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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA

JAMES M, ADKINS, Administrator
of the Esgtate of Ralph E. Adkins,

. Deceased, et al,

Plaintiffs,

MONSANTO COMPANY, a DelaWare
Corporation,

)
)
)
)
)
)
= vs, ) No. 81-2098
)
)
)
' )
Defendant, )
APPEARANCES
Messrs. Calwell, McCormick &
Pe Yt on,
by W, Stuart Calwell, Jr., Esgq. For Plaintiffs,
Messrs. Bowles, MeDavid, Graff &
Love,
by Charles M. Love I1I, Esq. For Defendant,

Thomas M. Bistline, Esg, Counsel for
Monsanto Company,

&

IT IS STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between
counsel for the plaintiffs and counsel for the defend@nt
that the deposition of LLOYD J. BOESCH may be taken pur-
suant to Rule 26 (a) of the-Federal Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure, on June 21, 1983, ;t the Radisson:Hotéi, Pike Room,
9th Street and Convention Plaza, St. Louis, Missouri, be-

fore M. JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public within and for the

County of Madison, State of Illinois; that the issuance
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of notice and dedimus is waived, and that this deposition
may be taken with the same force and effect as if all Feder-31
rules and statutory requirements had been complied with,

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED that any and all
objections to all or any part of this deposiﬂon, except ob-
jections as to form of the questions ‘asked or answers given,
are hereby reserved and may be raised on the trial of this

cause; and that the signature of the deponent 1is not waived.
d k k k k ok Kk % K

LLOYD J. BOESCH

produced, sworn and examined on behalf of the plaintiffs,
deposes and says as follows: |
EXAMINATION
BY MR, CALWELL:
(Whereupon the reporter marked Plaintiffs' Depo-
sition Exhibit #124, consisting of 2 pages; Exhibit
#125, consisting of 1 page; Exhibit #126, consisting of
2 pages; and Exhibit #127, consisting of 2 pages,

' for the purposes of identification.)

Q (By Mr, Callwéll) Tell us your name, sir.
A Lloyd J. Boesch; B-o-e~s-c=h,
Q And where do you live, Mr. Boesch?
A I 1ive at 318 Wildbrier Drive, Ballwin,
" dlssouri,
Q Wildbrierf
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like that.

Q

W-i-l-d-B—r-i—e-r.
Ballwin?
B-a‘- 1'1,.-W-i"n .

Missouril, huh?

‘Missouri, 63011.

How old are you?

45. 1'll be 46 next week or something

let me say for the record, sir, yomu

don't look a day of 1it.

A

Q

Thank you.

1 want to ask you some questions about

- your educational background. where did you go to college?

I assume you went to college,

A

1 went to Tulane University in New

Orleans, Louisiana.

Q

O » O P> O P o >

Did ybu get a Degree?
; <

B.S. in Chemical Engineéring.

What year was that?

'59. ‘

Did you @o any post-graduate work?

No, sir, I did not,

That was your one and only Degree, right?

Right.

Upon graduating in 1959 what did you do?
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I became an employee of Monsanto,
Right out of schoel, huh?

Right.

o > o »

And what office in Monsanto did you go to? :

A I joined the company at the Luling,
Louisiana, Plant, .

Q And what did you do for them?

A I held various engineering positions
for the three and a half years I was located there,

Q What kind of positiéns were those?

A Initially I was Junior Engineer; I
believe they called it back in those days, where I was
assigned warious studies and projects to work on in some
of the ﬁnits, solve problems, determine how to eliﬁlnste
cogts, save Input, so to speak. later I was a Maintepance

Engineer in the Maintenance Department for a portion of

‘the facilities, and also during that time I had a respon-

sibility to oversee the operation of a prbceas control
computer in our Ammonia Plant. That was, you might say,
an important but part-time job, I also worked ag#in
in the Technical Services Department where I started off
as a group leader working with other young engineers just
coming to work.
Q You were there three and a half years?
A That's right,
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Q And what was your title when you left there
A I‘think it was Senior Engineér.
Q All right, Then did you go to another

Monsanto facilitcy?
A That's correct, I was transferred to

our Eldorado, Arkansas, Chemical Plant.

Q What did you do there? Was that in
about 19627 | |

A It was at the very'end of 1962, December
of 1962,

Q And what did you do there?

A 1 ﬁorked there for six years befpre I

moved to another location., During that six years my
initial period of employment there was involved with the
completion of design and the installation of a process

control computer and associated ingstrumentation on the

“Ammonia Plant at that locatlon, and I was involved very

deeply in executing that from the time I arrived until
about April of 1964. After that I bacame a Supervisor
in our Technical Services Department supervising the

engineerg who worked on the various proceéseg in the plant,

Q Technical Services?
A Yes.
Q What basically do you do in Technical

Services?

