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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WINNEBAGO COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAW DIVISION

PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

RUSSELL BREMER AND
BARBARA BREMER

Plaintiffs,
Case No. 01 L 133

METROPOLITAN LIFE
INSURANCE Co., et al.

Defendants.

SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO. RESPONSES TO INTERROGATORIES

To:  Steven Penn, Stachyra & Penn, 3319 W. Belden, Suite 1, Chicago, Illinois 60647
Defendant, Sears, Roebuck and Co. (hereinafter “Sears™), through its attorneys Segal,

McCambridge, Singer & Mahoney, Ltd., responds to Plaintiffs’ Interrogatories as follows:
PREAMBLE AND GENERAL OBJECTIONS

Sears, Roebuck and Co. does not now mine, mill, manufacture, process or distribute
wholesale and _has never mined, manufactured, processed or distributed wholesale asbestos-
containing prodﬁcts as those terms are commonly used and understood in this litigation. Sears at all
relevant times is and has been a retailer of various customer products and services, and at certain
times and at certain places, may have sold asbestos-containing products manufactured and:or
distn'bute;d by others. As such, Sears ability to answer these interrogatonies is limited by this role.

Further, these interrogatories seek information that is extremely broad and burdensome given the



INTERROGATORIES
1. State whether defendant ever manufactured, mined, sold, installed, or otherwise placed

asbestos or asbestos-containing products or equipment into the stream of commerce, and if'so,

state:
(a) the name of the corporation or entity engaged in such activity;
(b) the specific activity or activities involved,
(¢) the dates each entity was involved;
(d) the relationship between defendant and each entity:
(e) the dates your relationship with each entity ended; and,
(f) if applicable, state the manner by which each such entity was acquired by
you.
ANSWER:

Defendant objects to this Interrogatory as it is overly broad, unduly burdensome, irrelevant
and not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. However, without
waiver, Defendant states as follows: As far as the products at issue in this matter (Joint Cement for
Dry Wall, Ready-Mixed Joint Cement, Patching Plaster and Spackling Paste) and the time period
plaintiffs alleg:sd to have purchased these products (1964 through 1979), Defendant states that it
sold such products at various times between 1964 and 1974, however, based on its investigation
as of this date, has no information that these products contained asbestos. See Defendant’s

Response to Request for Admissions.




(e) -acomplete description of any such equipment supplied to any of the job sites
listed in the definitions above;
(f) adescription of the asbestos or asbestos containing products required for the
equipment, including specifications, brand and trade names.
ANSWER:
Defendant objects to this interroggtory as irrelevant. The allegations against Sears in this

matter do not pertain to equipment.

4. If defendant at any time mined, manufactured, installed and/or sold asbestos or asbestos
containing products then state the following:

(a) the brand names of each such product and the years manufactured and sold,

(b) adescription of the physical and chemical composition of each product including the
type of asbestos contained in each such product and the percentage of each type of
asbestos in each product;

(¢) adescription of the physical appearances of each such product, including its color and
texture;

(d) thc; form and sizes in which the product was sold, e.g. powder, half-rounds, flats, etc;
dimensions;

(e) the type of packages, e.g., bags, boxes, cans, in which the product was sold or

distributed, a physical description thereof, and a description of any printed material,




trademark, insignia, or corporate logo that appeared thereon. Please annex hereto a
photo or copy of each logo so described;
(f) adetailed description of the intended uses of each such product; and.
(g) ifany warnings or instructions concerning the possibility ofinjury or disease were ever
affixed to or distributed with the products, then set forth the following information:
1.  the brand and trade name of each such product that contained a warning or
instruction;
2. the date a warning or instruction was first attached to or distributed with each
such product;
3. the method used to distribute the warning or instruction to persons likely to use
the product,

4, the exact wording of each warning or instruction;

W

please annex hereto copies of each such warning or instruction.

ANSWER:

Defendat_lt objects to this Interrogatory as overly broad, unduly burdensome, irrelevant
and not reasonal;ly calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. However, without
waiver, befendmt states as follows:

(a) See response to No. 1 and Response to Request For Admissions. Defendant does not

: have a list of all merchandise sold through its retail outlets from 1964 through 1979,

however, it has searched its general catalogs for Chicago Fall/Winter and




Spring/Summer for the products at issue in this matter and has found that none of
these products were sold through the catalog after 1974. For the period 1964 through
1974, Defendant attaches the catalog pages, which advertise Joint Cement for Dry
Wall, Ready Mixed Joint Cement, Patching Plaster and Spackling Paste as Exhibit 1.
These catalog products set forth a descn'p;tion of each product and its packaging, as
well as identify which years each product was sold. Defendant has no information
available regarding the composition of these products, other then the catalog
references. Investigation continues.

