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IR THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FPOR THE DISTRICT OF DELEVARE

ROBERT P. O'INEEL,
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EUXLEY DEVLLOPFEXNT CORPORLTION,
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T. &nn Wilkes, & Notary Public anc Stenographic Reporter,
on June 19, 1985 at 10:00 a.m., &t the Chamber of Commerce

Building, Wilmington, Delawzre.
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REBEON - CRUMPLAR
your reservation.

BY MR, CRUMPLAR:
Q. Fine.
¥Mr. Rabon, could you give me your home and
business address?

. My business address is 4455 Forth Siwth Sireet,
in Philadelphie. !y home address is 87 Xenczll Touvlevard
in Qaklyn, New Jersey.

Q. Do vow have anv present intertions cor plans

to retire from Charles Wagner anvtime scon?

cwn corclusion. 3wt I have no svecific plans.

0. It's not like veou've anncunced that veuv'lre

}_l
(9]
o
]
o]
«Q
ny
lm)
ct
)

ené of this year?

A No, Definitely not. I like what I'm doing.

0 Good. Can vou tell me what ycur cresent
positicn is with the Charles Wagner Company?

A I'm president,

0. ind how long have you been president?

A 2bout 20 vears.

0. So, about 1965 or so?

)% Yes,
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1 RABON - CRUMPLER
2 0 When were you first associated with the
3 Charles Wagner Corporation?
4 A 1923,
5 ) Charles Wagner is a corporation, is it not?
6 k. Yes. 1In Penngylvania.
7 0. It was incorporated in Pennsvlvenia?
8 2, Yes,
8 0. Yew, I notice on ¥ogrer Exhibit 2, thev have,
10 I cuess, the Charles tagner seal, and it czyvs, esteblished 1n
11 1310. That was the founding oI the corporation?
19 A 'y, Charles E. Wagner established it in 1810
13 2s a proprietorshin and he incerporated in 1620, EZnd I rave
14 retained the name for zll the years,
13 0. In 1929, vhen vcu sterted with Charles V“acgrer,
16 what was your position at that time?
17 k. Office boy. I remember the salary tco.
18 o} That's all right. ¥e don't need to go intc
19 that,
20 If we could go throuch chronologically your
21 positions at the Wagner Company?
22 A Chronologically, for a few years I was c¢oing
23 general office work. Recordkeeping, the usual thing. 2nd
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RLEBON - CRUMPLAR
and halfway to Baltirore. Generally speaking. There are sore
exceptions.
0. Southeastern Pennsylvania, southern Jercey,

Delaware, and maybe a portion of !iaryland?

L. Possibly. 2gain depending uvon product lines.,
) tnd that general merket area hes been true

)

since the becginning of Charles Wagner?
E Cecrrect. We've neverhbad anv kranches or

anvthing.
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cifiicer? I hecame a vice presicdent, but I herestly don't
knew the cdate. I couvldn't tell you the date., Rkt =ome point

cduring that time.

Q Sonmetime in the 1930's?

L. LNo. Later than that.

0. In 1958, what was your position with the
company?

A Vice presgident.

0. Just vice president period, or vice bresicdent

in charge of --
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They are loosely described as non-metalilic

minerals., To distinguish them from the metallics. Ard “‘ew

are mostly

host of them as listed on the brochure there.

clay, talc.

We sell pumice stone., Ve sell a vhole

.But generallv

speaking, the major part of our line are products which are

the ground, benef

(=

ciated 1in some manner, put in

packages, and sold.

Q. You gaicd dug ocul of the ground znd hentiicizied
in some rarnner. You'll Nove to~ oewnlann o wihat ol rzan by othal

b hell, vou get It cut es crade, yvou have to

mesh sizes, depencino cn
0 Fcrehon,
sent to you, andéd then vo

0.

Yes,

When was

u sell it or distribute 1t to the

the firgs time thet Charles Wagner

sold, distributed, handled, an asbestos containing materieal

to anyone?

a

I think

you have to distinguish between asbestog

containing materials and --

0. Cr raw &sbhestos.
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)
9 A. Natural crude asbestos, ves. 2Zgain, I don't ;
<
3 have the details, but I can infer that it was approximatelv i
!
4 the mid 'S50's. ;
;
5 0. It's wvour belief prior to the mid '50's, .
) i !
- ae o a :
6 Wagner had never hznéled asbestog? :
i
7 L That's true. We never did. )
8 0. When wvas the last tire cthit —ovw g2ld, Jaigor_futed
9 hancdled, asbestos cr an ashbestos ccnteining raterisl? :
10 M Ls zccuravely as I can pingoint it, 1t tas ;
11 '71, '72. The reason I'm not sure about the last date :s
12 because when you disceontinue handlirg a product lire, vou
13 sell off your inventorv chbviouslv, Zot the last purchase, ’
14 I think, was prchably around '71, '72, whatever the invoices f
15 say.
16 0 e can go to the cards. I'm just trvinc e
17 get a general ball park number.
18 MG, YOUNG: Can I interrupt you just a secong,
18 Tom?
20 MR. CRUMPLAR: Sure.
21 ¥S. YOUNG: Since it's your deposition, you
22 can do what you want, but a minute ago, I think
23 the two of you agreed that we must differentiate
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RABON - CRUMPLER
between asbestos containing materizl and ashestos,
and nobody digd.
l'R. CRUMPLAR: I'm going to Go that right not.
BY MR. CRUMPLZR:
0 Can you describe the asbestcs that Charles

ltagner handled? 2nd if there was rore than one type, describe

that.

