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Dear Sir:

Robert Sherrill's onzcidad end sencaticnalized atticla

"hebeszmos, the savsr of Livesg, has a deadlv gida" (Jenuar: 11,

containad many errors of fzct and sntarpretation.  The

frellowing should bheolp clarily a few of nis mmore plazant

omizsiors and dlgugrtions.,

1. ©Becauvze ¢f the long latent naricd of agbhesios

relatod discase, tnz Jiscase neing Znvnd +#27av
is ol air Lndicaticn of prosent conditicns e
ig insgtzad a resuls <f coritioans existing
1eCAA03 2¢D, 2t 2 tire whilr reitner 4he rmedlool
proiecsicn, covarnment aci the Infustry knzw
verv much about “he healt' effects ¢f azhiaztos
and even less about the proper means for theirs

Y

contzel.

cited as proof of industyry
indifference and irresvonsiikility are not
indicative cf the overall incdustry raswoinse

to this problem. 1In the past decada alone, the

2. The iéolnted ircidaon
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asbestcs manulzacuuring industry has sgsent
apprcrimately $110 million on <ust control ard
expects to spend an additiopal $3%5 million cvar
the rext few years tco achieve comple=z cowzliance
with the final Labor Departncnt standards.

3. No mention was made shatever cf the nighly

espected and extansive medical research «n
has ceen spoenscred, Co-sponsored Or ciopers
in by ths industuv threough the vears, and which
has contributed sig“ifican 1y %o ocur xnowvleccoe
of the biclocizal zffects ¢i asbestes. In foo7,
the Insiitute of Queoupetional and Lovironmenial
I

.

Health, cporsored by &
Lsgrnniaxion, is ~ne
onvornme 14. 1 Iovrend
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4. While Dr. Selikecff has cer=zainly made a valuakl
contributicon to ovr knowledce ¢I asbeszos-relacs
disease, it is unfortunate that Mr. Sherrill
did rot discuss the situaticn with any ¢ che
other top authorities in the field since manvy
of them do not believe that many of Crx, Selikcs
recent frightening precdictions are justified
by the prirnted medical data.

5 The Labor Departrent decision to delay adoptinn
of the two fiber standard for an additicnal =wo
vears bevond the uwo vear irplementa<tion cerizd
recommendad by NIQZH and the advisory Comnituls
was approved by Dr. ifarcus M. Xey, Director c¢f
NIOSH, pricr to the publicaticn c¢f the standard
Furthermore, Dr. Xey is in total disagreement
with Dr. Selikoff's prediction that half of all

those entering the asbestos industry within the
next  four vears will die refause of the delay

in going to two fibers.

We believe that the above facts uemons“::te quite clear
Sherrill 2

incomplete and distorted marner in which Mr.
the asbestos-health situation in his ar=zicle.

Very truly yours,
2//}4&.:' ” ,é.a:f-

Matthew M., Swetonic
Executive Secretary
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