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GARLAND STPM PRESS
136 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 Telephone (212) 686-7492

October 2, 1981

Mr. George Peters 
c/o Peters & Peters Attorneys 
1460 Fourth Street, Suite 302 
Santa Monica, Calif. 90401
Dear George:

Here is the letter from Porzio, Bromberg & Newman 
wfô ch brought to my attention some offending references 
in the Source Book.

As per our conversation, if you would be so kind as 
to pull together a reply that I can then send over to 
them, I would be most appreciative.
Thanks.

Sincerely

Wiliam G. Salo, Jr. 
Senior Editor

WGS:nf 
Enclosure
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a division of Garland Publishing, Inc.



R A LPH  P O R Z IO  
M Y RO N  J .  B R O M B ER G  
J O H N  M. NEW M AN 
C A R L  G R E E N B E R G  
T H O M A S R . C H E SS O N  
N O R M A N  G. SADE 
ALAN R . A D LER  
A N D R E W  M. KIMMEL 
A N ITA  H O T C H K IS S  
M A RC Z. EDELL 
R O B E R T  J . B R E N N A N  
R IC H A R D  M. C H IS H O L M  
LAUREN E. H A N D LER  
T H O M A S H. E. HALLETT 
C H R IS T O P H E R  S. F IN A Z Z O  
CY N TH IA  M. C R A IG  
ELLEN LEWIS R IC E  
G O R D O N  S .G R A B E R  
M ARILYN G O TTLIEB W ASSER

J O H N  F. LYNCH 
OF C O U N S E L

Porzio, Bromberg 8 N ewman
A P R O F E S S IO N A L  C O R P O R A T IO N  

C O U N S E L L O R S  A T  LAW  
163 MADISON AVENUE 

CN 0 97
MORRISTOWN, N. J. 07 96 0  

201-538-4006

September 29, 1981

Garland STPM Press 
136 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York 10016

Re: Source Book on Asbestos Diseases 
File No. 9317

Gentlemen:

Please be advised that this firm represents ASARCO and Lake 
Asbestos of Quebec, Ltd., both of which have been joined in a 
number of pieces of litigation throughout the country. It has 
recently come to our attention that the Source Book on Asbestos
Diseases: Medical, Legal and Engineering~Aspects,.published by
your company in 1980, contains certain inaccuracies with respect 
to the aforesaid corporations. As a result of those inaccuracies, 
we are now facing the defense of a number of lawsuits which the 
respective companies should not be involved in.

Specifically, on Page A10, you list ASARCO as a mining con­
cern, producing asbestos. This is incorrect and ASARCO's only 
relationship to asbestos fiber is through its subsidiary, Lake 
Asbestos of Quebec, Ltd. ASARCO has never mined, milled or sold 
asbestos fiber. Unfortunately, ASARCO has been named as a defen­
dant in a number of suits, not in its capacity as parent company 
for Lake Asbestos of Quebec, Ltd*, but rather on the basis of 
their being listed on Page A10 of your publication. Although 
Motions for Summary Judgment have been made on behalf of ASARCO 
in a number of jurisdictions, these Motions have been opposed by 
plaintiffs' counsel, listing as an Exhibit the subject page to 
your book. In many instances, some judges have suggested that 
there is a material issue of fact in this regard and, therefore, 
summary judgment cannot be granted. This necessitates ASARCO's 
participation in litigation and the incurrence of substantial 
costs in regard thereto.



Garland STPM Press 
September 29, 1981 
Page 2

Porzio, Bromberc ô Newman

, More significantly, however, is the error in your publication 
which appears on Pages All and A13. On those pages you list ASARCO 
and Lake Asbestos of Quebec, Ltd. as manufacturers of asbestos pro­
ducts. As a result of these listings, ASARCO and Lake have been 
joined in insulation worker cases, shipyard worker cases and a 
variety of other cases in which the plaintiffs' exposure had only 
been to asbestos products. These were not cases in which the 
plaintiffs had simply been exposed to raw asbestos fiber, such as 
"plant worker cases", in which the plaintiffs had worked for manu­
facturing facilities which incorporated Lake's asbestos in the 
asbestos products being produced at the respective locations. We 
have run into the same difficulty as set forth above with respect 
to ASARCO, that being the joinder of both ASARCO and Lake in insula­
tion worker cases and shipyard worker cases, on the strength of 
their being listed in your book. Substantial costs have been 
incurred as a result of the error in your publication. I do not 
know from what source you obtained the information reflected on 
Pages All and A13 respecting ASARCO and Lake Asbestos of Quebec, 
Ltd., but it is clearly erroneous.

I have informed my clients that I would contact you in an 
effort to correct the subject error on a cooperative basis. I 
sincerely hope that the comments made in the beginning of your 
publication regarding the "accuracy and completeness" of the 
source book is correct and I await your response in regard thereto.