3
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A ‘Well, every plant's a little bit
different, but in that case and in most cases -~ T had
the Engineéering Department, and the people in the En-

gineering Department in that gant worked for me, They.

. were people that did design work, helps correet problens,

Q For instance, {f you had a élant that
was manufacturing 2,4,5-T, then the Technical Services
Department would be responsible for any process changes
in terms of designing the -apparatus and that kind of thing?

A Perhaps., In the case of the plant I

was working in, that's the case. That's right, Every

organization does that a little bit differently.- That's
how we worked it.

Q But that's basically what Technical

Services does --

A Search for solutions,.
Q Right, O, K.
A And then I went to hold other jobs in

supervision in the plant, I was Ammonia Production Super-
visor, Maintenance Supervisor, and I was Technical Super-
intendent when I had all engineeriné and reporting account-
ing to me as well as the lab, Then I was the Maintenance
Superintendent and then shortly before I moved I had"

been gppointed Manufacturing Superintendent, but I was

only in that job a couple of months and transferred to
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Anniston, Alabama,

Q And that was in 19687
A 1968, you got it.
Q And were you involved in the manufacture

of Niran down there?

A That's right, 'I was then what was called
the Guest Henufacturing Superinténdent,

Q Niran was a guest operation?

A It was at that time, The Ag Division,
at that time they called it.- And I was responsible for
the operation of the Parathion Plant, which one of the
ﬁrqducts we called Nifan,'ﬁnd also theiﬁéﬁéﬁétion of
phosphorus péntasulfide, which is a raw material for
parathion, I was in that job for only a year., I was
sent back to Eldorado as Plant Managar., 1 was the Plant
Manager of Eldorade from the Fall of '69 to the Fall of '73.

o Q What happened fn '737

A I was transferred back to tﬁe Luling
Plant as Plant Manager, |

Q 0.X. Let me aék you, what is the basic
mission of a'Plaﬁt Manager in the Monsanto system?

A The basic mission is to assure that

the identification of reduired,resources is made and

that they are either procured or sought from authorities

higher up who have the-wherewithal to provide them, which
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the Plant Manager don't, but to get the job done by 1
bringiﬁg‘the resources together and getting the products
shipped according to the schedules thgt come out of
our Scheduling, our distribution crgaﬁization. So it's
resource manggement, It's people and dollars and fhings
management, | |

Q And in carrying ocut that mission,

you also responsible for the develoPment and mg intenance

" of healthzservices and industrial hygiene?

A B Oh,'absolutely.' R83pon§£51éb}or the
total result at the plant,Vincluding safety of the people
and the investment, the responsibility we have to our
neighbors, the outside world, not to have emissions that
either violate the law or are noxious to quf Ebmmunities,
et cetera, or to the health of our own employees, res-
ponsible for the quality of the product .

Q This area of your responsibility in-
volving safety, industrial hygiene,.health, as it re-

lates not only to employees but outside environment,

-1s that responsibility a two-way street in that, I assume,

you‘re ;espénsibie for implementing company policies in

‘that regard, but are you also chirged with some individual

responsibility for that to initiate programsf
V A Sufe:_ We are responsible to éccoﬁélish

the company's s-tandar.&s as well as to initiate programs to
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achieve the best possible conditions of safety or en-
vironment or cost, whatever,
| Q And has that been the case, at least, |
since 1968, that you know of? |
A I didn't understand your qmation.
Q Well, has that ;nission been the a-ame
since at least 1968 shce you were first the _Piant Manager?

A You mean from my pgrsonai perspective

or Monsanto's?

Q From your own -personal,
. A - Oh, sure,
....Q- .- How about prior to that time? As far

as you know, has it always been that way?
A Right,

Q  In the Fall of '73 you're back at Luling

as Plant Manager. How long were you there?

A 1 was there from Fall .of 173 u‘ntii the
end of October, 1975. .Two years, |
. Q  What happened then?
A And then I was appointed Director of

Products for Monsanto Agricultural Products Company,

and I had responsibility for Business Planning;

Q Do you call that MAP?
A . Yeah.
Q Is that in St, Louis?
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A Yes, St. Louis., My responsibility was
for a number of products. There were two of us. It was
a new organization being set up, and this was for the

Crop Chemicals Division, by the way, of MAP. I had res-

‘ podsibiliﬁy for Business’strategy and marketing strategy

for products Lasso, Ramrod,.Paratheé, Parathion, Randex,
Stopskol == I believe I've covered them all -- and the
formulations of those products, whether granule or liquid.
Q And that began in 19757 |
A Yes, I wasa businéss/marketing res-

ponsibility as opposed to having been a manufacturing

responsibility over the past sixteen years,

Q And is that what you do presently?
A | No,

Q What happened then?

