Fa TR u . 3

Brremptor s

Copy to Mr. Mittnacht
December 10, 1934

Dre Herman Cowan
875 West End Avenuse
Hew York City

Hew York

Dear Dre. Cowant

Your letter of December Lth inguiring
about the effects of tetraethyl lead upon the skin
and addressed to the Ethyl Yasoline Corporation, hesa
been referred to me for reply.

I am not just sure in what aspect
of the metter you are most interested, but so far as
I know there is nothing in medical literature as to
the specific effects of tetraethyl lead upon the
skin, Observatlions have bsen published which show
that tetracthyl lead is abtsorbed through the skin of
experimental animals, and there are sufficient data
to give a general 1dea of the speed of absorption
a8 well g3 the fate of the compound after absorption.
Unfortunstely the article that we have published and
which contains the most information is now not
availeble to me in the form of reprints,since my
supply has been exhsusted. However, I can cite you
the reference as follows:'"The Behavior of Lead in
the Anlmal Organism II Tetrasthyl Lead" by Kehoe and
Thamann, in the American Journal of Hygiene - Vol. 13,
ps 478 - i98 = March 1931,

The only other article on the subject
is my erticle "On the Toxicity of Tetraethyl Lead and
Inorganic Lead Salts",a copy of which I am sending
ypu. L K

Yhen tetraethyl lead is applied to the
skin of aninals or mman beings, there 1s very little
evidence of sn injurious reaction. There ia a slight
and transient hyperemia, and subsequently there is likely
to be & slight edema which does not persist for longer
than twelve to twenty~four hours, leaving the skin without
any apparent injury. The o0il, tetraethyl, 1s apparently
not irritating and it has no corrosive effect, and when
applied to onets own skin 1t does not produce any burning,
itching, or other discomfort. I dare say it is for this
reason that nothing has appeared in the litersture on the
subject of its effects upon the skin, .for in so far as
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I hnon no. one has obaerved any injurious effects to
the ﬂkino "‘f’j, y Tl R ,

e : If this aoea not answer your question
and 1f thera ia any other information which I cam
givo.you. I wbuld be glad to have you write me further.

: _Véry truly yours, -

RAK:IS . FRobert A. Kehos, M.D.




