 ] 4.8 4.5( 5.5 78.91 90.7] 90.8 | g8.8 11.9 1 2.9 | 0.5 { 2.0 4.2 | 1.4 } 0.05| 0.8
9.8{ 5.7| 5.1{ 6.3 82.7| 88.4] 90.3 { 86.5 10.2 | 3.0 | 1.4 | 4.2 3.9 | 1.1 { 0.4 1.2




WEEKLY SUMMARY

VC1 Ambient Vapor Concentrations

AVON LAKE TECHNICAL CENTER

AVERAGE Z READING < 10 PPM % READING > 25 PPM % READING > 50 PPM
Week |Prev.|8/30.| 9/6 | 9/13} 9/20 }prev.| 8/30} 9/6 | 9/13| 9/20 {pray.| 8/30]|9/6 |9/13 19/20 ¥prev.| 8/30 | 9/6 }9/13{9/20
Hsmmsw Month9/6 | 9/13| 9/20] 9/27 IMonth| 9/6 | 9/13} 9/20} 9/27 Month | 9/6 |9/13]19/20 }9/27 RMonth| 9/6 {9/13 |9/20 | 9/27
i616-1% 8.8 1 7.1 ] 8.1} 7.4 81.1{98.0} 97.1}100.0 1.5} 0.6} 0.0 | 0.0 w.w w.w w.w 0.0
-2§ 8.9 7.6 7.8 7.8 81.9{99.0} 99.0} 93.0 0.0| 0.0} 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 1 0.919:0 0.0 _
-3§11.3 ] 8.3 | 8.5 ] 8.6 58.1] 83.6] 95.9] 94.0 3.1] 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 ae 9.0 0.0 0.0
Avg.§ 9.6 | 7.6 | 8.1 ] 7.9 73.7193.5] 97.31 95.6 1.5} 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 . . . 0.0
0.0 }. 0.0 ] 0.0 0.0
1414-13 8.0 | 6.9 | 8.3} 8.3 76.3 {100.0] 64.2] 95.0 0.0{ 0.0y 1.4 ] 0.0 .
-2} 8.9 6.7 8.8} 9.0/ 69.5/100.0} 83.0f 77.8 3.2 0.0} 0.0 { 0.0 m.w w.w w.w w.o
-3§10.2} 7,9 8.7 {13.1 51.5| 89.4] 75.9{ 65.6 0.9{ 0.0 0.0 | 9.2 0:01 9.0 10.0 o.w
Avg.§ 9.0} 7.1} 8.6 [10.1 65.7{96.4) 74.3] 79.4 1.3] 0.0} 0.4 | 3.0 . . . .
0.0} 0.0 { 0.0 o.01-
413§ 8.0 7.1 | 8.0 | 7.4 79.8] 99.0) 99.3| 96.3 0.2} 0.0} 0.0 | 0.0 .
Avg. Y 8.0} 7.1 8.0 | 7.4 79.81 99.0} 99.3} 9¢.3 0.2 0.0] 0.0 { 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 { 0.0 | 0.0
PLANT
AVG.} 8.8 7.2) 8.2 | 8.4 73.0] 96.3] 90.3} 90.4 1.0} 0.0 0.1} 1.0 0.2 1 0.0 } 0.0 | 0.0
HYDRIN .
417-1§ 10.9 | 9.4 | 9.4 |11.4 - 1 60.9] 75.0] 76.9{.53.0 3.0} 0.0{14.1 | 0.0 w.m w.w w.w4 w.w
-2§19,2110.5 |10.2 [14.4 49.9) 25.1f 66.0) 39,5 14.6| 0.0] 0.0 | 4.2 8.110:919:0 .0
-3§ 21,2 {17.5 }14.5 {20.1 44.6| 29.1f 24.3} 19.3 12.1} 13.0{ 5.5 |18.5 yoloa st oo
Avg. | 17.1 {12.4 [11.3 |15.3 51.8} 43.0f 55.7] 37.2 9.9) 4.3} 6.5 7.5 . . . .
v o
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WEEKLY SUMMARY

VC1 Ambient Vapor Concentrations

HENRY AND LONG BEACH

B a4

Week
nding

IENRY

>zn~-1
-2
-3

?LANT
><a.

ONG
3EACH

Pzn-1

-2

Roof

PLANY
AVG.

/9-8/16 Ambient Air = T ppm Avg.

V.

