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Following negotiations between EPA
and 3M, the company 10d2y announced that it will voluntarily phase.

out and find substitutes.for:periluo
rooctanyl sulfonate (PFOS) chemistry used to produce a range of products,

including some of their Scotchgard lines. 3M data. supplied to EPA indicated that these chemicals ate very

persistent in the eavizonment, “have a strong tendency 10 accumulate in ‘human and animal tissues and could

potenally pose a iskto human health and the envizonment ove be long tet. ‘EPA supports the company’s

plans to phase out and. ‘develop substitutes by year's ead for the production of their involved products.

“Today's phaseout announcement by 3M will ensuce thet future CXPOSULE 10 these chemicalswillbe

eliminated, andpubli
c’‘ncalth and the: environment will be protected,” saidEPA Administrator’ Carol

M. Browne.

“EPA will work with the: company on the development of: ‘substitutes tO SHSure ‘that those chemicals are: safe for

the environment. 3M deserves great credit for identifying this problem and coming forward voluntarily.”

'PFOS chemicals are used to produce a range of products from. fire fighting foams. coatings for fabrics,

leather, and some paper products, © ndusisal uses such as mist suppressants it acid baths. The company is

continuing a major research effort on ‘these chemicals t enhance the understanding of any potential isks tat

may be associated with this class of chemicals. EPA will also be evaluating the chemicals to determinehow

individuals apd the enviropment are exposed and what potertial “adverse cffects may exist. If funregulatory

‘actions are required, EPA will takethem.

Au present.3Mis the only US manufacturer of PR
OS. EPA will be contacting foreigngovernments

and

other chemical‘manufacture
rs, ‘both domestically and {ntemationally, to seek theirsupportfor a voluntary

phaseoutofPFOS
andrelatedchemicals

.

‘For more information, contact Martha Casey at.202-564-7842.
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