A I held that position and the product

responsibilities changed around a little bit over the time,

but basically the change in job responsibility and the
ma jor product, Lasso,‘we;e made at the same time, 1In 1979,
end of '78, 1 can't remember the precise date, end of
178 or early '79, I became birector of Sales for Crop.
Chemicals for the United States for the Crop Chemicals
Division of MAP,

Q For the United Stateg?

A Yes,

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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Q 0.K. Is that what you are now?
A No, In the end of December, 1980, I

was named General Manager-Manufacturing for Monsanto

. Industrial Chemicals Company, which title I hold today;

. which job has changed a little bit as of the first of

the year because of the rgorganizatisns we had in Monsanto
dur.ing the last half of last year and im1;:18:1'1ented on
January lst, which means really I have some different
product and plant responsibilities, but the overall

nature ofAthe job is the same, |

Q What is B2SC?

A That's a location in a building. I'm
not sure; but it may be my bullding address. I'm B2S some-
thing. That's one of the doors; so to speak, suites,

Q Let me.ask you, as General Manager of

Manufacturing for Monsanto Industrizl Chemicals Company,

.where do you fit in the organizational schewe of things?

HR.’LOVE: Objection to the form of
the question. In terms of what?
Q (By Mr. Calwell) 1In terms of yaur com=
pany. In other words, who's above you?
A I report to the Group Vice President
Managing Director of Monsanto Industrial~¢hemicals Cém-l

pany, who is the head of the company,

Q All right, And who is that gentleman?
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Q
Monsanto?
A
Q
right?
A
Q

" Industrial Chemicals Company?

A

Today he's Robert Potter,

0.K. He's head of this company within

That's right,

And you're directly under this gentlemzan,

e

That's correct,

-S50 you!re number two man in this Monsanto

Well, there's a few other fellows that

could say the same thing,

Q
A
Q
A
disagree,

x
A

Same level?
Yeah,
Next level dowﬁ, though?

The truth of it Iis I am, but some might

Who 1s above Robert Potter?

A

He reports to Executive Vice President,

who is Mr, Fitzgerald,

Q
of what?

the Presidzsnt,

Now, he's Executive Vice President

Monsanto Company, the corporation.

He's a corporate level guy?

That's right, He reports to Mr., Mahonay,
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Q All right. Now, when you were Director

of Sales for Crop Chemicals, Monsanto Agrieultﬁral Products

for the entire United States, what level is that within

whatever compény it is that that div-.’t‘.’siona -

A | If I u‘nde.rstand what you're geﬁting at,
it's equivalent to a level that repérts to me in this
other orgsnization,

Q This would be like another company,
so to speak, within Monsanto Corporation?

A Right.” MAP 1s just like MIC but another
company,. and my boss was the General Manager. The or-
ganizationél structure wasn't exacl:ly.the same, but level-
wise that's how 1t was. .

Q And the reporting would be the same?
You would go up to a Vice Preéident, then the head of the
company and then to Corporate level and so on?

A Uh huh (yes).

Q - All right. And would Director of
Products ==

A It was equivalent level job as the
sales job, Th_a't was a peer job,

Q All right. Now, as General Manager of
Manufacturing for -Mcnéanto Industrial Chemicals éompé.nj.,
what are your general responsibilities?

A Well, my general responsibilities are

JAMES MAY. REPORTING SERVICE
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- to provide the organization to accomplish procurement,

manufacture and distribution of the products that MIC
has responsibility for marketing and selling, including

those who might through our research bring on as new

. products as well as the existing businesses we had.

That responsibility covers the broad areas we talked
about over the Plant Managers and that the Plant Managers
has and goes beyond that because it has the distributionm,
production planning, et cetera, aspects. In my job there
are twelve plants that report to people who report to me,
and we hgve operations in additional seven U, 5. plants
and five ex-U, S, plaﬁts that were responsible for the

production and the resourcing through other line or-

* ganizaticns like mine,

Q Now, wiﬁhin your company do you bhave

a Medical Divison or g Medical Director?

A within MIC?
Q Yes,
A No. We have within MIC, if you're

talking about health aspects for employees or my a;:'eas of"

responsibility.
Q Right,
A A guy who's really our organizational.

guy we call DEO, Director of Environmental Operations,

who has environmental and industrial hygiene expertise
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as a resource within our company to my organization and
to help our people in our plants who have t't}osé kind of
responsibilities, and he's also the contact to the:
Corporate structure,

Q .Ncw, is that level positidn found in

the cther operating companies of Monsanto?

