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Reference Customer's letter of March 21, 1985 to you regarding asbestos in
breaker arc chutes.

Prior to 1977 all type DH and DHP breaker are chutes were built with asbestos
rope spacers between the ceramic plates of the interrupter stack assembly, Tha
spacers vere formed by flattendng 3/16" diameter asbestos rope to approximately .
1/8" thickness. The assémblies were held togecher wich a white baking enamel
which covered the asbestos rope except for the 1/8" exposed surface between the
ceraxlc plates. .

Stareing approximately Janvary 1, 1977 the asbestos ropc was replaced hy glass
rope in all DH and DHP arc chutes.

In addition to the asbestos rope DH and DUP arc chutes, depending on the rating
and vintage, may have some pieces of asbestos cement board im them. This is a
hard, dense (90 ibsfcu.ft) asbestos fiber-hydraulic cement board which contains
approximately 29Z asbestos. This material is still being used,

The asbestos content of the arc chutes in question is as followss

50DH1L30 —

Asbestos rope -~ apPpxox, «15 lbs
Acbestos board ~ approx. .28 1bs (29% X .98 1bs)

Total % Asbestos = 1.1¥ ,,15 + .28 X 100
(23 + .28 X 100,
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Asbestos rope  ~ approx. .175 1bs
Asbestos boaxd — approx, .77 lbs (29% X 2.064 1bg)

Total % Asbestos = 0.95% ,.175 + .77 X 100,
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150DHPS00 - Built prior to January 1977

Asbestos rope ~ approx: .4 1b
Asbestos board ~ approx. .25 1lbs (291 X .84 1ba)

Total Z Asbestos = 0,26% ,.4 + .25 X 100)
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150D){P506 -~ Byilt after January 1977
Asbestos board -~ .25 1bs (29% X .84 lbs)

«25 X 100

Total Z Asbestos = 0.1% ( 550 )

Under noreal handling or operation, fiberous asbearos is not given off, If tlie
breaker has undergone a majoer fauvlt current interruption, there 1s a remote
posaibility that a few fibers of asbestos could.be relessed. Therefore, prior

to the breaker beilng examined for maintenance or other reasons, the following
procedure ghould be used. The bresker and assembly should be completely de-energized
‘per the prescribed procedure given in the instruction manual, When de~energized,
* any particulate watter should be removed by a dswp cloth from the Inside of the
cubicle and the exterfor of the breaker and arc chute assembly.

(Notet The equipment should be dry before any electrical testing, The cloth

should he digposed of by approved methods for asbestos waste material).

When cleaning the interior of the arc chutes, which involves blowing dry compressed
gir thru them, some fiberous agbestos may be blown off, Thérefore, personnel
should be protected uaing NIOSH approved personnel protection equipment.

A. Tomeo, Managex
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