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February 26, 1947

by

Dr. Rdgar V. N. Allen,
10«1y Cecond Avenue, S. ¥W.,
tochester, Minnesots.

Dear Dr. Allen:

I am wrining to you as & senlor member of the Mayo group,
concerning a situation which would seem to be worthy of some
attention. I do not ask you to do anything sbout it, for you
may: feel. that it is nelther necessary nor desirable to do so.
On the other hand I have felt that I could call your attentlon
to the matter without the possibility of any misunderstanding
or of giving offense in any way to any indlvidual.

"It so happens that on more than one occaslion I and my asscclates
have been drawn into cases of 1itigatfon or of medical controversy,
invalving the potentialities of the use and distributlion of leaded
gasoline for the production of lead poisoning among gasollne
handlexu” when the issue nhad been brought about largely, 1t appeared,
from an opinion expressed by some member of the Mayc group. A
case in point has recently aroused & considerable amount of diffi-

Cculty, &nd has occasioned more than a little controversy and
troual It seems unfortunate that this case should have created
such a aisturbance, particularly s0 because In the flnal analysis
the isgue canme to be a question of the veraclty and professional
compebénoe of a number of physicisns. I realLZE iu11" that these
situ&tions are more or less ineviigbles, that dif ferenceq of cpinion
among medical men have always occurred and will always occur, but
I am 1Tank to say that I do not feel thaet some of your colleagues
can quite 1ustify thelr ignorance, 1f I may use such a term, of
the evidence that is avallaeble to demonstrate the inadeqaacy of
the opd ion expxessed in the case 1n question. I reallze alco
that dootors are {requently misquoted &and that statements made
by them more or less lightly, are often taken very seriously.
\evertheless, several incldents have led me to believe that no
LJropuemcqcﬁns.j.dere'.Li.cm has ever been given by most practicing rhysi-
clans Lo the insignificence of the lead exposure &s%ocjated with

_ the'orjinary handling and use of leaded gasoline. Therefore, I
am t&kﬂm$ the trouble fo comment on the facts, at the risk of
appearing to be pedantic.

First, let me cite & few of the facts concerning the csse in
question. A Mr.. of Thermopolis, Vyoming, an
employee of the Ci ~Thermopolls at a pumping plant, deVelopcd
prim&rw bilateral optic atrophy in 1942, My first contesct vith
this cBse came in April of 1945 when I received & letter from &
practicing ophthalmologlist in Denver, concerning the case, on which
he had bnen consulted. Subsequently through the inquiries cof a

m. 00161 3i



Dr. Edgar V. N. Allen - (2; - February 26, 1947

number of physicians and executives of 0il companies, vhose

attention was called to the matter by reason of impending liti-

- gation, 1 received further questions to which I réplied as well

as‘I could on the basis of the information suppliea. It appears
. i o3 o

I sball nct go into a lengthy ciscuus;on of this cese, £or the
details are not entirely relevant. hHather my purpose is (o call
attentlien to the fact that any idca that casusl or frequent
aanulln& of leaded gasoline and contacti therewith c&n resuit in

the absorption of significant guantities of lead, was ulterly
explcoded on edequate evidence at least ten YeEYS 880, Actually

the evidence was cqulite satlsfactory to anybody who tocok the trouble
to inquire into it carefully more then fifteen years 8go. 1 shall
not even cite the evidence, u1n~ce it 1s avallable Lo medical men

in general, and since I do npt wish to bore do“ wiihh arguments.
Father, let me call attention to a few simple facis. My assoclates
and ‘I have had this matter under careful consideration as well as
clinical cbservation and experimentabion durlng the entire pericd
of the use of this fuel. I think I need not defend our disincerested-
ness in & matter so vital to the public healilr, ncr need I argue
concerning the competence of our observatlions and conclusions. My
testimony on that score might be regarded as inadmlissible, and 1
prefer to stand upon the record. During the period of the use of
this product in most of the countries cf the earth, but principally
in the United States of Ameriba,_on account of 1ts concenbration of
motor vehicles, at least as m&ny &8s one quartier million men have
been regularly and svstematically exposed (o ccntact with gasoline
containing lead, end to the exhaust gases of automobiles using such
fuel. If one includes all of the garage mechanics, {illing station
employees and refinery employees involved in this business, the
number would be swelled to five or six tilmes the f-gare 1 have given.
During that perlod, desplte continued advice to the public to the
conirary, gasoline of this type has been used for almost every
possible thing for which ordinary gasoline is commonly used. 4hat
is to say, it has been used for cleaning tools, clothing &and greasy
surfaces, including the 01ueriox of automobile » 88 vwell as for fuel
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Lin gasoline stoves, blow torches, and the like. The abuse has
not been very great, and 1t has obviously been intermittent, but
it 1is tOube admitted frankly that the 1ead exposure anolqed in

| ‘ ed ‘ ne stoves:

of such
ienically

‘H s beenvpmbved to be an adequ&te 1nd,w o
aﬂ”to be Jusm barely demonsbrable, and i‘,h
; j categoxioully onyq

ithout sig-
sequently

“:bj any. erltically minded cliniCLan Who has any
Iamilia rity with the facts.

ihe results of experience, as indicated above, are not remarkable,
in view of the expeximental information obtalned in the early years
of the use of this product in order to evaluate this potential
health bazard. in advance. Consequently we were not surprised at
this outgome. In fact, if we had not been reasonably certain that
tnis woul@ be the case, on the basis of extensive experimental
evidence, we should have advised against the introduct*on and
'contlnuance in use of this fuel. It is simply 1nconce*vab1e that
eny resp@nsible industrial group would have undertaken to market
and to ¢ontinue the marweting of this fuel, if there had been any
very greaf doubt on. this score. It 1s, therefore, an act of
irrespor smUility on the vart of ill-iniormed cliniclens to raise
this issue with any other than the most dubious attitude, when
presented with a difficult etiological problem. the situation that
results from 1it1gationm and from the detailed conaideration of a
case of this type in courts of law or in compensation hearings, is
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such as to discredit the skill and judgment and even the good faith
of medicsl men in &8 rather public fashion. fThis has been & source
of emba:raﬁsment to me, in a number of .nstances over a period of

.ith*ngs boL a
L h&v‘e ta

perh&ps, or in‘ca‘ ing it to theLf éntion

Cordially. yours,

Yobert A. Kehoe, M. D.

e
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