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and Tariffs, it was notcd that under the Defense Production Act, 50 U.S.C. §4533, “Congress
provides the President with a broad sct of authoritics ..., including Title 111, which authorizes the
usc of cconomic incentives to secure domestic industrial capabilitics essential to meet national
defense and homeland security needs. DOD has funded several Title TIT projects to increase
domestic production of steel products,” including a $56 million agreement in 2020 to boost stecl
platc production signed by the predecessor owner of a Cliffs” facility.®

A Presidential Exemption would advance all of the following national sceurity interests
while EPA goces about reconsidering and revising the Coke Ovens Rule: (1) maintaining a strong
domestic steclmaking industry; (2) avoiding regulatory mandates that lead to coke and stecl
shortages, offshoring of coke production, and resulting supply chain impacts: (3) promoting
cconomic and job growth madc possible by the coke and steel industrics; and (4) avolding wastceful
commitments of resources on regulatory mandates that provide no discernable public health or
environmental benefit.

Without a Presidential Exemption, the coke production industry would be faced with an
cstimated §1.3 billion in new capital costs, plus morce than $220 million in annual opcerating costs.
Coke facilitics would be forced to install new, unproven pollution control technologics in an effort
to comply with the new standards, even though compliance may not be feasible using available
tcchnology. The cost associated with the Coke Ovens Rule would substantially impact local and
national cconemics and would undermine the coke and stecl scetors vital role in producing the
iron and steel nceded to support critical infrastructure, defense, and national security.

The importance of avoiding these harms to the coke and stecl industry is emphasized in a
Dceember 6, 2023 lctter from cight current and former U.S. Scnators  including then-Scnator J1D
Vance to EPA warning that the Coke Ovens Rule and two other rules aimed at the steel scetors
*... would dramatically undermine the domestic steel industry and national sccurity while driving
production overscas likely resulting in no net reduction in emissions from the stecl industry
globally.”” Likewise, in a Junc 14, 2024 lctter six current and former U.S. Scnators  again
including then-Senator Vance  urged EPA to reconsider the Coke Ovens Rule and two other rules
aimed at the steel industry, warning that *“... the steel industry will be ferced to proceed with
planning and spending for unproven technologics and work practices while the final provisions of
the rules remain uncertain,  Given that these regulations will impact nearly cvery aspect of the
integrated iron and steclmaking proccess, it 1s imperative that EPA grant both the petitions for
rcconsideration and requests for stay of the rules.”'” Similar concerns were raised in a letter to
EPA from Congress Members Crawford and Mrvan of the Congressional Steel Caucus.'!

¥ Congressional Rescarch Service Report, U.S. Steel Manufacturing: National Sceurity and Tariffs (August 12,
2021)., itz il e el

* Letter from 118, Scnators Vance, Brown,
Regan, p. | (Dec. 6, 2023).

1 T etter from U.S. Senators Vance, Brown, Braun, Cascy. Klobuchar, and Young to Administrator Regan, p. 2
(Junc 14, 2024).

' Letter from Congressmen Crawford and Mrvan to Administrator Regan, p. 1 (Dee. (8, 2023).
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