A Yes, sir,
Q And who do those people answer to?
A Our DEO reports-to the General Manager

of Research and Development, who was a peer of mine,
Q Of Research and Development?

Of 'Resea'rch and Development,

Q Now, that would be all of the DEO's
go. to him?
A We have one DEQ in MIC, and he reports to ¢
In your particular company?
A Dr. Demavision (phonetic), who is Manager

%

of Research and Development,

Q For MIC?
A Right.
Q Each of these other companies, MAP,

have a similar situation?
A They have DEO.
Q Now, 1s there some Corporate office

or position that's over the entire Director of Environmental

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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Hygiene Cperation for all these levels, a Corporate level
man?

A Well, there's Corporate staff which 1s
aﬁ oversight as well as a resource, We have Epvironmental
.Qperatigns staff fhaﬂs headed by Senior Vice President, -

:‘Q Who is that?
A That's Monty Throdahl, who is a Senior
Vice President, member of the Board of Directors of
Monsanto, and under him afe ocur Departments of Medicine
and our other environmental,

Q What's his title?

A He‘s a éorporate Senjor Vice President,
And he's also, I don't know whether we call it Director,

of Envircnmental Policy Staff.

Q And is there a line from him to the

DEQ's?

A There's a line to each of thé‘DEO's.
And it's the policy, the oversight and tﬁe interchange

line, |

Q Now, are these relatively new dévelop-

ments or has this organization in its basic form existed
for some period of time?

A In terms of concepts, they are not new,
In terms of the arrangement of certain people in jobs

by name and the areas of responsibility, some of them are
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changed because of our reorganization just recently
accomplished. For example, I'm General Manager of

Manufacturing. I'm one of the few guys who was and

.gtill 1s in basically'the same area, but I gbt four

. plants I didn't have before and lost two, so to speak,

to some other guy like me. Mr, Papageorge was a DEO
in another operating company, and he became our DEQ
in the shuffle, so to speak, :

Q But as far as the basic concept is
concerned, these operating companies Qitﬁ sombﬁne who's
théfequivalent of a DEO and then anzwer;ng to-a Corpo-
rate leval person whé 1s gn environmentalist of gort,
that concépt hag been in existence for --

A I'm trying to remember, It's been in
existche, I want to say, since '77, '78, but I don't

know 1f I can be accurate on the historic event, And

certainly that was an outgrowth of how we were going

4

about it before,

Q 0.K. Are you familisr with a substance

that has become identified in the press as a dioxin?

A Do you mean generically?

Q Yes.

A 1 guess, about as familiar as you are.
Q And are you likewise familiar with a

particulaxr isomer of it, like, 2,3,7,8 tetrachlorodibenzo-
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para-dioxin?
A I'm familizr through what I have read
and what I have heard, I have not had occasion to be

ciirectly involved in operations where that may have been

. manufactured on a‘ firsthand basis.

Q@  When did you first become aware of
2,3,7,8-TCDD?
A Of the 2,3,7,8-TCDD, I guess I'd have

to say_; best of my knowledge, was-probably 1981 some time,

last couple of years, as a specific isower, and I guess
I've become more acquainted with that d'j.fféreh't:lation
over the time since then |
Q And how were you made aware of that?
A See if I can récall. My recollection
is when the term “dioxin," which I had been familiar

with before that time, was something I knew to ba at

‘best an undesirable byproduct; of certain chemical opera-

tions, I thought that was a specific chemical; and in
some discusgion -- 1 "rea.lly can't remember what it was =--

I heard someone refer to TCDD, and I said, "Tell me what

the equation is or show me what the organic chemistry is," .

It was explained that was an isomer and tﬁe one that had

had some bad laboratory experience with laboratory ariimﬁls.

From that time on I got interested in what that was to

the extent I was not a casual observer but not directly
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involved observer, and I started learning about the
difference; but I can't remember why or how except
that thera was a reference to 1it,

Q And at that time 1s that when you be-

‘came aware that the dioxin you had heard about was in

fact the 2,3,7,8- TCDD?

A Because I had heard about dioxin before
by reading gbout Sevaso, Iltaly, 1s the first time I hedrd
the term menticned, And.proba‘bly“ r-eferer;ce. :};s m de
to the specific’ !somer then, but I didn't recall it and
it wasn't important to me,

Q The first time you beéame familiar with
the term "'dioxin" would have been about when?

