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12th Ce L,O,J\,I' 1e5¢,

r. R. L. Kehoe,
University of Cincinnati,
College of iiedicine,

Cin C1nnat1, CHIO,
U.5.0,

Dezr Zob,
I regret to advise you that we recently had a tank
cleaning incicdent in this country, the first since 1945,
This resulted in five cases of Tetraethyl Lesd intoxication,
vut I 2m glad to say that on this occasion therse were no deaths.
ELCIbSGd iz a cony of a report nrepared by Dr. Davison
which I think contains just about all the information that is
2t present avzlilaoble on this incident.
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JJe are advised thet a Branch Ingineer of the Regent Cil
Company, wno operaped the tank concerned on pehzli of the .
sir ﬂlﬂ]Sur contacted the tank cleaning centractors -
liessrs. prior to the work being started and inforned
them tha bhe tank had contained lezded gascline. e also
outlined the hazards involved and supnlied covies of our Tank
Cleaning Regulations.
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fs usuvel in such cases the evidence of the nen invelved

is for from clear. It seems, however, that in en effort
to complete the job in a short space of tl“e and thereby reduce
the cost, corners were cut wherever possible and, in conseguence,
the men vere exposed to a dangerous T,2.L, vapour. During his
investigation Dr. Davison discovered that some of the men
involved had previously been engaged on a similar job during
August and apparently that they observed only minimum
precautions in thet case also and, therefore, before starting

the Job at Stourport were probably eﬁposed to T.2Z.L. vapour.

It is evident upon reading Dr. Davison's report that
the cause of the incident was, as usual, the result of only
a partisl observonce of the regulations~for’t:n% cleoning,
Ve ﬂro uu“crtoklng a further drive not only with the oil
ccmpanies in this country, but also with the Alr llinistyy

Continued ...

KE 0021343



DATE

oy
t

te voint cut to them thet in spite of the corefully thoug

cut regulations this incident has occurred, in our opinion

Jue to tae prescribed regulations not teing adhered to,

cid that constant end informed s upervision is ~bsolutely
zssentisl to ensure this. If ve are to prevent incident
such 2s these during the current extensive tonk cleaning
nrograrme which has “been initiated in this country at
installations similar toc the Stourport one, adequate supervisbn
must Be provided, and we hope to persuade those concerned to
act unon our TQVlCe
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