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% Tt is of interest whethor pleural caleification is primarily the result of long

ycars of exposure to asbestos dust or whether there are facton other thun ex-
posure to dust. Wo have investigaled persons working for a Jong period in a plant
processing ashastos products (chrysatile), petsons without occupational exposure to
dust but living in the vicinity of the plant, and contanguincous relations of patients
with pleural caleifications, We have also studicd a Jarge population ahove tie aze of
% - 40, in the district in which the plant is sitvated. Cowparison of the groups disclosed
that prevalacs of pleunal caleifications was closely related to opportunity for (~xpn-
sure to asiastos dust either ocenpativnally or by family or neighborbood contact, el
wieiv ny oiane - ovntrasted with the-unexposod population, Tho prevalence in the grotip with d&mt’ W
2L ot indiroct ashostos exposure wus 5.3, 5.8,"3.5%; whereas in tho uncxposed population ' -
it was 0.34%. These results indicate that eshestos is primarily responsible for pleural
findings, but that so:.u ploural disctse way be the rsult of the other Inctors, still
not knows. The identiiication of otber causes is hamperod by the long period which
nced elopss from the onsct of the process, to the ndﬁ:\opml _ADpoarance” of ‘the
.-.'pleunl ﬂnnge. Bl R e SRR "
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" Soon aftcr thé dcmonstranon of the Sbrogenic properties 6} asbcstos clinjcal
evidence appeared demonstrating pleusal changes in persons with long work..c ... &
exposure in asbestos mines or factories. The unusual finding of pleural calcifica-
tion was attributed, in the fftics, solely to the effect of asbestos [Cartier (4)," %
Lynch and Cannon (12)). Later, when unexplained fudings of the same char-
acter were made in the populations not known to be ex posed to asbestos, the - - ¥
etiology secemed less certain {Jacob and Bohlng (9), Ampach (1), Anspach,
Ronu.sch and Clauswitzer (2); Bohlig’ (3)]).

Epidemiological studics of populntions dcsigncd to investigate possnble ex- ..o
posurcs to asbestos dust Jed inthe sixties and later to sharp diffcrentiation of
both points of view. In the Hrst instance, are Finnish, Canadian, American and

_other investigators who beheve that oq:upanonal or nonoccupntnonal exposure.
§E 10, asbestod Pprovide’ e Background Agc PVt ; Brdinp@  Rivilols 310,21 ); %"
5 Raunto (16);: Ca}ti‘"(S) “Seclikof (4? 74016\!, Bourilkov, and Babaljov (21);
Rubino, Coneina, and Scansctti (18)} In the second group arc authurs who
ueseribe regional concentrations of pleural ealeification with no evident contact
... with ubestos and who, for this reason, reject an asbestos etiology. Prominent
W% in thfx socond "roup are Czcn wslovak workers (Hmmel (8)A Marso\'.: (15);
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