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Dr, W. S. Dzvidson,
A/Commissioner of Public FHealth,
Department of Public Health,

57 Murray Street,

Dear Dr. Duvidsen,

Enclosed is z brief report on Wittenoom, which
is forwarded for your information. I hsve sent copies to Dr. King,
and Dr. Lethan, .

TS Kind regards,
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FITTENGOM CEEST X-RaY¥ SURVEY 1960.

The following are the results of the chest x-ray examination
of workers employed for more than one year at Australian Rlue Asbestos,
Wittenocm, examinued by the Mines lobile X~Ray Unit during Septeaber,
1960, 4 few workers have been excluded but their exclusion does not
afrz2ct the over-ull giceiure., ..1&2 exgc:iuvded are men diaznosed us
suffering from industrisl chest disease in previous years, who have
left the indastry.
The diagnostic symools represent:-—

N,

F+

No evidence of industrial chesat disease or other
pulmonary pathology.

Increased lung markings of a non specific type possibly
due to the very earliest stage of silicosis or asbes-
tosis, but too inconclusive to justify even a provisionsal
diagnosis.

F+(s1) Fairly conclusive evidence of Sil#cosis/asbestosis and

S

the men concerned have been advised to leave the indus-
try. Definitive diagnosis awaits further investigation
to exclude other pulaonary disease and o assess disa-
bility, if any.

S8ilicosis and/or asbestosis.

X-RaY CLASESIFICATION

Mo, of years

% of workers

at sust, Blue N. F+ F+(s1) & affected per year
Asbestos, S of exposure,
. (Fes1, S1)

1 71 - - | 0%

2 43 1 - 0%

3 24 5 1 3%
CL 6 4 3 23%

5 2 L - o%

- 6 L 2 3 33%

7 1 4 4 Ly
. 8 9 2 2 LO%

9 - - 3 100%

12 1 “ 1 335

44 4 ’ - O

7 - - 2 1007
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- There is no need to comment on the figures save to say
that only the huge labour turnover (over 70% of workers hawe worked
at Wittenoom for 3 years or less) prevented large numbers of men
from being affected. The concurrent dust counts prepared hy the
Senior Inspector of Xines showed how dusty the mill and mine really are,
and the results of the cnsst x-ray examinations show the effect. It
would appear that silicosis is a more serious problem than asbestosis
and thut fregaently the dicease is of a mixed type. This explains
why ihe classical radiolozical appearance of asbestosis is rarely seen.

¢ is also worth noting that mere presence at the mine or
mill over a relatively short period is sufficient to produce disease
and that unlike the Gold Mines, the actual occupation of the worker
is not too important.

An attempt was made to x-ray the men employed in transporting
the asbestos bags to the coast, but only a few were actually done. It
1s desirable that these workers and those engaged in loading asbestos at
the docks should be examined regularly and their conditions of work
investigated, ;

Effective dust supression at Australian Blue Ashestos, is an
urgent and immediate necessity.

J. McNulty
CHEST PHYSICIAM.
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M.D. File No. 258/60.

UNDER SECEETARY POR MTNES:

This report comes as something of a shock. We
have lmown that conditiona in the nill were very dusty.

No cases of asbestosis had been reported until
recently snd quite s few men had eerved considereable terme
without apperent erffect.

I haed formed the opinicn that the risk was not
perticulerly eerious and I think that this opinion was:
shared by the management.

The @11l has been very much improved and weare
now paying attention to the mnderground conditions. Several
visits have been made by our ventilstion men.

Pr. ¥McNulty has been in direct touch with the

. management and they have advised me that they will cq-operatc

to reduce the dust,

The value of epooisl detailed study of the results
of the medicel examinatione ie evident,

We wlll preee for the further iuprovement of
conditions both in the mine and the mill,

I think we should also make a careful study of the
industrial history of all employees at the next medical
exanination. :

ST’Ai ﬂINgIéG ENRGINEER

EEB:JW:

- 17th November, 1960.

/S



AHT/JF o
258/60.

