" February 1%, 1950

Dr. Louis W, Spolyar, Director
Division of Industrial Hygilsne
Indisna Stite Board of Health
1068 west Michigan Street
Indlanapolis 7, Indlana

Deor Dr. Spolyar:

I cnclose an appliecation dulletin on our Aroclors. Cn page 13, there
is n summary of almost all our toxicolegy informaticn on this compound.

If the cnse you refer to is in Drazil, Indians, our company has had
aome contact with the problem. This particular installation used a
Lemporary heat transfer system, and thus did not make the installation
atr tight. This is contrary to our expressed instructions when’
Aroclor 1s to be used at elevoted temperatures. Upon hearing of the
11lness, one of our development engineers went to the plant and gave
hia recommondations, and then I called ths plant physician to try teo
obtain sorm idca of what the illnesses were. s far 2s I could
determine, two men suffered from gastrointestinal upset. 1 suspected
the possibility that the'.iroclor fumes might have caused liver damage,
v but was unable to obtain this informmtion over the phone. I was alse
AN unable to contact the cmployee's physician.

7

The toxicology of Aroclors 18 somewhat confused. The experimental
work was done by Dr. Drinker at Harvard about 12 years ago, nnd wae
done in connection with chlorinated naohthylsne, chlorinsted dichenyl,
and chlorinated diphenyl high boiler. Both of these last two are
Aroclors. In the particular work at Harvard, Dr. Drinker found that
Arecler 1203, which means diphenyl chlorinated to 68%, was of low
toxicity. The confusion existed in his findings that Aroclor 1253,
which is the diphenyl chlorinated to only 543, was considerably more.
toxis on inhalation. We did not supply him with this material, and I
was gcvcr aonvinced that some error might not have deen made in the
‘snnple. .

At any rate, we have adwised protection ageinst all Aroclor fumes when
sn elevated temperature is used. I will appreciate it if you will let
me know the recault of your investigation, if one ie to be made.

Very truly yours

R. Fmmet Kslly, M.D.

RFK:rg Medical Director
B CC: Mr. Paul Benignus
St. Louts " M11878

WATER_PCB-SD0000017727



