I Py f}-ﬂ«, C»(T’\\“‘E

- Copy to ¥r, Pewis

October 20, 1937

iir, J. Brooks Greenwood
Atlantic Refiuning Company
First National Bank Building
Charlotte, North Carolina

Dear Hr, Greconwood:

Your letter of September
2lst addreszsed to the office of the Ethyl Gasoline
Coryaration at Baliimore, was referred to me through
Ir, Shank. Ve have been following cases of all sorts
in whichh complalints have besn made because of conbact
gith leaded gasoling, and I should be grateful to you

if you would forward to me an tnformation which is
avallsble on your Mr, *at Creenville,

For your lnformation 1 zhould
noint out, perhaps, that "blood poisoning” from an
injury to the skin has no nzcessary or probable relatione
ship vo conbtact wlth zssoline of any kind, and certainliy
has no reolationship to the lead content of gasoline.
Obviously gasolline is nct s good material to introduce
into a sore for 1t burns and also doss damage to the
tissue loecally. Any such damage may be an excliting
factor in an infecticn and in s ease on the fout which
comes in countact wlth soiled clothing, as well as dust
and dirt from a variety of sources, an infection may
result from any type of injury. In this instance the
gasoline 1s not the causs of the infectlon, but is
nmerely a contributory and irritating factor, the ine
fectlion being baeteoriological in origin. It is also
true, of course, that gasoline may burn the skin
aopecially vhen 1t is kept in conbtact with the skin
by nmeans of a cloth or article of wearing apparel which
i1s saturated. Under these circumstances, blisters or
Injury produced by the gasoline may become 1nfected.
Obviously the gasoline here is a contributory faztor
to the Infection since if prcdhces the primary injury.
So far as lead absorption 1s concerned, there nesd be:
fear of this since lead 1Is absorbed better by ths 1ntact
skin than by an Injured skln,

KE 0021894



Mr, J. Brooks Greenwood

I repeat I should >1ad to
have my further informatlon avout HMNr, . and
if he is still 111 znd if there is any que ! outb

the nature of his illness, I should be glad to commnicate
with his physician if he 1a known to you.

Very truly yours,
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Robert A. Aehoe, H.D.
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