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REPORT OF SPECIAL TASK FORCE ON JOINT TREATMENT COMPOUND

This Is the f i r s t  re p o r t on the proceedings and s ta tu s  o f the 
work being done by the  Special Cü»»lttee on Asbestos In  J o in t  , ‘
Compound. As you w ill  r e c a l l ,  •  recommendation was made to  the 
Gypsum A sso c ia tio n  tha t- I t  Involve I t s e l f  In the assessm ent of 
re lease o f a sb es to s  f ib e r s 'd u r in g  the use o f ' the J o in t  t r e a t ­
ment products by th e  custom er. ThJs reci»>«"Sndatlon was based on the s tr in g e n t re g u la tio n s -o f  the-OccupatTona-I--Safety-and Health- 
Act. At the  annual m eeting, a l l  cw »»ittees and the Board supported 
a basic program and funds were appropriated  to  conduct a f i e ld  
t e s t  program to  determ ine what level o f a sb esto s f ib e r s  a re  r e ­
leased In m ixing and sanding  operations when using J o in t  compound products, f t  was fu r th e r  s t ip u la te d  th a t  en Independent lab o ra to ry  would serve to  m onitor th i s  type of.program in  o rder to  m inim »« 
cost due to  d u p lic a te  Ind iv idual e f fo r ts  by th e  membership.
In Hay of th i s  y e a r , re p re se n ta tiv e s  from the Gypsum A ssocia tion  met with OSKA re p re se n ta tiv e s  In Washington to  d iscuss reg u la tio ns p e rta in in g  to  a sb e s to s . The two purposes fo r th is  m eeting were (1) a hope to  o b ta in  an in te rp re ta t io n  o f the Taw which would 
preclude th e  need fo r p lac in g  lab e ls  on co n ta in ers  o f .J o in t  compound i f  th e  a sb es to s  fi.ber environment generated during I ts  normal use would not exceed the OSKR l im its ,  and (2) a varian ce  
from the re g u la tio n s  which would e lim inate  the  need fo r  the  con­t r a c t o r  to  p rovide m onitoring a t  each Job s i t e .  Although D5KA •• was impressed w ith  our in te r e s t  in our consumers use o f the p ro­duct, they v e rb a lly  denied any general r e l i e f  from e i th e r  th e  labeling  o r th e  m onitoring  requirem ent. .
Subsequent to  the m eeting w ith OSHR, a sp ec ia l A ssociation  committee was formed fro o  member desig na tes who were s k i l le d  In a i r  sampling 
techniques and e v a lu a tio n s . »This cc*r.»lttee form ulated a t e s t  pro­
gram and s e le c te d  George D. Clayton and A ssociates as the Independ­en t laborato ry  to  do th e  m onitoring fo r the t e s t .  The a c tu a l te s t  
work was conducted by G ardlneer prywall Company, Aurora, Colorado, • and they provided e x c e lle n t  cooperation  In o rd er th a t the m onitoring 
of dust and asb esto s f ib e r s  could bo ev a lu a ted . *
Ten dry powder and ready mix topping grade jo i n t  compounds from 
five m anufacturers were d e liv e red  to  the  s i t e  by the A sso cia tio n  members. C ontainers were unmarked except fo r a code number assigned 
by the A sso c ia tio n 's  c o n fid e n tia l  d ep o sito ry . Ten te s t  houses, in 
close proxim ity to  each o th er and of r e la t iv e ly  comparable s iz e  were designated fo r  the t e s t  program. One product was assigned fo r  each 
house for the mixing and sanding procedures.
The mixing t e s t s  req u ired  about 15 minutes per product and the- sanding requ ired  an average of one hour per house;* sanding was accomplished in  a manner typ ica l of f i a t  work. .
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Although a* f in a l, rep o rt has n o t been subm itted  by C lay to n ..th e re  
was*.a special, c ^ l t t e e  n o t i n g  held 0ctober*3 and •  d iscussion  

’•of p re lim inary  r e s u l ts  In d ica ted  th a t  th e re  m ight be seme area 
‘ Inconsistency  o r .incom pletI on o f  ria'ta o b ta in ed  frtsn th is  ** 

program. The Comal t t e e  recommends th a t  c e r ta in  portions o .
program be redone to  assure th e  A sso cia tio n  th a t  re su lts  "y* a re  to  be published* In the f in a l  rep o rt a re  a c cu ra te , complete an 
c o n s is te n t .  ’ * .

•The-Phase-U  program* has already  been e s ta b lis h e d  and t h e ' 
is  ready’ to  proceed. I t  Is estim ated  th a t  th i s  Ph**%wl J ‘ more than $2,000 and I t ' I s  requested  th a t  th e  Board o f rec to

and reccnwnenoastons ay wi«?*«»“ w. —----. T *- r r »ras  o f now to  p re d ic t  I f  a d d itio n a l te s t in g  w ill  be required a f te
Phase 11.

R esp ec tfu lly  subm itted.

iirman 
'S pec ia l C cm nltteeen  
Jot n t  Cco^pounds *
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