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THE MONTHLY
Jun e  1970

¡¡^ ^ ¿ Z X tS S Z fS S S i
• T h e  new te c h n o lo g ica l m a n

131 ^ n ‘ ,Um ' 9° “  h i* b o n o s* *«**>•«-l\TiZt,.™T l " M> “ ■ -
W h e n  D r .  B a r r y  C o m m o n e r  f i r s t  m a d e

w e jrrar us « K ts m c 3 l i
e d*dn t q u ite  a p p re c ia te  the p la c e  o f  asbee-  

t o .  in  e a ch  fa s :  co m p a n y . N ow  w .  d o . ^

w e a lm o a t  w is h  w e d id n 't . F o r  the p re .e n c«  

“  .*** * "  *  *»be»‘ o* f i b r e ,  by the uncount­
a b ic  t r i l l i o n ,  co n s titu te s  a  particu ;« r2 y  

h ea lth  m e n a c e . "
W h i t ’ * it  do ing  in  the a t r ?  A s  u ru a l it*« 

th e re  to e n d a n g er p e op le  becaume it i s  the 
e s s e n t ia l in g re d ie n t  in  a p r o c e s s  de„i(.->-d t< 

-g-r ° te c t **»*»»- A s b e s to s  f ib r e s  a re  spravc-d  
on s te e l «le.m.Vers i.. new c o n s t, u c iio n  to 
f ir e p r o o f  them . A n d  they  ca n  be le th a l. I f  
you  ta n a ic  an ir iu iu in a tc  a m o w  of 
fo r  a s u ff ic ie n t  p , n o d .  JOU b ecom e  ¡ u l ^ l  
t ib lc  to  m e s o th e lio m a , a s u re - fa ta l fo rm  o f  
c a n c e r  o f the o u te r  lin in g  of the lung . S o m e

'  •  “ “ • *  « a w c h t u h  p a r i i c i c «
w hen co m b in ed  w ith  a gaseou s po iluuttu  " 
t r ig g e r  a s y n c rg y s t ic  e ffe c t . F o r  e x a m p le , 
an in s u la t io n  w o rk e r  w ho a ls o  is  a c ig s re ,  
s m o k e r  i t  92 t im e s  m nr#  lik e ly  te dev^ ’ -p

lung c a n c e r  tH*in the g e n e ra l popu lation .
M o s t  sp ra y in g  re g u la t io n s  a re  a im e d  a t  

prohib itin j*  t i l  v is ib le  e m is s io n s  of a sb e s to s  
f ro m  c o n s tru c t io n  s ite s .  A n d  that’ s the 
d e v il o f  i t .  B e ca u s e  v e ry  f in e  p a r t ic le s ,  in ­
v is ib le  to  the hum an eye and  d if f ic u lt  to 
d e te ct w ith  in s tru m e n ts , f i l l  the a ir .  M o r e ­

a i r  m o n ito r in g  s ta t io n s  in  a g iven  
“ ban a r e a  p ro d u c e  v e r y  s c a r y  re a d in g s . 
T h e  eq u iv a le n t o f. s a y . a m i l l io n  f ib re *  m a y  
be found in  a  cu b ic  m e te r  o f  a i r  f a r  f r o m  a  
c o n s tru c t io n  s it* . C lo s e r  to  su ch  a s ite , the  
a sb e s to s  count m a y  be ten t im e s  as  g re a t.

"N e w  Y o r k  C it y  is  l i t e r a l ly  s itt in g  in  a  
c loud  o f  a s b e s to s ,"  te s t if ie d  D r .  W il l ia m  
N ic h o ls o n , p h y s ic is t  fo r  M o u n t  S i  .a i H o s p i-  
ta l"s E n v iro n m e n ta l S c ie n c e  L -tb o ra to ry .
A n d  a n o th e r a u th o r ity . D r .  R o b e rt  N . R ic k ie s  
bas s a id  fla t out that it  m ig h t be the s m a r t  
thin«* to r<irn*nat^ A«h**»«Tr»w r;n^

thing s a fe r  f o r  f ire p ro o f in g . E v e n  un ion  
C aaiC^ la i i«£»cr ¿me» Lo y ie ld  U*eir m e n ‘ i  
jo b s  e a s i ly ,  have had it  w itn  a s b e s to s . J a c o b  
N o v a k , w hose N ew  Y o r k  lo c a l  in su la te s  p ip e s  
a fte r  a s b e s to s  has been s p ra y e d , sa id  re c e n t­
ly  at a M e» r:rg . 1  arr. net h e re  te d e s tro y  a 
tra d e , bu t a lte r  b u ry in g  m o r e  and m o re  of 
m y  m e n  1 know w hat the h a z a rd s  a re . W h a t­
e v e r  the co s t  of re p la c in g  s p ra y e d  a s b e s to s , 
no one ( a ii  a i r a t i i  is n ’ t w o rth  it.'-

And so  the tra d e —off?  —o . M o r e  and 
® o r e » f i  w i l l  be the net e n v iro n m e n ta l ga in  
t l a l i i e t c i u i i n »  ihe  r ig h t  te c h n o lo g ica l c n o ic e .

*“ b a  b a s is , w ho co u ld  a rg u e  aga inst  
b a n ish in g  a sb e sto s?


