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Antitrust Reminder

Group activities of competitors are inherently suspect under the antitrust laws. Many agreements
among competitors, however, are both legal and beneficial to the tndustry The best vehicle for
enjoying the benefits of permitted agreements among competitors while avoiding the pitfalls of illegal
agreements is by belonging to a trade assocratton like SPI whlch takes its obhgattons in this regard
very seriously. - SR ALY e

All SP| staft rnembers are well versedin antrtrust matters and the ¢ assocratlon relies heavily on their
judgment to see that topics which may. give an appearance of an agreement that would violate the

antitrust laws are not discussed at SPI meetings. The tact that an 'SPI staff member is present ata - L

. meeting, however shouid not invite probing to determme how far a dlscussioh ,¢an proceed before it
" _becomes apparent that it is rmproper andis cut off s’ the '°5P°“§$'"£V of eaqh member inthe ttrst"
instance to ‘avoid raising improper subjects Yor dtSCUSSIon Thrs reminder has been prepared t
. assure that participants in SPI meetings are aware of this obligation. ...
The Dos and Don'ts presented below hrghlrght ﬁly okt Hasrc an"trtrust pnncrples anh ‘
parucrpant inan SPI meehng should be thoroughly fammar wrth tne P1 Bulletin, "The_Antttrust Laws s
-and You—A Guide and Introducuon toan Und 8 f theé. deral Antitrust Laws. and )
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5 consult counsel in all cases’ m\m!vrng specrfrc.srtuatfons nterp t%}oqs A
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(b) Industry?pncmg polncres pnce levels."
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(d) Bids on contracts for partrcular products. procedures for respondrng to brd invrtatrons. i ;,(,,,"

(8) Plans of individual cornpames concerning the des;gn' product?on dlstnbutnon or marketing of :
particular products. rnc|ud|ng proposed temtones or custg{mers. - M\; , -
(f) Matters relatmg to actual or potentral indrvrdual supphers that mrghl have the effect of excludmg"g‘ ’
them trom anz market or of mtluencrng the busrness conduct of. hrms toward such supplters or

custorners 5, . et "‘5’ beo -f- v,*ﬁ' i L TR S

o rncrdental to SPI sponsored meetmgs even in 4es
'3, Do not meet wrthout SP! staﬁ or counSer resent

' "i}l ,,,Adhpre to prepared agendes {or all SPI rnpe ings
aocurately teflect thé matters which’ transpired

. 2 Understand the purposes end authonty of each SP] roup,l_n'_'w‘ ch you,pargrcrpate. - 4@, ;:Ii"# £
" 3. Consultwiththe SPI General Counseland yourcompwg'nycodnsel nallant:trustquestrons relati
j .10 SPI meetmgs T s ;:_) u‘s.'.‘”‘fﬁifs’ "':in :'~"~\,"~$~Z :
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