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May 11, 1943

Mr, E. V. Parker,

Eeputy Commissioner,

U. &. Employees! Compensation Ccmmissicn,
12¢ l Calvert Buillding,

Raltimore, Maryland.

"Dear Mr. Parker:

I am very glad to reply as well as I can to the additional
quest*ons in your letter of May 4. ‘

First, with reference to the significance of the stippling
*nitially reported by Dr. Nofsinger and commented upon
additionally in his subsequent letter to you, I scarcely
think there is' adequate evidence to enable us to interpret
the precise significance of the stippling in this case. I
would not wish to say dogmatlcally either that the stippling
as repprted by Dr. Jofs_nger vas the result of the hemorrhage
or thaf it was not. Neither would I be ‘willing to say that

it was the result of lead absorpticn or that it was not. The

rresence or the quantity of stippling is not sufficlently
nredict&ble to justify a conclusion on this score,in my
opinion. Therefore, I am left in the csame position as I was
before. I am not sure that the claimant had enough exposure
Eo lead to be respensible fcr an attack of lead intoxication.

Heither am I sure that he did not have signiflcant exposure.
Consequently, T should be disposed to assume that he did have,
and therefiore give him benefit of the doubt. In other words,
I uhould ot 1like to combat the judgment of a professional
colleague in the absence of adequate evidence.. Thils 1s not
only awmatter of professional courtesy, but more importantly
a mattér in which there is & reasonable doubt. -

With peference to your second questlon, my conclusion” that
d&B&bilitY’f?Om lead absorption would not have been prolonged,
is based on the fact that the claimant did not have any of the
more S&rious manifestations of lead intoxlcatlion, namely,
paralysis or cerebral lead intoxication. It is our general ex-
‘perience @hat lead intoxlcation, vwhich ls limlted to gastro-
enterﬂc symptoms and hematologic changes, subsides regularly
and fdarly rapidly vhen further exposure to lead 1s brought to
an end., The dlsabllity may occ&sionally last longer than
eight weeks, but 1t is only rare that 1t does, and usually
there are other factors active in the rare cases to prolong
the disability. In this instanceé, I cannot find any good
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reasons for belleving that this man's hemorrhage was due to or

luenced by such lead a&bsorptlon as may have occurred .
that there was lead absorption, I fall to see any

‘ vy this would have precipitated ‘hemorrhage from

». - Mne can suppose all mammer of things, and
‘not re&scnable to take the positlon that the
2 ‘ “ uénced in an% possib%a way b? 1ead

Very truly yours,

" RoDert A. REHOCs Me Do
RAK ef
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