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An End To EPA's 'Sue & Settle'

Editorial
October 22, 2017

The davs of special interests potentially forcing policies from the Environmental Protection Agency
through 2 process known as ‘sue and seltle’ are over. EREA Administiator Scolt Pruilt has issued
guidelines that preciude any regulatory tinkerng under the guise of lawault settlements or backdoor
deals thal limit public comment andlor namstring the agenty's due diligence.

“We will no longer go behind closed doors and use consent decrees and selllement agreements o
resolve weuits fled apainst the agenoy by speciak-inlerssl groups where doing 50 would

circumyent the regulatory process sel forlh by Congress” Mr. Pruill said.

The Obama administration has denled imposing any illegal regulations originating from ERA
zeflements with environmental groups. Pruills directive simply closes the door to any guestionable
agreements ip the fidre

Underthe new policy, the ERA will cortact any state or enlity affected when a lawsuil setileent or
consent decree is under consideration It also ensures that the ERPA wonl create any new
regulations in the seltlement process

Thate fair And it should prompt other federal agencies thal routinely face agenda-driven litigation to
do the same.

Yet Pruill's miove drew rebukes from environmentalists, ooe of whom predicted {hat the EPA boss
“will be spending a lot more of your taxpeyer dollars defending his inaction in court.

W need be, yves — but openly and without any nodding and winking
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