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'It is my understanding that asbestos may toe a non-essential ‘ ^
ingredient in many points being used only as a filler. Except 
for acid or beat resistance, asbestos would generally seem to toe 
non-essential for masonry structural coatings. Any non-cellulose 
filler would therefore suffice.
Sene people bare wanted to take solace in the safety of asbestos 
fiber ingredients if they are "encapsulated*. This seems to mean 
different things to different people, one interpretation is that 
the fibers arc entirely encased or surrounded by another materiali 
another definition seems to include if the fibers are simply 
contained in a tar or resinous binder, While these might be 
effective means of eliminating fiber dissemination in air during 
application, spraying, etc., it does not necessarily answer all of 
the possibilities for potential people exposures. As an example,
X would suspect that in the demolition or destruction of masonry 
buildings which have & dried paint film containing asbestos, we 
would probably find considerable fiber generation during demolition.
Because of these possibilities, it seems prudent to me that we 
include paints and coatings in our overall objective to make Alcoa 
as asbestos free as possible, it is with this purpose in mind that 
1 ask that we try to identify any paints that now contain asbestos 
that are on the Alcoa approved list and determine if there ate 
safer substitute paints and coatings available.

E. B. RUMBERGER
EEK/eds
Enclosure
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