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1» MCADM
HO/RN 9th April *95*+

Societe Anonyme Eternit, 
Kapollo-Op-Den-Bos (Malinos), Belgium.

Dear Sirs,
Agfeaatosla

Wo have received your letter dated 1st April and would advise 
you first of all that claims now arising in respect of asbesto3is are 
made on the State in accordance with the National Insurance (Industrial 
Injuries) Act, 19ko which came into operation on the 5th July 19I+8.

Prior to the 5th July 191+0 the procedure was laid down by 
Government Regulations known a3 the "Silicosis and Asbestosis 
(Medical Arrangements) Scheme, 1931" and wo fed we cannot do bettor than quote from these Regulations dealing with the Right to Compensation; this extract is attached. -

¥ou will notice from the attached extract that the paragraph narked 5 is apparently the one in the minds of tho employer^ 
representatives, mentioned in the third paragraph of your lottor.

At the beginning of paragraph 3 of your lottor you refer to the question a3 to how long an onployeo should have been exposed 
to dust inhalation before ho can make a claim. You will see from 
tho Regulations enclosed that thoro has never been any tino limit 
in this country; in other words, an employee wa3 always at liborty 
to claim compensation but tho Government Regulations defined certain 
circumstances (see (a), (b) and (c) of tho extract) undor which compensation would not bo payable.

We hopo these details will bo of assistance to you in doclding tho point at i33ue. If there is qnythlng which 13 not quite clear 
or if anything further is required, we shall be glad to render what

p.t.o*«.«»
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Extract from BILIC03I3 AND ABBEBTOGia 
COMPENUATION 3CHEMB3

>

PART I - RIGHT TO COMPENSATION

V. Whoro the Medical Board certify 1«
(1) that the death of a workman has boon caused by a3bestosis 

or by asbostosis accompanied by tuberculosis; or
(2) that a workman i3 totally disabled from asbestosl3 or 

from asbostosis accompanied by tuberculosis; or
(3) that a workman, though not totally disabled, is 

suffering from asbostosis or from a3bostosi3 accompanied 
by tuberculosis to such a degree as to make it dangerous 
for nln to continue worlc in the processes^ and is for 
that reason suspended from employment;

and where the disease is duo to employment in the processes whether 
under one or moro employers, the workman or his dependants, as the 
case may be, shall be entitled to claim compensation as if the 
disease as aforesaid were a personal injury by accident arising 
out of and in the course of that employment, as providod by the 
Act, but subject to the modifications hereinafter contained«
Provided that no compensation shall be payable *-

(a) if the Medical Board certify that the asbesto3i3 cannot 
have been contracted in tho procossos owing to the shortness 
of tho timo during which the workman ha3 been employed therein;

(b) in cases where the workman has not been employed in the 
processes or has not boon in receipt of weekly payments 
under this Scheme at any tine within the three years previous to the date of the injury;

(c) in cases where the workman, or his dependants, aa the case 
nay bo, are in receipt of compensation under any other 
scheme or enactment providing compensation for asbostosis 
or silicosis whether in Great Britain or elsewhere.

5» If the workman has been employed in the processes for a period or periods amounting to not less than five years, the disease shall be 
deemed to be duo to employment in tho processes unless the employer proves tho contrary.
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Dear Sirs,
Asbestosis

©

- t .

■ We are referring to our exchange of letters of Februari 1952 on thi3 subject.
A medical committee appointed by the Ministry of Labour are presently elaborating in this country rules to 

apply to employees in their claims for compensation.
One point only is difficult to settle viz. how long

v an employee should have been exposed to dust inhalation be­
fore he can file a petition. While the employer's representa­
tives in the committee suggest five years for this, which is 
provided by the french regulations, several members are recon 
mending one year, which we believe to be far too low from both a practical and psychological point of view.

May we ask you to tell us what is provided by theBritish regulations in the matter so as to clear the diffi­culty if we can help it.
Thanking you for your cooperation we are

Yours very truly,

S. A. £TER N !T

. 0 .  •O N r * * «  C O N D IT IO N . O . N < « L C .  OU « « . ,  , N  C O U N .  O . U .  T O U T . .  C O N T O R T I O N .  t „  T . . . U N . U «  O .  . « U . C L L C .
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s*x>X X ~  /Aaíĉ X  A4A-¿tXX*A /«^<yí,* « A ^
A waUa AAa /4a¿Ah*A. a*X auuaXAai 
~¿AJL*̂ <x*s> Xí AÁá . yACeUO -Xf A*ÿ***y. 'V

OC.) ̂ tL sOCCA-CA) a X m A. AC-*tÂ >***AAtXvn*. X* X**~c& 
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Jet W  Xc â  1_^5Í? *M&n. aXc. aXcA
>{¿/ A¿ttsn*AX X  Xa. aX a X* xXa ¿**Ueo* Xáa
AAitfMnftA- -¿aa>tA¿a UÁA X+xXAitAÿ.

/y aímXO /¿ä »' Act+v séXccts jAÁtA+tnt*
A/mJ  ZJUajL, /t>> st+A> aCgíAaX Xf AÁa, '/¿ÁaJ

/ccuaaA. X k. XL/m ^JXÍ XUfao, Xot a/ /â « ua aXa/
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TRAFFORD PARK 
MANCHESTER 17 .

(England)

Dear Sirs,
Asbestosis
We are much obliged to you for your letter 

of April the 9th, and the information you are so kind 
to give us which we are confident will help in clearing our problem here.

Yours very truly,

N O « V C M T f# «OM T F A IT « «  AU K CO N D ITIO N « « { « ¿ « A l e «  OU T A R IP  CN C O U II« . POU R T O U T « «  C O N TS S T A T IO N « L C «  TRIftUNAUK O C « H U IC L L C «  «O N T  « K U L «  CO M PE T E N T«.

« A L L *  C  l t f O l U I O N l  > *  « O L L C V A H O  D U  J A ftO lN  « O T A N iQ U C , « M U X t l L C « .


