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M r .  J a m e s  H.  F l u k e r ,
Sup t .  D iv i s ion  of S a fe ty  an d  H yg iene ,  
S ta te  Bldg .
C o l u m b u s ,  Oh io

D e a r  S i r :

I a m  w r i t i n g  you in r e g a r d s  to c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  ex i s t in g  
a t  the G o o d y e a r  T i r e  a n d  R u b b e r  P l a n t  h e r e  in A k r o n ,  Ohio,  which 
we b e l i e v e  i s  in v io la t i o n  of the S a fe ty  L a w s  of o u r  s t a t e  and  which 
I wil l  l i s t  be low:

1. A c ond i t ion  in Dept .  272 -A ,  a t  the B e l t  Bui ld ing  t a b le s .
On th is  jo b  t h e r e  is  a v e r y  s e v e r e  s t a t i c  c o n d i t io n  c a u s e d  by f r i c t i o n  
an d  gum  c o a t e d  f a b r i c s  being  pu l led a c r o s s  m  . tal  t a b l e s  f r o m  m o r e  
than  one l a r g e  ro l l  of f a b r i c  a t  a t im e .  T h i s  c ond i t ion  has  a lw a y s  ex-  
s i s t e d ,  but in the p a s t  the  b u i l d e r s  have u s e d  he a v y  c e m e n t s  that  
f low ed  v e r y  s lo w ly  and  when sp i l l ed  o r  c a m e  in c o n ta c t  with the w o r k ­
e r s  c lo th ing  did not  s p r e a d  a t  a r a p i d  p a c e .  We e x p e r i e n c e d  m a n y  
f i r e s  that  w e r e  c a u s e d  by s t a t i c  ign i t in g  the c e m e n t .  T h e s e  f i r e s  
w e r e  kept  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  due  to the c e m e n t  b e in g  of a h e a v y  m i x t u r e  
th a t  would s p r e a d  v e r y  s lowly .

C
In the p a s t  f ew  w e e k s ,  M a n a g e m e n t  has  b e e n  u s in g  t ex ine  f r o m  cans  
and  app ly ing  the t ex in e  wi th  a hand  sw ab  whi le  the f a b r i c s  a r e  being 
pu l led  a c r o s s  the t a b l e s .  We f e e l  that  t h i s  c r e a t e s  a v e r y  d a n g e ro u s  
cond i t ion  b e c a u s e  of the s t a t i c ,  an d  f u m e s  f r o m  the t ex in e  c a n s ,  a l s o  
due to the n a t u r e  of t e x in e  to s p r e a d  r a p i d l y  to the o p e r a t o r s  c lo th ing  
when it c o m e s  in c o n t a c t .  When us ing  the ha nd  s w a b ,  the t ex ine  
s p r e a d s  a n d  d r i p s  on the  w o r k e r ' s  c lo th ing .  T h e  Be l t  B u i l d e r s  know 
tha t  th is  is  a  h a z z a r d  to t h e i r  s a f e t y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  s h ou ld  not  be 
a l l o w e d  to i m p o s e  upon  the m e n  to w o r k  u n d e r  t h e s e  c o n d i t io n s .
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2. In Dept .  245 on the  S a na x  O p e r a t i o n ,  the  f u m e s  and

d u s t  f r o m  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  b u r n s  the  o p e r a t o r ' s  e y e s  and  s k in  v e r y  s e v e r e l y .
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This condition is so bad that the Department Management has agreed 
to work men on a one-day at a time basis.
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3. In Dept. 245, there is  a fallout from the exhaust stacks 
that causes burns.on the worker when it comes in contact with their 
skin, this is an acid that burns severely and has discolored cars parked 
in the vicinity of the plant.
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All of these matters have been taken up with Management 
and at the present nothing has been done to correct them. Therefore, 
in v iew  of the facts which have been stated, our Local Union has 
authorized me to contact you immediately and request of you that a 
representative of the Division of Safety and Hygiene be assigned to 
make full investigation of complaints as stated and that we be advised 
of such date which investigation can be made.

Hoping for an immediate reply and kind consideration on the 
subject, I remain

Yours truly.

Goodyear Local #2, URCL&PWA 
AFL-CIO
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cc:  David  B M c C a n n  

H a r r y  Doyle 
W. W. Ha le
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