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Gentlemen:
PPG is awhre of Represestative Ryan's petition to the FoA
which ses that lead im paint ucts be reduced to

*trace” amounts; that paists containing greater than "trace”
amounts of lead de banned as hazardous substances. It ia
furthar underscood that the inteat of this petition i»s to
supplant the position of the Mational Paint and Coatings
Associstion and the current FDA opinion which is, that lead
should be controlled to 0.3 percent in the dried paint film.
We stromgly object to Representative Ryan's position from
both a msnufacturing and an eavironasntal health standpoint,
especially in view of the faot that hie petitien ie directed
to all ooatings rather than to cvatiags applied to surfaces
scceasible to children.

With respect to manufscturing, it ia important to note that
Congzressman Ryan's preposal would result ia a regulation with

which we ocould mot ly because the tera “trace" his agt been

defined in & quantitative maaner. Assuning the tera “trace*
were defined at a level such as 9.06 parcent ‘lesd by weight
in the dried paiat film as suggested By Dz, Chisholm 6f the
Mmsrican Aoadesy of Dedistrios, it is still unreasoasdls to
expect that we could consistently preduce useful commercial
decozative and protective coatings for the following reasoas:
(1) At present, the state of coatings techno does not
parnit refermulation of all scstings to essentially lesd-free

;} (2) our suppliess will not antes the lead content

of pigments, driers, oils, resins, inert rav materials;
and (3) providing that essentially lead-free coatings could
be formulased, this would necestitste the analysis of sach
completed bateh of preduct ia the manner and accuracy of o
pharmaceutical product-=a patently impossible procedurs.
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As far as snvironmental health is concerned, PPG’s msedical and
savironmental persoanal have reviewed the evidence upon which
Congressaan Ryan and others have hased their recommendations.
The basic incent Of protvecting Shildryen, WO ganeratiens removed,
by considering sultiple layers of lead-containing paint and
relating this to the human setabolic gapacity to absord and
eliminate lead, i» well-founded. Nowever, assumption upon
which the ucmg: :; based may well be ia erzor n:l osrtainly
cannot be suppor any type of analytical cience. This
assumption, which is hucx on the work of Dx. an Kshoe of
the Xettering lLaboratory, University eof Cimcimnati, holds

that the various lead s contained im the dried paint
£ilm are absorbed by the body exactly as & water solution
of lead acetate taken with meals would be sbeorded. This type
of extrapolation is not valid and i» quite wnaceeptadle in the
seientific community, ospecially in matters of human toxicology
and the public health,

It 15 aleo important to know that at thia time thers i¢ no
eprdemiological evidence to iadicste that lead at a lewvel
as high as one ‘goteue by weight in the paint film hes
resulted in lead poison in ohildzen. wvell-documented
cases involve stion o int produced prior to World War II
vhen the asjcr pignents used ia formulatiag paint wers lead
compounds such as white lead and 1 « These paint products
had lead content ia the dried film as as 13 peroent. These
ﬁ:-nn aze no longer in use and have been replaced by titaniuam
x

Since there is no svideace that rut ucts with lead coatent
as high as one percent in the dried fila aze hasardous to humana,
there 18 no legal basis for declaring that paint containing more
than traces of lead be bamned as bhazardous substances.

We thersfore respectfully request that through the office of

the Bacionsl Paint and Coa s Associstion, 1300 Rhode Island Avenue,
N.¥., Washington, D. C. 30003, responsiblo experts be soantacted

for two purposes: Pirst, 40 essmment oa Coagressman Ryan's basic
sssumption; and second, to sonduct the type of study that will
provide the scientitic evidence upon which to finalize

on a lead value in the dried paint film at a level whieh will

not be a source of concera to future generations.

Sincerely,
Elmer C. Larsen
ec: R. A. Moland - WFCA

D. Ring - WPCA -
R. A. Brown - NPCA
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