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CRIST QUARRY ENQUIRY

Dr. Wagner eaid that he did not fully agreo that

Defore reading his s:utement, Dr. J. C. Wagner stated
tumours would oceur as & result of exposure to chrysotile asbostoa,

that he was speaking in his own personal capsaity and aot as o
There vas, hovever, some evidence from the United Stutes to the

member of the Medicsl Research Council.
contrary and more comparstive surveys would be necessery.

Dr. Wagner seid that he had visited the Quarry on the Chrysotile asbestos was suspseted of causing tumours, but epint
. pinton

evening of Lth July, sftar tipping had oceased, He did not go was atill doubtful, Carcinomas of the lung were not limited t
. L] L

down into the Quarry, but looking at it from the rosd he could ses any one type of fibre, chryeotile included

no svidence of excessive dust.
An experiment of Dr, Wagner's involved the exposure

As far as he knoﬁ. the whits sebeatos dust, bagged and of rate to fine chrysotile dust, One rat had developed a pleural
ra

tippsd ae hsd bsen described, would not csuse o hazard to heslth. tumour and had died, and the tumour was found to be similsy to

However, investigations were still going on, as plesural tumours those sesn in human beings. Hovever, this wae only sn early

hed occurred from relatively slight exposure to asbestos dust. sxperiment and there was s large number of experiments still

Any asbsetos dust would csuss asbestosis, and in Canada snd ths going on,

United States it wss belisved pleural tumours hsd alaso bsen caused
He satd tylt it wvas true people in the United States

by white asrastos. Asbestosis, or acarring of the lung, “as only
vere dying of asbestosie which could be traced to chryeotile

due to excessive exposurs te dust, for example, in people Jcrking
asbestos, but there vere no tumours.

in duily cunatant sxposurs to 1it. Therefom, thers was & neesd to

control all unnscessary exposure ‘to this mineral. Dr. Wagnesr People living in the vicinity of a certain factory

agreuvd that as long as & clear definition vas made batwssn vhat using chrysotile asbestos were found to be suffering a health

ves duet and what wae broken material, and floor sweepings were hazard, ilovever, slthough the factory was using chrysotile

bonded with resin, that vas sufficient. Dr. Vagner thought that asbestos today, it was not passible to aacertain whas they had been

the present arrsngements for tipping (vagging, sealed containers using 20 years previously,
snd a covering of earth) were remarkable and a very good ides. ,
Dy, Vagner agreed that if the duet escaping from Crist

He added that, in tho present stage of knowlsdge, the begged dust
Quarry wos excessive, there would be a health haxard, Lut the amount

would not be a hazard to health. ¢
of asbestos dust in ths atmosphere must be higher than the figure

obtained aw a result of the dust counta. It wvas necessary for

a consf{derable amount of white ssbestos cdist to be in existence tu

csuse cancer of the lung and asbestosis.




e agreed that there should be fencing round the
Quarry te prevent children playing there, althouch the riek of
exposure vas not great if the dumped material wae covered. Any

Quarry should bo fanced to stop children falling down.

Dr. Vagner agreed thers would be s health riek tf
SXposure were excessive. “The condittions where it is really
dangerous {» where Yyou cannot see the chap working next to yeu®,

he said. '
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