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K Tere L8 s vest litersture reporring results of iavastigetions Lato

the comperBtive_ toxicity of chrylatile ssbessos, 4in reletien fo
other Fihers, 1lu summary,.po sigrificent difference was'found, #l¥
‘arietiea show Lmportspt fibrogecis 98d carcinogenic activity. At
your Pequest, we will provyide sowe of thg most pertinent references.

-

I23cfe? as bumas effects sre copaerned, it 1a conceivsble that the
anipal sodela 4o vot reflect s difference which might exist osmodg the
Ipver vyarietien; this possible difference i@ the subjest o2 investipn-~
, tios iz e gumwber 0f ways, Dr, MsDonsld cousidere that hip studies
- iu tbe chrysotile mines in Quebec have shown less lung cspcer and
zesothelioms than other sshostos-exposed groups, Very worridose 19
bis observmtion thst more hesvily sxposed ohkrysotile minmerz bhad five
. tives #S much lung cancer 3 those more lightly exposed(l)., This
4 vould provide alesr evidensce of the cercipogenic eflect of chrysotile
“ ashestos, since the individusle coocernnd bad .heen axposed only to
this fiber variety. 7Too, review O X-riy¥ BROTE thoEp meo has Ivown
suzerous ceses of asdestosis, demonstrs:idg tde Librogenic effect.

Iz addition to mine avd mill employees, studies have yiso bLeyn under=
taken of feetory populstions thought ta de exposed enly to chrysotile.
This is more complicated, since 1t Ls ZLfZ1eult 10 be sbsolutely sure
thst the populstione concernsd never hud sny exposire, however small,
to other f{ber voristiss, One such atidy wag reported by Dr, Thomas
Weneuso in 1962, and op tmportant cancar risk of the population {p-
vestigated wag fokod(2). Anether study has been reported st scientific
meetings by Dr. Joseph X. Wagener of the National Institute for Occupa~
tionel Safety and Heolth, While thie hae not yet appodred (n the scien-
t1fic press, [ om sure that you will heo sble to obtain s zopy of tbe
asnuseript from Pr, Wogoner,
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io odtalning Anforpetion ou the questlion, adventage M3y de take n Of
ipother set Of circumetavees, Asngits and groeidolite, the oth er two
spjor fibers used {m commerce, are 0ot mined to North America, and
pUSt be taported. Records of thele imports have beex kept by the
peparment of Commerce. We find that only trivinl qupotities o<

tdese fibers were tmported until the 1940's snd of these small szounte,
erocidolite was not wsed Iin soy insulewion moterials, slthough =zosite
vas, Therefore, expericnce of esbestoss Lasulxrion vorkers durimg the
1940's gnd 1950's (especially, the forrmer) can=ot be #8cribed to other
thsn the ofe asbestos fider thst vas ixa regular use 1o iasulaticon
materials during the 1530’3 = chrysotilde. Since lung caneer rutes,

33 well »s thea gecurrence of mesothslicwos and deaths of asbesseo=is,
vere demopstrably incressed amoog these men during the 1840's ey 19350's,
ve may itnfor the chrysotile-associated risk among them{3-~5),

i{nce the problem {35 gn important ome, 1 expect that mporse ufon;aation
31l become aveilable withinp the pext Sevaral years. ,

Sigcerely yours,

. Ig;ia 3. Seuknﬁ,&!.b.
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1J8:J1rp

1. McDonald, J.C,, MoDonsild, A.D., Gibbe, C.¥W,, Siemintyews, J. =pd
Rossiter, C,X, Mortality ip tle shxysctile asbestos pines »»md mills
of Quebec, Arch. Envaron. Reslth. 222(6);677-696, June 1971,

2, Manecuso, T.F. snd Quniter, E,J, Me®hodology Ln industrisl bedlth
studies, The cohort approsch, suth specisl reference to on =wsdestcs
company. Arxrch. Envireon, Health 3(220:210-226 (Feb,) 15653,

3. Selikoff, I.J., Churg, J. and Hommord, E.C, Asbesatos Exposure and
) seoplﬂ".. J.A.Mo“o 188222'-26, 1964.

4, Geliwotf, T.J., Churg, J, and Pommorsd, E,C, The occurrence !
asbeatosls gmong inivlation workers In the United States, Acwna,
N.Y, Acad, Ses, 130.(1):138-155, Dec. 1, 19686,

3. Selikeff; 1.J,, Hramond, E.C, ond Crurg, J, Asbectos pxposure,
smoklng ang ngopluste, J,A M.A 204( 2):1068-212, April 1968