A Whenever I read it in some news and
in a pericdical article following tha event over in Italy.

I can't remember when that was. It might have been in the

~ late to mid-'70's. Some five years ago.

Q Now, from the time you first had
occasion to read about it, has your coﬁpany provided ‘you
with any information about dioxin and its effects on
humans or your employees?

A My company has provided me with some,

I must say, limited Information because there is a whole

lot of information that's non-specific in terms of what

1've read, and a lot of that's elippings and so forth.
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Q Wha.t‘has ‘your company told you?
MR, LOVE: 1I'm going to ask jrou, if
you can, to direet your questions in terms
of specific time periods.
Q . (By Mr, Calwell) Well, in the mid-'70's

I think you first heard abaut diaxin, Since that time,

A That was on my own.

Q Since that time what has your compaﬁy
told you?

A | My company hasn't told me anything

specifically other than to provide articles of information
and publications. My company has, individuals in my com~
pany, has responded to questions I may have asked about
what are tha factg about threshold levels, et cetera.

Q You say threshold level?

A What can employees be exposed to, what

sources of this chemical mi:ght exist anywhere in our

operations because one might say if you dombine chlorine

and -cyclical organic compound you could possibly =--

Q Throw off?

A - Thet's too big a generalization,

Q These are some of the kinds of questions
you asked?

A Sure.

Q Who did you ask those questions of?
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A Of some of my associates, like, Dr,
Callis, who was my DEO, like, some of our people who
work for him, and it wasn't necessarily a pursuit of

knowledge, It was to help me understand in general

_or something specific when I had a question: Where

might we have any problems like this and what are the
facts about, what are the safety limits, tell me what
somebody can be exposed to and how we can measure it,
Really the bottom line of the information I bhod was
that we know that we &on't want to taga a chance of
having anybody exposed to dioxin at any possible level
we can measure becauée we don't know if there are long-
éerm effects or not. Everything we know up to now says
there are no effects on the long-term for humans;'shere
are acute effects of acne, which I had observed_oﬁksome
peOp;e at Nitro, for example,

Q let re back up a minute, When you
asked thege questions, what were you told? )

A I think that's kind of a general qﬁestiun.
Every one gas a ée_parate question,.

Q wWell, when you asked about botential
health effects, adverse health effects, what were you told?

A We know that exposure to a number of

chlorinated chenslic compoundé,.including, we think,

2,3,7,8 or the dioxins in general cause chloracne, and
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it's been observed in indi&iduals around the world and
in our employ, number one., Number two, to our'kncwledge
there have been no other determined health eifects.

Iiwas told at one time we had g test that Dr, Suskind

.was doing to try and detérmine whether there are mortality

: oé morbidity effects of the result 6% any exposures that

might have occurred at Nitro.

Q Who was the source of this information?
A Dr, Callis, and ‘this was in conversatienm.
Q Did you ascertain when Mbnsanto.knew

about thege health effects or when Dr, Qdﬂis knew?
MR.‘LOVE: Stuasrt, I oﬁject to the fbrm
of the question. You haven't specified wﬂat-
health effects you'reltalking about. You

talking about chioracne?

Q (By Mr. Calwell) Well, what he said,
A Let me understand ycur question again,
Q Well, you inquired, apparently, of

a couple of these gentlemen about certain aspects of
dioxin. One of those aspects was adverse health effects,
and you were told that, well, one of these dioxins or
some of them cause chloracne?

A And I was also told that certain other
chlorinated chemicals --

Q -- can do that, Were you able to
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ascertain when it was determined that chloracne ecould
be caused by these dioxins?
A No. You mean in terms of when we

found out that it caused that?

Q Right,
A - No., I never asked the question, I guess,
Q Did you learn through just general

inquiries in reading that you apparently do?

A Well, I've learned through my associa-
tion over time that we had exper;l.enced at Nitro, whi;:h
1 became familiar with because of an assogiatj;pn there,
that some of our employees that worked in certain units
sufferéd from a chloracne condition back over some years
past, _

Q Were you able to determi;ne through
that inquiry or investigation as to when it was deter-
mined ti':at the chloracne experienced at ’Nitro was céus_ed

by dioxin?

A I never did know whether it was by

-dioxin or not. I might assume that because of the.

suggééti_qn tbat whatever was released, quote, dioxin

in Seveso caused this, but it ivas' what we were doing in -
our unit which at that time had been mking 2‘.,4,5-‘1‘.

| qQ So you still don't know whether

chloracne at Nitro was cgused by dii_:xin or not?
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A No, Specifically, no, I don't know.
‘ Q Is there anyone in your company that
you know of that knows?