AVERAGE Z READING < 10 PPM % READING > 25 PPM X_READING > 50- PPM
Prev.| 8/218/9 | 8/16] 8/23}prev.| 8/2 | 8/9 | 8/16 | 8/23fp .| 8/2 | 8/9 |8/16 | 8/23 tproy.| 872 | 879 |8/16 |8/23
Month| 8/9 |8/16 | 8/23] 8/30 Juontn| 8/9 | 8/16 8/23] 8/30 Monen | 879 | 8/16 | 8/23 | 8/30 Rioncn| 879 | 8/16 | 8/23 |8/30
H.H-\# mto w.o moo o-o maom mr.cm muoc mﬂom NvoN -WQH. ﬂoﬂ w-u. N*ou. N-U w.w m'm oiow
9.0 9.0 | 7.0 | 10.0( 6.0 82.6] 82.4| 83.3]90.6 5.91 3.61 4,8 4.0 4 2.2 1.7} 0.6]3.3|1.2
8.9] 9.0| 7.0 8.0] 7.0 77.9| 83.0| 75.6|83.4 4.21 3.9 1 7.4 43 1 1.2) 0.8)0.313.6 0.6
Waﬂ m..m moo Q-w Oow mN.U mwom mo-w mNoN boﬁ E.o@ @om w.m Nom H-O H-or. N«oH O'N
7.2 7.2{ 7.5 {13.0{ 13.5 89.2 | 86.8 166.0 | 57.1 2.7 | 3.5 | 12.5]13.8 J 0.7| 1.2) 2.0 | 4.6 | 4.1
8.1| 8.0] 5.6 | 6.4l 7.9 85.7 | 88.6183.7 | 81.7 4.6 1 2.3 | 3.,5) 4.7} 1.7 2.0] 1.1 ]1.1 |} 1.9
7.1] 6.1} 3.3 1{ 4.3 5.3 89.2 | 9%.9189.2 | 88.6 1.5 t 1.1 | 2,7| 3.4} 0.8} 0.7} .5}0.6 } 0.9
7.5 7.1} 5.5 7.9] 8.9 88,0 | 90.1179.6 | 75.8 2.9 | 2.5 6.2| 7.3} 1.0f 1.311.3 {2,1 | 2.3
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VC1 Ambient Vapor Concentrations

WEEKLY SUMMARY

PEDRICKTOWN
AVERAGE Z READING < 10 PPM % READING > 25 PPM | Z READING > 50 PPM
Prev.| 8/2 | 8/9 | 8/16 |8/23 Iprev,| 8/2 | 8/9 | 8/16] 8/23)prey.18/2 | 8/9 | 8/16{ 8/23Ypray.| 8/2 | 8/9 | 8/16] 8/23
Month | 8/9 | 8/16 | 8/23 | 8/30 {montn| 8/9 | 8/16f 8/23] 8/30btoneh |8/9 | 8/16] 8/23| 8/30 Joneh| 8/9 | 8/16{ 8/23| 8/30
" L .“ ; ,
7.2| 8.9 6.6 | 3.7 e 3 1 92.0 8.8 | H| 48| 2.0) 3.2] 2.9 B 2.3] a.8
12.7 1 13.7 11.4 | 5.9 3 4| 8.3 18.2 312} 6.9] 7.8)11.6 5 3.4 1.0
10.0f11.3}1 < | 9.0 4.8 H = g | 86.6 13.5 3 8.0} 4.4 5.5 7.2 Hi 2.8] 0.9
> > =
. o< < < : < <
31| 7.1 & [10.6 | 6.5 2| 8| <|%8 6.9 | g l10.7] 47) 0.270.2 o) 5.3 2.1
4.91]15.1 < |16.1 |12.7 > = g | 7.1 17.1 m 19.6{12.9 § 0.4 0.6 1 9.3) 7.8
4,0] 11,1 13.3] 9.6 { ° a & | 78.9 12.0 15.1] 8.8} 0.3 0.4 &| 7.3| 4.9
; .
7.0{11.20 ' l11.1} 7.2 “ “ b | gas 12.7 i {11.5] 6.6 ] 2.9] 3.8 1] 5.0} 2.9
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To FIELD POINT OR AXRON DEFANTMENT & BLDG, NO. DATE YOUR LETTER .
Distxibution See Distribution

FROM FIELD POINT OR AKAON DEFPARTMENT & BLOG, NO, OATE THIS LETTER
G. D. Schaaf Cleveland August 30, 1974

SUBJECT

Bro-i956-8 REV, 1/70  LITHO. 1N U.S.A.

VCl Ambient Vapor Concentrations

The averages on the attached graphs represent those for
the five PVC plants, not including Calvert City or the Avon
Lake Technical Center.

This data brings the graphs up to date through August 23,
1974,

A new format for reporting ambient vinyl chloride data began
on August 9, 1974. This format includes the averages equal

to or less than 10 ppm and greater than 25 ppm, in addition to
the average reading and the percent greater than 50 ppnm.