(b) See response to No. 4(a).

(c) See response to No. 4(a) and Exhibit 1. Defendant is no longer in possession of these
products and therefore is unable to answer more fully at this time. Investigation
continues.

(d) See Exhibit 1.

(e) See Exhibit 1. Investigation continues.

() See Exhibit 1.

(g) Unknown at this time; investigation continues.

5. Hasthe defendant, ever sold, distributed, constructed, installed, repaired, or maintained either
directly or indirectly, any asbestos products or any equipment to or at the work sites listed
in the definitions above?

ANSWER:




11.  Were any studies or tests conducted on the defendant's asbestos containing
products or equipment to determine any potential health hazards involved in their
use? If so:

(a) identify each individual who conducted such studies or tests;
(b) describe the nature. manner. method and result of each study or test
(c) identify and affix to your answer copies of all reports of the results of such
tests or studies.
ANSWER:

Sears objects to this interrogatlory as overly broad, but consistent with the objections and
limitations set out in the Preamble and General Objections, and based on information currently
available and reviewed as of this time, and without waiver, Sears has no information that any
studies or tests were conducted on any of the products at issue (Joint Cement for Drywall,
Patching Plaster, and Ready Mixed Joint Cement and Spackling Paste) identified by plaintiffs in

the First Amended Complaint and discovery responses. Sears is continuing its investigation.

12, Has defendant ever visited the plaintiffs work sites listed above for the purpose of
pr;)moting, selling, or discussing the use of your asbestos-containing products or
equipment or for inspecting or reviewing their use? If so:

(a) state the name, address, and title of each individual who made such a visit;
:(b) the date of each visit; |

(c) state the name of the person he or she saw or spoke to on each occasion;

11
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COUNTY OF COOK

Kenneth L. Vermilion, being duly sworn, states that he
is an Assistant Secretary and an authorized agent £for the
purpose of executiﬁé this document on behalf of Sears, Roebuck
and Co.; that while he does not have personal knowledge of all
of the facts recited in the foregoing document, the statements
and information made herein have been collected and made
available to him by counsel and employees of Sears, Roebuck and
Co.; that the information contained herein is true and correct
to the best of his knowledge and belief and the document is,

therefore, verified on behalf of Sears, Roebuck and Co.

iy

eth L. Vermilion

SUBSCRIBED WORN TO Before me by the said Kenneth
L. Vermilion on this day of  208)(, to
certify which witness my hand and se of office.

A Ul

otary Public in and for
the state of Illinois
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1378 b chemicad ceaction abwat 10 ¢ Ir, with 35 Inch thick bay et 30 HSPHOT =51y bees, Nigog. wi, Glbw. Max 79¢
!e rxbhke amsditency - 30 H 59265 §-Mv. juchate. Shix. we, P B b5 ... PR 3120 30 H SPOAC—15- 1 bin. Shig w1 16 Wr. Mo 31,68

. Trersenvbonty o o puccagr, b . . Sorrd
e e et IO H SY267 10 1k, puccagr. Nhyg Wt (4 Wi, 6 o6 Prg. 2.19 13 Safte Slt 28 W“Y- Aasdens fiLe wored, .
et wwmite prassuce, W tike wourd, Cam b painted ot varsishod, beddt rails
terprool. -\wlr o damp 1() Msreary Stop-Lech. Sty wp sodilly in jor 15 oudnutes, of wcrews, Can e usot, dritlal, wodal wwth,
of dry witfsces, evemdeaks where water Is tunuiog thevagh, Woa't shrink or 30 H 39082 ~ I (int. Shipring weight 12 we ... 370

Fof it where greal awasy from mamngy , . bekls tight unier comant vibration (its 30 K 30083 —Piat, Shisg. Wi 1 B, $0s8 oves ...9%C
Siresa lg present . . (oakacte commoaly wsnd In washiaz machine insHations). Cre on cracted

) dets. o maeacry of ta set holla or buoks in missary dooc or walls, S’ccﬂln Patie for ploctes, weed ond welivesd.
3:‘!701‘“:‘;1‘::"! }z ux% 30 M SB205 3 0. package. Shigging weight S e, .. Phg 3¢ ‘4 Reidy -!ul and self<peinieg, Coes on Jike buttce,
thick, ewets about 1651t . deies white and hard, like ploster. Fatily sandeil Fiii

ks N
20 K 59284 ~Qun. n ek Eler, £ Large txxcs inc uapnintes] concrele v cimler srscks anul amonths o eu " aligausing

