S Great St. Helem's, "« *
: LONDON E,C. 3. o

Dear Sirs,

MITK ¥Oit SPRAY PAINTERS,

We have received repeated reuesy, through ocur Jeint Sorks
Committee in Mombesa, for an issue of milk to spray painters, e -
have turned these down since masks are issued, the painting is =
done in tho op=n, and leaded paints are infrequently used,

Our position, however, has been seriously prejudiced by
the action of Stanvac who in 1559 started to issue 1 pint of milk
per day to rail tunke:r operatives, t-rkcor {illing operatives,
certain luboil blending plaint opcratives, :nd both spray and
brush painters. They claim that this has been dons on medicel
advice to ocounterict the dryness of the throat caused by inhaling
fumes o leaded gnolines and paints,

#e have consulted our own medifal adviser and the Chief
Inapzctor of Factories. They explained that about twenty years
ago it vas thou ht that milk acted as a solvent for any lead ~
imbibed by painters; this was subse uently discounted by the
medical profession, but many (irms contimicd to issue
partly because it is= al ays JirfioulE to withdraw e ires isdus and
pertly in the interest of gemeral heslth and higher productivitye
Hence wamwmmmmm trectnemty

We feel that the critertam ahmﬂ.dhg vhether milk i
necessary to ounter possible i1l effects on the health of the
indiwvidual resulting from hisx pa.rt{cular/ jobi we isoue tank . ‘ v
Aleancrs, for instance, with milk and bre~3 on the basis of :
specific medical advice. If there is no meatim at health
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being affected we are reluctunt to issus milk as to do so would
result in an increasing demand for it from anyone coming into
contact with gasaline and other vapours, 2nd ultimately, perhaps,
in a demand for "danger pay®.
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