When suitable data has been obtained, these values can also
be included in the graphical presentatiop.

GDS/cls
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_IHPLEMENT‘TION OF NIOSH RECOMMENDATIONS

AUGUST PROGRESS REPORT

AVON LAKE TECHNICAL CENTER

To give everyone an idea as to what we are doing, I have attached our
Ceneral Safety and Housekeeping Procedure for VCl and PVC laboratories and

Buildings. This policy covers the temporary standards issued by OSHA.

It covers general housekeeping procedures, protective clothing, showeriﬁg
and respiratory protection. Our people are following this procedure to the

letter.

As far as monitoring is concerned, we are monitoring with three methods--
the OVA, carbon tubes and glass flasks. The first method determines hydro-
carbon exposure, the latter two determine VCl exposure. .

We are monitoring-as7follows: ) o R
A. Reaction: OVA readings must be below 50 ppm before entering.

B.

C.

Readings are recorded on the vessel entry permit. Very dirty
reactions are monitored while being cleaned since additional
VCM may be released when buildup is cut into.

Established fixed points: Fixed points readings are taken
daily at 14:00 and in addition at 6:00 and 22:00 on Tuesdays

and Thursdays. All areas where VCl is used are covered. These
readings are taken with an OVA so we know our hydrocarbon expo-
sures above 10 ppm. These readings are normally in the 6-20 ppm
ranges. We are also taking carbon tube samples in these areas
to get a history of our VCl exposure. Highest of these readings
has been 2.27 ppm of VCl.

Personal monitoring: FEach operation is being monitored weekly with

an OVA, If the operation is <25 ppm of hydrocarbon for three weeks,
it is then monitored only once a month. Once out of spec ( > 25 ppm),
the operation must be monitored until in specification and then weekly
as above until it is <25 ppm for three consecutive weeks, Most of
our operations are within specifications. However, we do have some
periodically out of spec. Equipment and procedures being changed

" to bring these operations into specification,

We are also checking some of our worst operations with carbon tubes.
Our highest reading to date is 12 ppm of VC1l which was obtained while
char ging VC1 to a charging cylinder. An OSHA inspector also sampled
this operation. We don't have his result.

bSOt ILb7



D. _Perimeter Monitoring: We are working with-the ALGCP in monitoring the

Avon Lake site (ALTC & ALGCP),

The glass flask technique is used for

sampling. Results have been in the ppb range. One reading was

_slightly above 1 ppm.
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B.F. GOODRICH CHEMICAL COMPANY
- 'AVON LAKE TECHNICAL CENTER

Operations Council . GENERAL NOTICE: SAF-37.
Supervisors . _

' . : : ISSUED: June 21, 1974
TO: . . . "~ REVISED:

SUBJECT: ' GENERAL SAFETY AND HOUSEKEEPING PROCEDURE FOR VCl1l AND FVC
LABORATORIES AND BUILDINGS

Safety and housekeeping in the VCl - PVC laboratories and buildings* should
be such that the exposure of our people to VCI or VCl containing materials
is held to a minimum., The following rules may seem too restrictive, but

they are necessary if we are to maintain a safe workplace. Your cooperation
in implementing them is appreciated.

1. Spillaze Control

r -

Spills of PVC must be cleaned up immediately and placed in
closed containers impervious to VCl (steel drums). Waste PVC

must be handled in the same manner. Loose polymer must not be
-put in the dumpsters.

2. Eating Facilities

Eating and drinking or storage of food or beverages is not )
permitted in the listed laboratories or buildings., They are
permitted in totally enclosed offices in laboratory areas, if

" the pressure in the adjacent laboratory or room is less than
that in the office and if chemicals are not stored there.
Eating is not permitted anywhere in buildings 414 (West
Process), 426 (Extruder Building), or 424 (Warehouse). Em-
ployees should wash their faces and "hands before eating.

3. Protective Clothing

A, Pants and shirts, coveralls, etc.

1. All personnel spending over 4 hours per day in the VCl or
the PVC laboratories or buildings must have a daily change
of pants and shirts, or coveralls, etc.

Those spending less than four hours per day in these areas
need not change daily.

It is requested that those wearing street clothes wear
‘lab coats whenever they enter West Process. This is not
necessary in other buildings or laboratories.

* Building 413, Laboratories 11, 12, & 13
Building 414
Extruder Building =~ 426
Mill Room
Warehouse .
Building 423 where VCl and PVC and Geon Latex are handled.

All other buildings or laboratories where VCl and PVC and Geon Latex
are handled.