We §lbe Boc......$2.79 ;l&‘lk&ldvmuuu;kmmd:muuml;‘".Lw 30 H 5933 ~(uart cyn Shig. v, k1. . .Can S8¢
naide oF Gut, alove or " L7 Pavder facen, mit with water Porder Spmchit Six wit
30 1 59285C ~Gatlan 33 v 0o TS0 41, . om Chvit Gk, 39 i €. am comcrete e e B pa o weer with - duree
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Self-stick Vinyl Panels
look like real brick

i 280 wua
I ust pecl off paper backmg and apply
an, ﬁrpa sxnoo surface. Cut
n:f no special
. tools reqmred to )nstall 3-dimensional
panels of durable, semi-rigid viny! are
washable, grease and stain resistant.
Non-flammable, Flexible enough to
bend around corners, Pop out short
bricks at end to interlock pancls so
you maintain even spacing between
bricks for real nu.sonry look. Each
panel 12x24 in, Carton of 6, panels.
Shpe. wt. 1 1b. 12 oz... Carton $3.29

Mosaic-look Self-
adhesive Vinyl Panels

2z 380
Glistening, durable vinyl panels have
the look and feel of the real thing . . vet
cost much, much less. They're washablc
Etx.in-resxsmnt and waterproof. Non~

am

‘To ap) just remove paper bnckmg
and pxessp]ganels over clean, firm, smoot!
surface. For problem walls, first apply
coat of shellac or lacquer. Cut to fit if
necessary or bend to fit around corners.
Won't shrink or stretch.

Carton of eight 12x12-inch panels.
g% sections shown.) Instryctions.

hipping weight 1 1b,...Carton $2.98

Color | Catalog Ne.
Red {1] Antique lfi&so 5 95566 Color |  Cat. No.
Wit 100 1130 B 95568 wite, gold<air o0 5 95614
{2) Holland Beick ° o St lver BXRY s v orrsrsoennn 30 B 95600
white,...overiiennnen 30 B 95561
.................. 30 B.95562 )Squom
T3] Tennesses Stons %Vhlte. gold-color fleck. . gg g g ggg
gD rrreaearenins 139 8 95584 thmm'x;é,-g-e -------- 130 B 99608
White, . .coviinanienn 30 B 95563 Petal pink . . . -.3089 617
Capri blue .130 B 95610
NOTE; See the latest wall covering (6’ Vdﬂigo'.d Squarcx
Books at your nearest IS P .
log Sales Office ‘White, goid-cotor fleck. ... gg g g

I.ast L
9-6:12—&. wt.3 lhc. 9 oz. {7
3-9x12-{t. Wt. SIbe, 902,.10.8

¥

13 !
30813153— ln. fk
Roli 53 1 In E30ft. W

v . .8!0: ‘2-97

4 {ﬁ— 0-&. WL.IZ %21

_E‘.
"Boll-d" Hmud OII. S

30 b.;sxso—zxn.xasu t. WE. 1 Ib, &gz,
Rall- -3  for $6, 8%,!BO'B

Mirbﬂ_ mg.,v,
—Wt. 1 ib, ;lg&)(m 9 g

LT - 93
astic P lLStedﬁmdle.
23:WL

sment for ywall”
g v Slbs.does?Sﬁnur
‘bsssms—s-lb.snwwwlb.. )

308 '24150—Gﬂlon. Wwt. 9 ibe. &

S“!ar 41308 57~:§'(10)Gru

~Darkyed, |30 8'9:

wmm::, 303 95958F m,ﬁ
(8] kih finen__ fjAntique white}

dlver.. :

{11} Traverti

in drilled 1-in.
md and S in, below ceili

and irregular

Q\u.rt
< 30'B'62534—Quart. §
3 30 B 62535C—Gallon,

pe on, then re
308B 62804—qurt.

m!num Vonh mth screen louvers.

" “scrapers. 110-120-volt, 60- vdle
30 B44790—-Shpg wt. 3 bs. 4 oz... .$12.50

Bathroom Caulk

hole between every
line. Box of 10.

'?:0_ B 44_»770—Sbappms\wexght 2 oz Box $1.69

Paint and Gloss Removers
Y- Electric Point Peeler. Fast way for flat

extra contour

28 Paint and Vamish Liquid anovtr. ‘Noo- -
_flammable.

up sq, ft
wt.31bs. ..$1.19
wt.lllhs. 3.98

liquld Sond-ban. Removeswu, cuts gloss,
29 t. Wt. 2 1bs. 6 oz

75¢: 2 for $1.40

30 Dow-Corning Silicone Rubber Bathroom
Caulk. White, Stays flexible. Seals,

[ —"

2
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L NRYR .
f uu—?—%‘m""’“
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Drop Cloths

