
November ?,1923.0CL-R8J1

Superintendent,
U.5.Bureau of Mines,
Pittsburg, Pa.

—7 A SUBJECTi Physiological Effects 
of Ethyl Gas

Bear Ur. Flo
In tho Ulnutes of your Problem Confer«no« 

of the Cheadool Division, Qotobor 27, 1 not« under 
B»169, the above title, and X believe that 1 recall 
that UIdgiiy toll me bis Company had decided to adopt 
the trade name ’’othyl gas." Of course, their objects 
in doing so are fairly clear, and among other things 
they aro not particularly desirous of having the name 
"lead” appear in this oase. That is alright frost the 
standpoint of the aeneral« Motors Company, but it is 
quite a question in sty mind as to whether the Bureau 
of Mines would be justified in adopting this name so 
early in the gome before it has hod the support of 
popular usage.

The reasons for tqy objection are as followsi 
(1) it will lead to oonfuslon, especially If the noise 
ever beoomesjŵ d̂ n̂sed, as there are many other ethyl 
gases besideŝ totraetigrl leedt (2) since the real ob­
ject of our Imrestigotion is to determine whether or 
not lead is deleterious in the combustion produote, it 
Beans to me that we would be wise in our investigations 
to refer to its ohemlo&l name "tetraethyl lead", or one 
of the other ones possible. This is merely sy personal 
feeling, and 1 am open to conviction. If you do not 
shunt it, X would like to hear from you further.

Very truly yours.

oo to Dtr. Lyon
S.C.Llnd 
Chief Chemist
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SUBJECT: Physiological Effects of 
Ethyl Gas.

Dear Dr. lintf:
( 7
Replying to your letter of November 3:

tâief'ûiïêrnTsL

I purposely avoided the use of "lead" in the inter­
bureau correspondence on this subject because of the fact that 
even in confidential investigations the Washington Office some­
times slips out information to the newspapers. It was in our 
cooperative agreement that there should be no publicity on this 
investigation until it was completed and the final report pub­
lished. If it should happen to get some publicity accidentally, 
it would not be so bad if the word "lead" were omitted as this 
term is apt to prejudice somewhat against its use. In our re­
port for publication we will, of course, use the correct term.

In interbureau correspondence the trade name is an 
easy term to use and I do not see where it will cause any trouble.

Very truly yours,

cc Dr. Lyon 
File

A. C. Fieldner.
»
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