A I don't know.

Q Have you asked?

A No, not that spécific c;uestion.

Q Now, you saild you observed some chloracne

in Nitro employees?

A Yes,
Q When did you do that?
- A First time ever was 1969 when I

happened to be a visitor tﬁere with no relationship ’
to- what was being done at that pLAnt, but it was pointed
out .that some of the people were having difficulty.

Q ~ VWhat was being done at the plant?

A What do you mean? I was going to a
manufac.turing meatingiof pe.ople from the various plants
around _the country, and Nitro hosted it ind we ;zere given
a .tour of the dant. One of my asso;:iates pointed out
-that that guy has chloracne; - I said, let me see it

d " And that was about in 1969 and you were
a t the Nitro plant, right? |

A. Yeah For ai:out a haif a day

Q In what connection was the chloracne

brought up and how did that become 'z part of the coaversaticn

3
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if you recall?
A As we were touring, a number of us were
touring through a unit, our host, or2 of the fellows,

one of our manufacturing associates, pointeduéut that

‘some of the guys had been having difficulty with getting

a rash, and they called it chloracne, as I recall then,

from the dust, some of the dust around the unit.

Q It was that 2,4,5-T unit?
A My recollection was that wasﬁtha T unit,
Q And 1t was at that time that you were

3515 to obgerve this condition on a worker there?

A On a worker. I was told thﬁt-soma of
them were susceptible énd gsom weren't and they wers
trying to make surE-fhat-peopla weren't exposed to dust,
but s&meguya had a real problem, they'd walk in end
bregk out, some didn't have any problem.. That ended
my iﬁvoivemant or Interest at that time; It was juﬁt
an observation, |

| Q . Was it dusty when you were in there?
A As 1 can recall, no, but I can't tell

you that the unit was running or not at the time, Tbey

'may have been down, I don't know. It wasn't dusty, that’

1 recall, but, Jesus, that's been a long time ago.
Q The worker was at the-unit when‘you

saw him?
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A Yes,

Q Did you see chloracne on someone sub-

sequent to that time?

A Yes,
Q And when did that happen?
A On other visits tc; Nitro since I

have been General Manager of Manufacturing, It was
pointed out that I talked to a gentleman, I can't re-
member his name, who they said had bad a case of

chloracne for mny years.
Q And that would have been some time in
1980 or thereafter?

A '80, yes.

Q You didn't have occasion to go back

. to Nitro untll you became General Manager of Manufaémring

for Monsanto Industrial Chemicalsg?

A That's my recollection, I want to say
I went back to some training session theré but c;idn‘t_
even go out in the planﬁ, but I can't remember for sure,
Prior to 1980.

Q O.K. I wa-nt to hand you what's been
marked as Plaintiffs’' Exhibit #124 (Monsanto identification
number 8324170), and ask you to take a look at that, if.

you would,

All right., Mr, Boesch, you have had an
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opportunity to examine Plaintiffs' Exhibit #124, have
you not? -
A 'Yes, I have,

Q And could you identify that, please, .

. for the record.

A Plaintiffs' Exhibit 124 is a Monsanto
internal memorandum from Clayton Callis to a number of
people listed as present and addressees, The subject
was the Nitro Health Study Task Force, Minutes of
Meeting November 21, 1980, It lists a number of issues

that apparently were discussed, and I'm shown as a

carbcnee,
Q All right. Thank you. What is the
Nitro Health Study Task Force? b
A The Nitro Health Study Task Force

has been since I have become famillar with it a com-

mittee of the variocus disciplines that needed to deal

with making sure we were understanding and sharing the
information we had abaut the Nitro health situation in'
general, the historical és well as the current, and to
deal with mking sure we mﬁde proper representations
of ourselves and what we knew to our employees and to
the outside world,

Q Now, 1is the Nitro Health Study Task

Force still in existence?
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MR, LOVE: Object to the form of the
question, Go ahead and answer, |
A I cannot say for sure, although, I

believe it is with somewhat different membership.

. Since the reorganization the Nitxro Plant responsibility

1s in another operating ccmpany. I would say 1 think so,
but I'm not sure,
Q (By Mr,Calwell) At the time of this memoragdum desig-
nated Plaintiffs' Exhibit 124, were you a member of the
Nitro Health Study Task Force?

A ‘No, sir.

Q Wh} would you be receiving coﬁies
of the minutes of the Nitro Heglth Study Task Force?

A I was at this time a one-month General
Manager of Manufacturing endeavoring to organize a

Manufacturing Division in an operating company that

~did not have specifica'lly a mrmfacturing-orienfed

division, It was mnufacmring mhagement was split
into the different business units,and with the plant
responsibility I had I'm sure that author felt like I

needed to get up to speed onwhat goes at Nitro,

Q And that would be Clayton Callis, the
author?

