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Lettar from Divisicn of Industrial Safety
- Stats of California - Rs: Asbestos Du.n

During the dust test om March 1, Mr. Bzadley wvas asked to read the above lettar a..d

The Division of Indnstrial Safety i3 an organization thich is eonco-:;ed vith -
gccddental injury enly. They ars not quali{fied to nmake the statassents in the letter
and the information they gave they got second hand, The suthority for this tgpe ot
statezant vould come from the Califormia Stats Depariment of Haalth on’JJ. _

The MAC for asbestos is 5 millien parts per culde foot af particles below 10 -.-.i'c.
in dizmpier, With the pormal microscope one can ses dovn to 1 micron, Thsrefors, we
count only the par‘.:icles;‘ froa 1 40 10 nicerons,

‘ The standxrd light field tachnique means the field im which the particles are
is 14t up, and this is done by shiring light up through the.slide into the microacope
Under coxrtain conditions the particles have the same index of refmction as the water
nedium, and therefore the particles cannot be seen. “hen this occcurs, the dark- field
tecknique is used, which means thore is a disk placed dircctly under the slide so tha
light does rot go through the specimen ut arcund the perineter, and essentially, lig
is reflectod off the particle yather than passing through the particle. The tam
%phase contrast’ sDeans there is 2 contrast difference botwean the particle and the
liquid phase, In general, ons gets about the same particls count with either method,

It 48 kmown that there aro smaller particles below 1 mieron, and these can be
peasured by higher nagnifying microscopes such as the electron microscope - tut so wh
In a1l cases vhen onc reports the particles below 10 zicrons, it is assumed there_are
zany amaller particles that are normally not visidle, The only real testing done “has
been vith anizals vhich wvere given dosages of dust with the 10 nicron size down, and
these ani=als asluays got the very small particles also,

Mr. Bradlsy said that if cne tested air by itself they would £ind mamewr many of the

‘fine particles that are rormally not reported. FHr. Bradley does not know of any case
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of lung cancer related to asbestosis and he said asbestss dust causing sesothelioma
is very tere. Mesothelicma {s essentially {rritation of the lurg Yinings which. goes
avay vhen ths dust copdition is removed. .

I think if the Assocfat{on plars to mply to this lettar it should be written by some
one of authority such as Mr. Bradley, or Mr. Bradley shculd dr=ft the lettar for SKRW
In this case, any specific stata::enta nade should be qualifisd vith references to aub
stantiats the technical facts,



