October 25, 1949

Dr. H. H. Smead,
Medlcal Director,
Solar Aircraft Company,
18th and Grand Avenue,
Des Moines 5, Iowa.

Dear Doctor Sﬁead:

I hasten to reply to the last two paragraphs ln your letier of
Qctober 20.

This Labcoratory had its beginnings in the middle 1%20's, when I
and my asscclates began the investigation of the toxicity and
hygienic potentlalitles of tetraeblygl lead, with respect to the
manufacture, distridbuticn and uvse of thle material and in the use
of gz2sollne containing it, as & motor fuel. From that beginning
wve went on to investigate other industrial chemicals, undexr the
sponsorshlp of other indusatrial organizaticns, and we have silnce
continued as a2 mniversity laboratory under the systematlic study of
occupational hazards, particularly of ihe chemical variety and of
hazards to the public health that mey arlise colncldentally.

The original laboratory building was ccmpleted lzate in 1930, and

a very sizable additioh was made to it, tihls having been complsted
only very recently. The entire faclilities were provided by & group
of industrial organizations, as ocutright unconditicnal gifts to the
University of Cincinnatt, and the entire budget of the Laboratory

is provided by grants made by industrial organizations for the
anestigation of specific materials and products and occupational
conditicns. ITor the purpose of ﬂonduc+ing any piece of work wve
enter into an agresmentiqaing , Dot sus the rights of the University
and orescribes tne righ £<+ %o g Hsor of the work. We operate
entirely as a :miversity {abcratory under the complete autnority of
the Universlty administration, and 211 0of our c¢ontracts and policles
are based on orthodox university procedure. In considering any
investigative program we undertake to work out with the soponsors
what should be done and how it should be doune and wha: it should
cost. Work 1s performed at actual cost; as delermined by conventional
cost accounting metnods, and the sponsor agrees to defray the entire
cost of the experlmental program. ZEvery effort is made to infoim the
sponsor as to the progress of the vork and as to the current cost,

8o that there will be no misunderstanding with respect to the results
of the work or the cost.

In addition to its intramural investigatlive program, we ccnduct fleld
investigations of a variety of types, such as that of surveying
industrial plants and giving advice and technical assistance on matters
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of Iindustrial health. We also have studied envirormental conditions
in a number of communitles in relation to specific problems of air
pollution, and we have also made systematic studies of industrial
vorkers, maintaining a diagnostic survey in connection with hygienic
problems and medicowlegal situations.

In recent years we have also initiated a program of graduate training
for rhysiclans who plan to practice in the industrial field. In
short, having started as a purely physical or toxicological laboratory,
ve have expanded our activities to cover the whole field of industrial
hygizne and industrial medicine, having become one of the medical
centers in this country for the conduct of teaching and research in
this particular Iield.

Qur staff raspresented once by a fev people numbers about eighty, and
our activities once suprorted by one or Lwo iadustrlal organizations
nov involves more than & scere of such organltzations.

I believe this will give you the information you require, and I
attach hereto a short form of agreement which presents the general
conditions under which our work 1a carried out. It so happens that
my primary scientific interest, for many years, has been in the matter
of the bchavior of the metals. Therefore, you would find me receptive
to any opportunities presented to carry on further studies in this
part! cular field. In view of the general investigative program of the
Laboratory, hovever, wve would be much more favorably inclined toward
a fairly long=term program rather than in a simple ilnvestigation of
the primary toxic effects of the abvsorption of metals. In genersal,
the industrial problem is a long=term affalr, in that the effects of
prolonged avsorption of tolerable or relatively lov dally dosages of
thesc materlals constitute our principle concern. -

Cordially yours,

Yobert A. Rehoe, M. D.
RAK ef
Ence




