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‘)sbestos Dust Lanea a Hazard
To at Least One-Fourth of U.S.

- By SJANE K. ERODY .
Asbestus dust, which has al-|struction workers and thelr
reuly Lleen ¢nnoectad with [amilies. |
the development ‘of fatal can-’ Aoccurding lo the findingy of;
cet In one-half of asdestos three recent limited studies, the
workers, may be a potential dangers might extend to l.hc.'
health harard for one-quarter fenera) populaton. The studies.
af the population or more, it Which lavolved autopsies on,
AL repurted yesterday. .1,100 persons in three cities.’,
This prehminary finding was showed that 33 per cent of the
doscribed by Dr. Irving J. Seli- people had asbestos lodged in;t
Xoff in announccing the estab-{their luags. . !
iiahment of ag cnvtmnmmm:mm‘;‘ ?kﬁ'&w "’:',
.the studies a “crude!

m:.""“:'”"“”y at Mount', nique” that disclosed only:
« PAtAL The 1aboratory iy . a<bestos fibers that had!
will furtner Investigate el oo coated by an iron-nen,’
dsncers to man of asbestos and-; Loy Whtle indged In thel
_:t;;e‘: env:imnmental contamis 150y :W mor& g-:(gn& mnlqu:!l

. ‘now Jows Lhat many person
‘-Irensc..’\“.‘f-- ’?:d l:b:bellt?: harh . noncoated ut):esws ﬂo‘!
Nad led un 0 suspect that) DTt A well he aaid N
ity mineral dusts that m-l New Study Started h
ruminate buth urdan and rural! Dr. Selikoff and hig  cole-d
o might create maedical DAL~ jeagues at the new Jaboratory.d
Ars lor the public. jhave started a three-yoear study:
e new itboratory will be ln whuch they will: '
Fetded by Dr. Selikoff who,! 4qExamine. with (he de~r
vith Dr. Jzeob Churg, lwnd]euued's family’s approvat thef
1At ashestos workers eventu.ilung tixsue of the from 3.000 to:
UligdNewed SIX o seven umuh.ooo persans sxpocted tg die in
mal death rate from Jungithe next two years at Moumt

‘and Ihree times the nor- Sinal, Klmhurst Hospital and

el death rate (rom cancey of Yeternns Hospital Bron!.I
W tumach, colon and rectunt{The doctors will look for un-|

Other Workers Aftected iconted as well an cnated zsbes-

D2 Setkotf noted that un’“” fibers in the Ussues.
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.?nn_zcrs of expasure ty asbestos] Slook for correlations be-
::;; :‘nrr.k l-‘;t iimited th thosejtween the caises of death and:
. irectly with this'the presence of asbestos [lders:

* b, nsulatoee and nu"’ln fung tissue. i
-steial. The dangers, de waid,! 9Determine the ocoupational
etetil to wourkers 1y “contigu.:Aistory of the decessed and their,
Jus traoes™ such ag oum:z:fvu u::‘ other pcunnl{
— | Asbestos s & fibrous minerl:

. . lhlmy valued for I3 nonsor
lromve and long-wearing prop-

erties. In additicn Vo its commoa!

braxs linings. plastics, beer fik-
L.un. 23 masks and paper. Unt!]
I lagt yesr, soma aschools uwd)
.asbestos dust Insead of sandf’
for children to play in.
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~ MDs Study’

"Effects

Doctors at Mount Stnal Hos-
gital today set up a laboratoy
ty tind out whether the dust
tiat has been-killing workers
in asbestns mines and plants
4 hurting the rest of us.

The hospital's environmental
bealth laborstory will be
headed by Dr. living J. Sell-
koft who, with Dr. Jacod
Churg, has conductad Invest-
gations that revells an alarm-
mgly high incdence of lung
and other cancers among as
bestos workers.

The United States Public
tealth Service and the cuy
Feslth Research Council are
giving grants totaling $324.000
t» support the laborstory, i
vas announced at a press con-
forence in the hospital:

Stodled Unlam Mombers .
The Seltkoff-Churg study
was conducted among mem.
b:rs of the Asbestos VWorkers
i rdon in the New York ares.
I: found szbnormally high in-
¢ dences of lung, stomach and
finestinal cancer In the group.
_ 8teps are behyg taken to re
duce the woriars’ exposure to
sibestos dust But the doctors
ase Increasingly concerned
a%at the elfsct of asdestos
dust on the
lrge. Asbestos is used widely

1 the construction of new

balidings. ’ .

“Our asbestos workers who|dusts In the lungs of rural and
drveloped cancer had at leasticity dwellers. Autopsies have
2) years exposure,’” Selikoll|shown traces of asbwstos fi-
sud. "Any effict on cancer in|bers in the lungs of coe out of
the general ‘population--and

e ue don't know what it la—1is

the result of ashestog exposire|study the dissemination of as-

£om 20 to 40 years age.

“Woridwide production of|in Finland have shown that
aibestos has incressed from
3)0,000 tons a year 20 years|3S ralies from asbestos

population, at|tiect.” he sxdd.
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azo 10 3.5 millioa tons annually !
now. We're not golng to see|
the results of this until 19%0.":
Futare Froblem Seen

Sellkoft pointed out that as-
bestos dust, once created, can
never be destroyed

“What we have now s not
nmply the production of 15
million tona & year. but the ac
cumulation of some four dec
ades of asbeatof that has been
mined,” be said. “Our prodlem
now is one for the future.” !

The Mount Sival laborutory
wili aso study the etfects of
other minersl dusts on
{humans. A mineralogiat will
'he 3 member of the ladbaratory
Istaff.
“\We nave been filling the‘ ’
alr with a aumber of muneral]
dusts against which we have!l
no natural defenses,™ Selikoft
said “Now we must determine
the effocts of these environ-
mental hxrards ™

Among the questions tn be
settiad, Selikef(f said, s
whether there is a critical level
beiow which asbestos exposure
is safe. . .

“We dont Inow whether a
ngle small exposurs haa a
carcinogenic (cancercauaing)

Wl Coatinue Studies
. The researchers will look for
asbestos and other mineral

four urban residents.
The laborstory will abo

bestos dust in the alr. Studies
the dust can be detected up to
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