2%a -mil Plastic, A must for homeowners . . &, vpiws g weemenm

plant frost cover, many other uses, Suong, for repeated usage.
30 K 44500—6x9 feet. Shpg. wt, 11 or..,.....Each §1.29; 3 for !3.45

30 K 44501.—~9x12 feet. Wt, L b, 6 oz..... Eac 2.09, 3 for 5.54

8.0z, Cotton Drill, Tear sttmt, washable, extra strong. ‘
30 K 44532—6x12 feet. Shipping wexxht 3lbs. £0%......,.8819
30 K 44533-—-9x12 feet. Shlpplnz weight 4 1bs, 8 0200000000y .. . 1189

Masking Tape

Each : 8
4777 | s126

; Color latex
w K 57005C

Light Jemon....c.covue. K 57035C
‘AArnreblu€. soLineiian, K 57285C

0

20

0
IVzK-IInsclhsgy 30-f<;of toll.‘ Each 4701 3 for $1.26 ool ..ynpe hvmder I8.-726, . . g &gg%gg

—Ship wt, bienssssanenss c; 3 for §1. 46

o ping wh. 4 o ach &4 e e ioniee)-s67| 30 K 570636
1-inch by 0-foot roll. : ’ + Tndlan orange 16605 .| 30 K 5TZ75C
30 K 13154—Shipping weight 5 ounces........Each 77¢; 3 for 2.16 thppmz weight 15 ponnds. i~ Avocado xmohe lc.-916.. 130 X 57335¢
1.inch by 180-foot roll, -umémsa. Antigue white. ... ;....] 30 K 574450
30K 13152—-Sblppinx weight 12 cunces. . ...Each §1.19; 3 for 3.24 B “miore gallons..........Each 3.&9
2.Inch' by 180.foot ol
30 K 13150—Shpg. wt, 1 1b. 4 0z...... vev.. Ench 2.55; 3for 6.87

Heavy Duty Paint Remover

Quickly removes all paint, varnish, enamel,
facquer, sheiiac and many synthetm Noa-
fammable. Non-staining. Penetrates deeply
to soften paint fast, Quart does up to 50 sq.
ft. Rmove quickly by rinsing or by scxapmg

K 62534—Quart. Shpg. wt. 3 1bs.. . ... $1.49
30 K 62535C-—Gallon. Shpg. wt. 11 lb& . 498
AEloctric Paint Remover, Details on pagel229.
30 K 44791-~Shpg. wt. 2 Ibs, 8 0z...... +$12.50

ight Jemon 355
Add Paint Stripes W&,m
: Give your car, trailer, water skis or mdbéu ""1"."1":"::"

whatever, some real excitement with . pe lavender 14,726 .
this paint striper. Kit will do 8 dif- q nwhxce..........
ferent types, sizes of st.npu Includes bkquelk.

6 stn g wheels, 4 spacers, extra
b%ttle. Use vnth almost any Order FREE ColorCard oK 1212

. ied paint, enamel, lacquer
‘ or glue

Iy diffuses light 10, Kide surface defects..
oo in an even coat or texture I tly

ssnrte

30 K 44780—Shpg, Wt 4 o... mzsa.zs

1 Big Book was $3.19, Powder Toxtwo Paint, 25\: 2
“boxes do a 10x12-ft. room. Capable of heavy texturing.

N box does up to 225 =q, ft. Off-white color,
901(59503&%111»““{(&‘2 7 pounds............ Box $2,98
Texturing Brush

4-inch textu:ing brush for &pplxc;-
tion of all sand, texture paints,
Plastic bristles. Wood handle,

30 K 12608—Shpg. wt. 8 oz..... $1.37

Drywall
Accessories

14 Ready-mixed
Joint Cement
for filling, tapping
drywall joints.
Does up to- 50
lmcar feet. Gallon.

% wt, 13 Ibs.
30 K 56125C. .$2.39

Bathtub Caulk

12 White Llatex. For

tub and tile, Dries

zoddy Can paint over.
. tube. Wt, S oz,

30 K 38071—Tube...6%¢

1 Dow-Coming Sili-
cone. Seals. water-
proofs. Stays white and
eléstic: won’t peel. 3-oz.
tube. Shpg wt. § oz,

30 X 38110—Tube..$1.87

5 Porforated
Tope for use
with joint cement.
2 in. x 250-ft. roll,
Wt. 1 1b. 8 oz.
30 K13192..... §7¢

Applicator.
16 Platcd stecl.

30 RS 1% ax[Sears]1237

Weather Strip
Caulk Cord

Press into place 90-foot
roll. Gray color.

Shpg. wt. 1 1b. § 0z.
30 X 38157—Roll...$1.19

;—