21st* November, 60,

Dr. J« McNulty,
Chest Physician,
Kelgoorlie District Hospitel,

KALGOORLIE,

Dear Dre McNulty,

Thanks for the report on the recent X~ray
exaninations at Wittenoom. I have discussed it with the
State Mining Engineer and as & result of seme we will press
Tor the further improvement of conditions both in the mine -
and the mill., We 8160 propose to make a careful study of -
the industrisl history of all eaployees at the next medical
examination.

I agree with you that effective dust
supression at Wittenoom is an urgent and immediate necessity,

o & o 77

Yours h;thmn,

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT

ovng




Tl e itee sient wiie

’
»

o —— el b

-y

THE STATE MINING ENGINEER:

It would appear to me desirable that an early
conference between yourself and your Inspectors and the
Company Management should take place in vegard €0 this matters

Could this dbe arranged, please?

UNDER SECRETARY FOR MINES

AHT/JF ., ‘.
21st November, 1960. .

THE
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% DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH v

POSTAL AODRESS: Civision of Creumatiany’ Yrsien

SOX 31, CEORGE STREET Nen. $.0. i SSTat PR STRENIaT S e ]
STONEY '

TELEPHONE: BU 4<% 86-88 GEORGE STREET Nrth,,
ord 3 056 EXTINSIONS $7°, 1908 -
SYONEY

Ouse Rel. Na.
Youe fel. No.

Please address Ml camemynications
o the Qirector.

AB: Hv., ’ 2nd December, 1960.

Ir, . D. Letham,
Physicizan,

Department of Public Healih,
Box 134, G.P.0.,

PERTE, West Australia.

SUBJECT: Asbestos Dust Counts.

In reference to your letter of the 28th November, reference
1/2:63460 - DDL/PU, I wish to edvise you that I have discussed this matter
with severzl of my scientific staff. In our experience it is rarely that
one peets situations where a mixture of silica and asbestos dust existis
where there is difficulty from the point of view of dust counts; it is easy
to jetermine which is/smajor bazard, e.g. in the mamufacture of asbestos
shoeis very small quenties of sand are used and it is clear that the only
simificant hazard is the asbestos ocue. I feel that the matter can only
oe tackled on general conmon sense 1ines} it is pot practical to have dust
standards Jor mixtures of dusta. - :

Tours fnithf}:.lly, -

’

-
-

aT “‘N B’j‘l I
Director,
Division of Crcupational Feglth.

PLAINTIFF'S
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P.0. Box 66’
Port Hedlond, 9th October 196

Tho Senior Inspector of Uincgo,
EALGOORLIE TVlA. S

Your query regoréing the coopany policy at Uittenoat
over the netter of providing o boilk of nylen bag dust £iltero is
not cnoversble as vets During oy last vicit to the nine I cas told
thot head-office vare ctill dcliberuting on tho natter, Hovaver,l
111 be at Gittenoon tomorrou with Ingpeotor Hunt snd vill poke
further enquiries, liesccrs Brondhurst and Thonos wers gver at
Tittennom during the week f£dllowing my last inspection and 4t is
poooidble that some deciolon noy have bocn roached = naturelly, ve
¥ill have to gak vhat hac becn dceided for despite our intente
dntarcot in thie mattor it ia moot unlikely that the panogenent
would have the courtecy to advise us voluntatilys

¥ 444 obeerve that the genersl mill atnosphere sppcared

to bo austier thon umual, Without means of chocking thio sspect

1 coudd only attribute the epparent dustiness ¢0 the fact that once
oguin the mill output hao boen taken above the figure of 14,000 ton
{ehort) of ore per tvo weckly periods Thio vas the figure I set
late lagt year and at the time it wos agrecd that the nill dust
collection unit &1d not eppear 40 be cnpoble of reasonchle operatic
once tho throughput cxcceded this totals

T4th typlcal AJBeAs custom the output hao boan increased,
end 1o to be incrcased further, dut no rcforonoe vas nade to ne
decpite the fact that they have never buen given the 0.X. to toke
tho productiorn over ny earlier reotricted figurc, Poscibly the
nanagement hove discusoed the restriction with the Etate liining

Engincer, but X feel sure that I would have becn informed hod this
becn 80e

I v1ll odviee you further vithin a £ou Cayts

DICTRICT ILSPRCIOn OF XIS ,PCRT IETIATD,




