Note:

More and more, hospital authorities are using
color instead of white in decorating interiors.
With that in mind this atticle and the others in the series
were written. The previous articles dealt with red, yellow

and gtay Those in succeeding issues will discuss blue and

Thei‘e articles are by M. Rea Paul, consulting colorist
of National Lead Company.
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Color is gaining ground rapidly in

OSPITAL interiors
are losing their “in-
stitutional look.” They
are creating a cheering,
restful effect on patients,
visitors and. hospital staff
alike. The reason is that
in many hospitals the traditional
white is'no longer used on walls,
woodwork, and ceilings.
Physicians, surgeons, superin-
tendents and architects have all
had 2 hand in banning white fin-
ishes. They have proved that white
is cold and cheerless—a negative
influence on the minds of patients.
They have learned that certain
colors have 2 stimulating effect on
jaded,- depressed minds, while
others have a quieting, soothing
influence on excited, unstrung
nervous systems. Thus, the proper
colors are positive aids to recovery,
especially during the convalescent
period.
This belief that white should not
be employed in hospital interiors is
growing constantly. Hospital au-

thorities find that the use of tints .

does not lower standards of cleanli-
ness and sanitation. Neither does
it lower the standard of durability
and washability. Paint made of
Dutch Boy white-lead and Dutch
Boy flatting oil is durable and wash-
able to the extreme. It is easily
tinted to desired colors by very
small additions of tinting colors.

We can help you select
color treatments

The question of what colors to use
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The case against white

HE following quorations are reprinted
tom_acticles on the subject of white

ve. color. H you desire to read the complete
articles, we can refer you to the sources
iy ich these thoughrs were taken.
For further information regarding use of
color in hospitals, address our Deparement
of Decoration in care of our nearest branch.
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“The use of colors for walls and ceilings o
operating_rooms in lieu of white is now
general. Different shades of gray greens or
paem grays, all without glos o lusee,are
being used excensively. There is a rever-
sion Trom having cverything in the wards
white and without ornamentation . .
ow a mare seasible view peevails chat
tends to colors which are more pleasing and
restful to the paticnt and do not lower the
standards of cleantiness and sanitation.”
. . .

“White, so long associated with hospital
ingeriors, s giving way co ight grays nd
cans; even the beilliant white ties of the
operating room having been repfaced by
gl ight sray in the newer horpial nst-
utons . - Nexz ' wihie, gkt can or
buff, cream, lighe bue, fighe g2y and light
olive green have che highest refiection fac-
Cor and 21 the samt thme are colors thar
are noc likely to cause oye fatigue. Even
in the. operating rooms, the absence of
Whire is conspicuous. 1t has been found
thac the operating surgeons and attend-
amts are annoyed by oye stmin and thei
red when wotking jn roorms
ﬁfﬂud ich highly elazed white the where
white, glossy equipment is wsed. ATl the

are palnr.v.d 3 dull gray in numerous in-
stances, instead of the usual white cnamel.”
- v .
“Bach ward congains cighteen beds, and
2l beds and i in all pares of the
Eocoseat e o snsckad of e oG
gelives che dismal tombitone loak which
is so prominent in some hospita
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in your hospital is not easy to
decide. Every room should be con-

hospital interiors, lending a feeling
of softnessand warmth to walls, wood-
work and ceilings where once only
cold, dazzling white was ever present.

sidered a separate prob-
lem. The interiors of your
hospital may necessitate
lighter or darker tints or
shades than similar inte-
riorsin another. The colors
you should use can be de-
cided on only after consideration of
the illumination, exposure, the size
of the room and the use to which
the room is put.

You can with no expense obtain
the cooperation of our Department
of Decorationin selecting the proper
colors for any room in your hospital
or for the entire building. The spe-
cialists in this department have
made a study of hospital decoration
and the therapeutic value attrib-
uted to color. They are working
today with hospital administration
boards, superintendents and archi-
tects on the subject, preparing
paint specifications, paint formulas
and actual color samples.

More than 200 hospitals through-
out the country are successfully
using the color trearments recom-
mended by this department. If you
wish further information regarding
the service that this de-
partment can render you,
write to the Department
of Decoration in care of
our nearest branch.
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