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Nancy and Justin

The attached document and email below summarize the steps to hiring are foreign nationals as SGEs. SAB staff worked 
with OGC and OARM staff to draft the summary and presented the attached document to the DFO network in 
September 2017. The summary has the OGC and HR contacts we worked with to develop the options.

The SAB is in the process of bringing on a SGE that is a permanent resident with green card and UK citizenship. It is the 
first time we have used the process with HR staff.

Best
Tom Carpenter

Thomas Carpenter
Designated Federal Officer / Sr. Biologist 
US EPA Science Advisory Board, MC 1400R 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington DC 20460 
ph 202 564 4885 Fax 202 565 2098

From: Hanlon, Edward
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 12:46 PM
To: Subject: further updated final version hiring foreign nationals as SGEs 

Hi all,

FYI, Khanna, Sue, Tom A. and I talked with David Guerrero of OGC last Thursday afternoon on hiring foreign 
nationals as SGEs. David is an OGC labor attorney. Jim McCleary was also on the call.

During our teleconference with David, we discussed the two scenarios for hiring foreign nationals as SGEs: 1) 
those who live in the US and 2) those who live outside of the US. Based on that discussion, we’ve updated our 
response to nominees regarding hiring foreign nationals as SGEs. See the attached updated emails to folks 
covering the two scenarios. In quick summary of our discussion and the attached emails is noted below.
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For foreign nationals who live in the US, EPA is prohibited by law from using appropriated funds to 
compensate aU.S. Government employee, including SGEs, who work in the Einited States unless the employee 
is a U S. citizen, or is a person who is lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence and is 
seeking U S. citizenship within six months of being eligible to do so. To allow us to determine their eligibility 
for compensable service on EPA FACA Committees, we would ask foreign nationals who live in the US to 
please confirm whether they are a lawfully admitted permanent resident and have applied for U.S. citizenship.

If foreign nationals who live in the US are willing to serve as an SGE on EPA FACA Committees without 
compensation, we could hire such foreign nationals who live in the US if they are either: a) a lawful permanent 
resident (i.e., a green card holder); or b) a person who has already received authorization to work in the United 
States from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. If they do not have such authorization, a person 
must be willing to apply for and must receive such authorization in order to serve as an SGE on an EPA FACA 
Committee.

For foreign nationals who live outside the US, they can serve as an SGE for compensable service on EPA 
FACA Committees if they are either: a) a lawful permanent resident (i.e., a green card holder); or b) a person 
who has already received authorization to work in the United States from the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services as long as their duty station is outside the US. If they do not have such authorization, a person must be 
willing to apply for and must receive such authorization in order to serve as an SGE on the EPA FACA 
Committee.
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