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Dr. Joseph Wegoner, Acti ng Directop

Division 0f Fleld Studies & Clintesl Investigption -
National institute for Cxcupstional Safety sod Heslthr

500 Main Street

Federal Buildizg, Rooca 7 Q33

Cipcinnaty, Ohio 45202

Io odtalning informetion ou tUe question, advantage may de take n of
spother set Of circumstavees., AsosSite and groeldolite, the oth er two
snjor fibers used ir commerce, are 8Ot mined ta North America, sand
puUSt be 1mported. Records of thede importy have beex kept by the
Peparment of Commerce. We fipd that only 2rivinl qupsotities o=X

tdese fibers were tmported until the 1940's snd of these small szounte,
erecidolite was not used in sny insule®ion materials, slthough =gosite
v2s, Therefore, experience of gshestos Lasulxtion vorkers durimg the
1940's gnd 1950's [especially, the forrmer) canm=of be s8Cribed to other
thyn the one ashestos fider thet ves iwm regular use 1o insulaticon
saterials during the 12930’s = chrysotilda. Sipes lung capser rufes,

33 well ss thas pccurrence ¢f mesothelicwme and deaths ot asbessosmis,
vere demopstrably incressed ampog theses men during the 1640's srd 19350's, .
ve may tufer the chrysotile-issocizted risk ameng them{3~-5),

{nce the problien 15 gn importapt obe, 1 expect that more ufon;aation
711l become avpilable within the pext &meveral years. .

Sincezsly yours,

. zgfm 7. Seuknﬁ,e?t.n.
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