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THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS IN INDUSTRY AND TO 1 HE GENERAL PUBLICWILL BE
EXAMINED M “ABC NEWS CLOSFUP — ASBESTOS: THE WAY TO DUSTY DEATH ON JULY 14

Ashestos, as the biggest industrial killer in histary which wili claim hundreds of thousands of lives
bofare the tum of the century, will be examined in the investigative, hour-long documentary special,
“ABC Mews Closaup — Asbestos. The Way to Dusty Death,” airing FRIDAY, JULY 14 (10.00 11:00 p.,
£, on the AC Television Network

“ARC Nows Closeup -- Ashestos The Way 1o Dusty Death” roveals original investinative material
shovang that the US. Navy and ather federal agencics knew jong ago ahout the hazurds of asbestos hut
faled 1o acL

The correspendeant 18 ABC News Sciance Editor Jules Bergman.

in Paterson, NJ. - former home of the Union Asozstos and Rubbar Co ., which made asbastos
pro Lacts fur American ships during World War [, and whzra asbestos workers have been studied more
thoroughly than anywhere clse in the neuion — abuut 22 percent of those workers have already died ot
¢ ar v Of othor asbostos-releted diseases, and 35 percent of their family members have lung abnormalitics

R.rbare Gurric, a 3b-year-old mother, recently had a lung reraoved because of mesoihehnano, 1ha
ot Oeadiy of ashestos cancars. Rarbara’s contact with asbestos was wncivact, Her father, an insutator at @

HLchusttts shipyard, brought home ashestos dust on his workclothes Her father died of lung cancer,

-—

i ot o killed ho mnother  Asbestos disease, when originally detected, 18 irreversible, leaving 11s
Ve s s Wil any average of two years to live.

Framihin Biooks @ former footbull player with Georgio Tech's Yellow Jackels — contracted
mieothcliont 1 bwo years agd AAs a 1eenagar, he was an asbestos worker 1o hulp pay his way through college.
Mo ha suffers from severe pain in his lungs and shortness of hreath, and soon will require 0xygen. he has
only a short time 1o live. For Franklin, 20 years passed before he saw the grim consequences of the V'deadly
chust

Maore than 30 years ago, Frank Cutlen worked with ashastos 45 a boilurmaker in the navy during
Werld War 11, He left the navy after the war and never again worked with ashestos, but in 1977 deveiopsd
ae smcontiollable cough — mesothelioma. He is rendered oo weak that he “can’t even take the top ofi @
cataun bottle ” Mr. Cullen undergoes chemotherapy treatmenis for one week every month at Mount Sinad
ool in New York, the nation’s leading cunter for ashestos related discasas. Dr. Selikoti, Director of
the [ varonmental Sciences [ ghoratory at Mount Sinoi, says of mesnthelioma- “'Sa far, the only causa
w s oy fop i ashestos Mosothalioma, now relatively common, onee was rere, Seltkoff explany, “From
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ABC NEWS CLOSEUP -- 2

“Frank Cullen,” Correspondent Bergman states, “is deeply i debt . . . the Veterens Adrmmnintration
has denizd his cleim for compensation, saying he can’t prove thiat his tlliness came from his service during
Waurid War 1. He is the victim of an indifferent navy . . "

At the Mare Island Navy Yard north of San Francisco, the unions - not ihe navy arcaned {or a
study by Do Phidlip Pohkoff, an accupationat health sneciofiot from Berkeley, Califorig, i, Paliboli
o> aminaed 359 shipyard workers and found that b8 percent had lung abnocmalitc.,

Ashestes may also be a problem 1o the genecal popudation, "ABC News Closeup - Achentos. The
Way to Dusty Deasth” examines tho effects of asbestos in building construction, and goos 10 Yils Unisersity
which has spent $260,000 to remove the cancer-causing mineral from its modern, receatly constructed
Aris and Architecture Building The program also explores the hazaerds of asbestos in autoriiobile bra%e
linings, which leave tons of the deadly powdor on the nation’s roathways.

Dr. Paul Kotin, Medical Director and Senior Vice President of Johns Manville Corngany, whose
products contain ashestos, responds to the federatl govarnmeant’s attempts to tighten industrial standards
for asbestos particies 1n the air: ""Government experis have boen wrong hefore, and they're v.rong now.”
Correspondent Boergman asks Kotin, "Didnt you oncs say there was no such thing z. a safe level of
exposure for any carcinogen?” Dr Kotin: | sure didd, and | said 11 as part of the Surg.on Generat's
commttee in 1970 . . Fguess UH tell vou Pmosmortes now ™ Dre Kotin is former head of e Nationzl
fositute of Pavironimental Health Services (NTEHS), e governnient's top environmental Fealth body.

The docomeatary 2iso examines what the novy s doing to control asbestos use. Among the
fdnss a navy survey of 114 ships in the Alantic fleet seveals that 8% percent cannot corr 'y with the
oy’ s own asbestos standards.

Prit L ewos oy the produce: of “ABC News Closag - - Acshoitos The Way 1o Dusty Daat ™

Parmela Hil s Fxeoutive Praducer of ABC Nees, Toelevision Docutmenitarios, Bichard Richter 15
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