A . Yes. Who was a DEO at that time.

Q was that your or;ly connection with the
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Nitro Health Study Task Forbe, a recelver of copies of

the minutes?
A No.
Q What ccher connecticn did you have with it?
A NI attended one meeting, I1'don't re-

member when, Early in the game, Probably some time in
early '81, but my involvement was to influence, to suggast
areas for focuﬁ, to encourage us to get on with anything
that we identified as something we needed to pay atten-
tion to and to resolve any issues that were up in the
air, The manufacturing person who h;s served on it,
in fact, two of them 5til last December when we re-
organized, reported to me,

Q Cn page 2 of that exhibit there is a
reference to.a Dr, Fine under a paragraph designatsl''Nitro-

samin%." Do you know who that gentleman is?
.

A No, I do not.
' Q What are nitrosamines?
A You may embarrass me about amy lack of

organic chemlecal expertise, but nitrosamines are ofganic
chemicals of a certain configuration, an isomer of some
sort, and, I'm sorry, I really can't axplain the chemistry
of it, that show up as byproducts or you can make it,

but in certain byproducts of certain other chemical

reactions, Nitrosamines have some suspected health ﬁroblem.
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Q And is it sugspected that they are
produced as a byproduct of some process at the'Nitro Plant?
A We had a2 concern that it_‘po's_sibly could

be a product in one of the steps of the Sulfasan R process,

. a manufactured rubber chemical,; and I think thatws the

desire, to make sure we-didn't havefany quantity of that
product being a byproduct,
Q - I guess it's obvious why it's included
in the Nitro Health Study Task Foxce?
A Yes, _
. Q Do you know if Sulfasan R was still

béing produced at the time of this memo?

A - Yes,

Q And I assume iﬁ still is?

A Yes,

Q On page 1 of Exhibit 124 there is a

.paragraph captioned "Access to Medical Records," it's

the lagst paragraph on the p;age, and it reads: "There
has been no employee response to date as a*régﬁlt of
the new regulations on access to medical and expogure
records.!" Do you know what that is about?

A I don't know exactly what that was
about, I might conjecture inretrospect because we khow:
we were in a process of over a time to expand our data

base like many companies were, Because we were doing that
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Q | 0.K. T want to hand you what's been
marked Plaintiffs' Depésition Exhibit #125 (Monsanto
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take a minute and look that over,
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MR. LOVE: Stuart, before you begin
on this, I'm going to object to tha use of
this document in ques'tior;ing -o:f:: this witness
bacause ié's dated August 5th of 1981, 'which
i1s some five months after the filing of the
initial complaint in these actions, And
as you and I bave discussed before, we need
to arrive at some soft of a time frame we are
dealing with in this case, and I'm g?ing to
object to it for purposes of fhé record,

If you wvant to pursue it, go ahead and pursue
it, but we need to establish that, And if
we can't do it on a voluntary basis, I'm
going to ask the Court to do it for us.

Q (By Mr. Calwell) Now, you've had én :

opportunity to look at that?

A Yes.
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Q Could you identify that for the record,
please,
A It's a memorandum from Dr. Clayton

Callis to myself dated August 5th, 1981; where he was

: advising me of a proposal to respond to a NIOSH - inquiry

relative to the health records, I assume,'thé'health
records of employees, at some of our plants, one of

which was a plant for which I was responsible,

Q Would that include the Nitro Plant?
A "Yes.
Q ~ Were you re8pdnsib1e for the apparent

pencil notation on tﬁe upper right corner of Exhibit 125?

A Yes, sir, I was, o

Q And why were fou concerned about em~
ployees finding out that thej may be included in that
cohort?

'A I personally thihk gn-employe? should
know when people are looking at his wo:k'or records about
him or his personal information or health.

Q Do you know 1if employees were in fact
notified?

A I underssand that the employees, it's
my recollection from that, that the employees were ix-ifo.x:med
of what the NIOSH study was about and that they would be

Involved, I'm not sure whether they were advised
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individually or as a group that some or all would be,

Q All right, I want to hand ydu what's
been marked Plaintiffs' Exhibit #126 (Monsanto identifi-
cation number 8324389),

'MR. LOVE: I would note thé'same cob-

Jection to Plaintiffs' Deposition Exhibit #126

as was noted with regard to Plaintiffs' Depo-

sition Exhibit #125.

