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2 0 th  Novem ber, 1933

U r . B . A s la n -F in a ly ,  .

T e t r a e th y l  L e a d .

D ear S i r ,  '

I  have  p a id  a  v i s i t  t o  D r . K o h n -A b rest an d  p u t  "before 
h im  a r e p o r t ,  w h ich  was sent-, t o  me by U r . M ic h le r,  on th e  t e t r a e t h y l  
l e a d  s i t u a t i o n  in  A m e ric a .  ̂ '

D r . K ohn -A b rest co n f irm ed  t o  me t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  lo n g  
e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  c a s e s  o f  l e a d  a b s o r p t io n ,  he had  come to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  
t h a t  le a d  i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  e x c re te d  by  th e  h a i r  o f  the  head  an d  s k in  o f  
a n im a ls ,  and  in  E n g l is h  and A m erican  r e p o r t s  a s  w e ll  a s  in  th o s e  w h ich  
I  showed h im , t h e r e  i s  no  m en tio n  o f  e x c r e t i o n  of. l e a d  by  t h e  s k in  o f  
a n im a ls . '■

E n c lo se d  p le a s e d  f in d  d e t a i l s  g iv e n  me by D r . Kokn- 
A b re s t  w h ich  c l e a r l y  show t h a t ,  u n d e r  c o n d i t io n s  o f l e a d  i n t o x i c a t i o n ,  
th e  q u a n t i t i e s ,  e x p re s s e d  i n  m i l l i o n t h s ,  v a ry  betw een  200 and  55C0 f o r  
th e  s k in  o f  a n im a ls ,  human h a i r  and  t e e t h ,  w h ereas t h e  q u a n t i t y  e x c re te d  
by th e  o rg an s  o f  th e  body  i s  l e s s  th a n  90 and i n  p ar t i c u l a r ,  l e s s  th a n  
35 By th e  k id n e y s . ' .­

I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  D r. K o h n -A b rest h a s  g iv e n  an  
o p in io n  from  a  t e c h n i c a l  p o in t  o f  v ie w , he w i l l  n o t f a i l  t o  make v e r i ­
f i c a t i o n s  on th e  s u b j e c t .  I t  w ou ld  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know i f  t h e  am ounts 
o f  le a d  e x c re te d  by  th e  s k in  o f  a n im a ls  h a s  b een  t es t e d  i n  A m erica  and 
E n g la n d . .

, I  th o u g h t i t  w ould be u s e f u l  t o  draw y o u r  a t t e n t io n  t o
t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  c a se  t h a t ,  t o  o b ta in  a u th o r i t j r  f o r  t h e .u s e  o f  t e t r a e t h y l  
le a d  i n  F ra n c e , e x p e r im e n ts  have t o  be made by  D r. K o h n -A b rest o r  by  any  
o th e r  co m p eten t p e rs o n .  . ..

Y ours s in c e r e l y ,