LSOV ILEE
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Long sleeved coveralls or shirts are preferied. ‘However,
if short sleeved ones are currently being used, they

should be replaced with long sleeved ones as they wear out,

B, Protective Gloves, Footwear, or Head Covers

1.

2,

3.

Protective gloves must be worn when handling VCl or VCl
containing material. Rubber gloves are worn when handling
VCl or wet cakes. Canvas gloves are to be worn when

.handling dry resin.

Protective footwear must be worn where exposure to VCl or
VCl containing material is likely; rubber footwear for VCl
and wet cake; shoe covers for dry resin.

Protective head covers are to be worn in areas visually

‘dusty with PVC resin or when entering a PVC reactor. Im-

pervious head covers should be used for high VCl areas
(in vessels); Cloth head covers for areas dusty with dry
resin,

4, Daily Shower

A.

B.

All persons working more than 4 hours a day in VCl -
PVC buildings or laboratories must shower daily and wash

. hands and face before eating.

If a person is exposed to excessive amounts of VCI,
especially liquid VCl, or his clothing is wet from
wet cakes, he must-shower and change clother immediately,

If a person's exposure to VCl is limited (hands only, for
‘example), he should immediately wash the affected part.
Washing hands and face prior to eating is recommended

. even if exposure is minimal.

5.’ Respiratory Protection

A,

B.

All persoms (visitors included) entering building 414
must carry or have readily available a cartridge respirator.

Cartridge masks should be used for breathing in operatioms

and in areas where exposure may be above 25 ppm; for example,
when opening reactors, fastening and unfastening VCl cylinders
to and from supply and change lines, filtering resin, removing
pumps, breaking pipe lines and instrument lines, and blowing
out lines that might contain VCl.

Work which may reasonably be expected to release VCl in
concentrations in excess of 50 ppm, such as repair,
maintenance, cleaning of reactors and other equipment
containing vinyl chloride, shall be accomplished by

8501 145
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employees wearing air supplied respirators or self-
contained breathing apparatus, Air line masks must not
be removed for verbal communication when in 50 ppm areas.
Be sure straps are tightened,

D. In case of spills or leaks where exposure is above 50
ppm of VC1, a cartridge mask should be used until an
air mask can be obtained. Area should be immediately
evacuated by those not wearing air supplied masks.

"E. Dust respirators must be used in visually dusty areas.

If concentration of VCl is 25-50 ppm, a canister res-
pirator equipped with a dust filter must be used.

"F. Persons taking OVA readings must wear cartridge masks

around their necks ready for ifistant use when they find
themselves exposed to above 25 ppm of Vinyl Chloride,
If above 50 ppm, they must immediately leave the area
until the condition is corrected.

G. Spot ventilation must be used where it is likely that
VC1 might escape into the atmosphere.

Changing Cartridges

A, Cartridges for respiratory masks should be changed after
breathing through for 60 minutes in an atmosphere of 25-
50 ppm VC1,

B. Men in B/414 Vest (VCl side) and laboratories 12 and 13
of building 413 should change their cartridges at least
weekly, more often if necessary. '

C. 'Those persons working less than 4 hours per day in
these areas and whose exposure to VCl is minimal can
extend this time. It is their responsibility to estimate
their exposure and decide when to change cartridges.

Vessel Entry

‘A. Air supplied respirators, impervious head covers and

suits, rubbers and rubber gloves must be worn when
entering a vessel, '

B. OVA reading must be below 50 ppm before entering. Read-
" ings must be recorded on the vessel entry permits. Very
dirty reactors should be monitored while being cleaned
since additional VCM may be released when buildup is cut into.

C. Persons sticking their heads in a reactor to examine the
buildup, etc,, must wear a cartridge mask.

'GQOTLAbz
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Corrective Action

Any time there is an excursion above 50 ppm, corrective action
must be taken. The process must be changed, leaks stopped, or
exhaust hoods installed to eliminate VCl in the atmosphere. If

. this cannot be done immediately, an air supplied mask must be
"worn while performing this operation. All other persons must

leave the area.

' Shutting down an Operation

J. S. Alten or F. Zieber have the authority to shut down any
process operation where people are comnsistently exposed to

> 25 ppm VCM until precautions have been taken to reduce the
exposure to { 25 ppm. In addition, J. S. Alten and the manager
in charge have the authority to shut down other areas or labora-
tories, if similar conditions as above persist,

E@ﬁlbyee Notification

OVA or other readings taken to monitor the various operations and
buildings are to be posted where those concerned can see them, Em-

ployees exposed to over 50 ppm of VCl must be informed of correc-
tive action being taken.
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