A I've read it,

Q (By Mr, Calwell) Could you identify
that for the record, please,

A Yes. It's a memorandum that was authcred
by myself to Dr. Clayton Callis and Mr, Vince Matteucci

on February 10, 1982, and it was with reference to the

anticipated disclosure of the results of Dr. Suskind's

study by Dr. Suskind., And in this memo I attempted to
set down some conditions for communication that } thought
we should all touch base on and should be-conformed to or
I should be notified otherwise,

Q In your mind did this Suskind study
have some relationship to the Nitro litigation?

A In my mind, my company was being sued,
Some of my employees and former employees were being éwe@t
up into a question as to their health, et cetera, and

anything we might have as information I thought needed
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observation and counseling before we communicated to
employees otherwise by counsel, I think it's just good

smart practice, especially in this day and time,.

Q You were the author of this memo, right?
A 'Yés, I was,
Q Is that your signature that appears
on page 27
A Yes, sir -- No, it's not,
Q It was signed for you?
A I looked at it again, It was signed

for me, 1t was signed for me by my secretary.

Q What 13 your secretary's. name?

A Mrs, Eickotts (phonetic).

Q She signed that, of course, with your
authority?

A Yes, she did, I'm sure I wrote this

memo because I was leaving town.

-

Q Let me hand you what's been marked
Plaintiffs' Exhibit #127 (Monsanto identification number
8324396).

MR, LOVE: Same objection to this exhibit

as to 126 and 125.
Q (By Mr. Calwell) Mr. Boesch, you have
had an opportunity to examine Exhibit 127, have you not?

A Yes, I have,
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Q Would yoﬁ please identify that for the
record,
A It's a memorandum on internal Monsanto

étationery authored by Dan R, Bishop. It went to a big

. 11st of addressees., 1 received a carbon copy, and the

subject of the memo 1Is to suggest that Dr, Suskind was
ready to publish or réveal his work, and Mr, Bishop,
who's a P.R. guy, was suggesting how the information
should be passed on or released,

Q All right, Thank you, Mr, Boesch.

Let me ask you this, now, during the

period of time that fou were on at least the mailing
1list of the Nitro Health Study Task Force and whatever
other relationship you had with.it, did the subject of
dioxin come up in connection with that undertaking?

A I1'd like you to repeat the question

_because I was thinking in terms of that and I thought

your question was in reference to this,
MR. CALW=LL: Could you read that back,
please.
(Whereupon the reporter read back the
preceding question.)
A 1 don't know how to specifically aﬁswér

your question, To say that subject never came up wouldn't

be appropriate, but with respect to the undertaking, quote ==
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Q (By Mr. Calwell) Well, with regpect
to the Suskind study at Nitro, for example,
A I guess with reference to some of the

conversation as the Suskind study came out. Some rela-

- tionship there, yes,

Q ' Vhat Qbuld that discussion have been?

A To the extent there wasn't any long-
term health effects due to exposure, possible. expdgsure
to dioxin-in the past, basically Dr. Suskind's study did
not reveal any different mortality rate or other health
effect other than chloracne which it was‘thqugﬁt could

be caused by dioxin, among other chlorinated phenols,

Q Did you see a copy of Dr. Suskind's
study?

A I've not seen a copy of Dr, Suskind's
study.

Q Have you seen any other studies that

4

Dr. Suskind may have done or performed on the Nitro workers?

A No. I have had a presentation of a
summary analysis of Dr. Suskind's study, but I have not

read one,

MR, CALWELL: O0.K. - Thank you, Mr. Boesch.

Lloyd J, Boesch
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) ss.
COUNTY CF MADISGN )

I, M, JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public, duly

" commissioned and qualified in and for the County of

Madison, State of Illinois, do herel;’y certify that
pursuant to notice came before me on the 21st day of
June, 1983; at the Radisson Hotel, Pike Room, 9th Street
and Convention Plaza, St, Louis, Misscuri, LLOYD J,
BOESCH, who was by me duly sworn to béistify to the

truth and nothing but the truth of his knowledge touch-
ing and concerning the;mat;ters in controversy, in this
case; that he was thereupc.n carefully examined upon ocath,
and his examination reduced to writing under my super-
vision; that the deposition is a true record of the

testimeny given by the witness} and signature of the

-witnass was not waived,

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither
attornay nor counsel for nar related to nor émployed _
by and of the parties to the action in which this depo-
sition is taken; and further, that I am not a relative

or employee of any attorney or counsel employed by the

-parties hereto, or fingnclally interested in the

action,

IN WITNESS WHERZIOF, I have hereunto set my
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hand and affixed my notarial seal on this

day of

, 1983,

Notary Public within and for the
County of Madison, State of Illinois,
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