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Following negotiations barween £PA and 3M, the company 10day announcad that it will voluptarily phase
our and find substinaies for pﬁrﬁuomectanyi sulfonate (PFFOS) cheristry used 10 produces & Tngs of products,
including some of their Scotchgard ines. 3M data supplied o EPA indicated that these chemicals age vaxy
persistent in the environment, iave & OB rendency ty accumulate in human andl apimal tissaes and could
potentially pose & sk to burmnan health and the environment sver the long term. EPA suppons the compAnY $
plans to phase out and develop substitutes by year's ead for the production of their involved products.

wToday's phaseous announcement by 3M weilt ensure thas futyre SxposuLe +o these chemicals will be
climinated, and public wealth and the environment will be protected,” said TP Administrator Carol M. Browner.
spp A will work with the company on the development of substitules (O STSUES that those chernicals are safe tor
the environiment. 2 degerves groat cradit for identifying this problem and comrdng foraard volumtarily”

PROS chemicals a2 used to produce & AL af products trom fire tighting foams, coatings for fabrics,
leather, and some papey products, 10 industirial uses such a8 mist suppressants io gcid baths, The compaiy is
continuing a Majer research effort on these chemicals to gnhance the understanding of anYy potential risks that
may be associated with this class of chemicals. FRA will also pe evalaating the chericals to dotermine how
individuals and the apvironment are sxposed and whiat potential adverse offects may exist. ¥ fgnare regulatery
actions sre required, EPA will tzke them.

At §rcsén; 2M 15 the only US manufscturer of PFOS, FPA will be contecting foreign goVEInments and
aiher chemical manufacturers, both domestically and interpatonally, to seek their suppott for & voluniary
phaseout of PEOS and related chemicals.

For mote information, contact Martha Casey ai 202-364-7842.

Bonuis Piper, Acting Divector
B9 Office of Media Helations
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