P Well, mineralogicallv, I don't think vou zre
concernel about thar, because I'n nci Frewleizezkle on that
Ve only hznidled zsiectos, first cf =211, Zfronm rstestces Corpora-

tion Limited, Thetford Mines, Quebec, Cenace.

o) It's yvour testimonv that was the sole sustl:er

T
=3

hat's richt. So, the only asbestos wve ever
handled is cererally svoken of as askestos fiber. That's

usvally the trade cesignaticn, gsbestos fiber. NWot neccesarilyv

raw or crude, but asbestos fiber. And that was treated in

the same manner that I mentioned previously. They took it cut
of huge mines, and they go through certain procedures. In
the case of asbestos, they tried to preserve the long fibers

because they were more valuable than the short fibers. 2nd

most distributers, including curselves, only get to sell the
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shorts, which are the lower end of the scale. They are the

cheapest and almost the bottom of the pile. So, we only

n
O
ot
(o]

to my recollection four different grades, and they are cde

€3]
—
e
jul

by numbers in the literature.
0. Ané those were four diffecrant credes of the

ashestos shorts?

A That's right.

o =nd I take it that -e¢ t{heoeashestcs trat oos
mined, ang scomenhow preoceseel?

2 Richt.

0. And then that care toe you In bags?

L Right

Q Vag it ecnly In bagce as Tar z2s vel can recall?

A Yes. Only in bacs.

o) In those bags, was there anvihing other than
ashestos? I used the term azsbestos ceonraining, buat ve are

simply talking about asbestos.
L, It was pure, if you want to call it that,
natural asbestos fiber.

Q. You did not carry, what I'll call ashestos

containing products, either insulation material that had

ashestos and something else, or any other sort of matter?

o]

i
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such as ycurself could only carry the asbestos shorts, the

bottom end of the market.

& case thet
for nysell.

ececoss to,

fibers, which were used for different vurposes znd, of course,

spinning fibers, kecavee of a highly gspecialized business I

supzose. And what was availeble was sold cirectly by the
producers Se, in other words, it was a cese of here it is,

0

to sell, zs

the loncer
Q

other than

-~

?"
LAl

or vere cgiven the croortunity cf se

RABON - CRUMPLAR

No. ¥We didn't carry anything else relating

You stated just a moment ago that distributors

Could you explain that?

Well, it wasn't a matter of onlw -- it s:zc
thev vere only rade aveilable, I can cnly cspesa!
Ls far as ve were concerned, we Gicn't have

bt

1lin

the lcnrer

(1

£

The producers only needed veopnle such &s vou

far zs vou xnew, the azcbestcs shorts?

as far as I know, since we did not sell --

The longer fibers?

The opportunity was not afforded us of selling
fibers.,

Did you ever attempt to try to sell anything

the asbestos shorts? Did you ever have any
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2 A Yes.
3 0 How long have they been vour insurance agent?
4 A Well, probably at lezst 40 vears or so.
5 Mr. Wagner was still alive.
) Q Pardon?
7 A ¥Mr. Wegner ves still alive,
5 v Do veu recall the Zirst tire tha® Charles
g Vacner Ccrporaticn teoX out rroduct 2iskility insurarce?
10 L Mo.
11 Q Do you recall any cdiscussions as to vhy vcu
19 sheculd take that cur?
i3 F o discucsions. Lo, But, of courese, I telcng
14 to two or three trzce associations, three cor Zcur trade
15 gssociaticns, end unless vou are dezaf, cdumb and blind, vou
16 have discussions or heer things when vou go to meetings. So,
17 obviocusly, it became clear that a good business manager cshoald
18 be avare of these things and take steps to protect themselves.
19 0. You mentioned trade associations. Vhat trede
20 asscciations has Charles Wagner belonged to or participated in?
21 E. The National Paint and Coatings Association.
22 We still are. I have a 50 year pin to prove it.
23 0. That's your 50 years or Charles Wagner's

VNN

v,
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50 years?
A My perscnzl 50 years. The NiCD. The Katicnel

Association of Chemical Distributors.

0 ANYONe else?
A Well, we belcng to 3 Philedelphia Rubber

Group. I can't recall offhand, but I sec the kills for ihe

dues.

¢ Do wvcu ¢et ono rigaczines IrevT any of the treacds
assocrations?

A Ko. ¥e cet balleting, bat nct rzcazincs

0. tnd these associatlions have regular reetings
or annval reciings?

A Zn annezl meeting. tlational annval meetincs.,

0 Is it vour cenerzl custom to ettend the
annual meetings?

A Yes.

Q. At any of the meetings at any of the <trace

associations, do you ever at anv time recall the subject of
asbestos, either the use of asbestos, the hazards of askectes,
just the word asbestos, being mentioned at any of the trade

associations?

A, 0f course it was menticned. But T can't tell

J
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you about a specific meeting. I can't tell vou in what
connection. But, as I said before, I'm a business manacger and
you must hear these things,
0 My guestion, sir, is, do you have any recol-
lection as to the first time, or anytime that it was menticned,

and in what context that it was mentioned? We are talking

P I really can't. These thincgs just accumulate.
End I honestly can't tell vou,
0 You cdon't have any specific recollection of

2t some meeting, &nd I'm not interested whether it was in 1941

b

or 1979, but at anv varticular meeitlng where there was a
H o Pa =

t+h
N
(92}
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ct
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3
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h
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discussion about, let's sayv, the use o

and coatings, or the use of ashestcs in wmaterials, or a Cis-

b

.

cussion about how the asbestos industry was doinc, or a dis-
cugsion about the hazards of ashestos, or a discussion of
asbestos lawsuits? Or anvthing else dealing with asbestos.

A Well, the lawsuits came recently. But, I cen
only answer as I have in a general way. Obviously, 1'm
reasonably alert, and I do attend meetings. I do talk to
people, and I Go hear things. 2nd I am being as frank as I

can, I just cannot pinpoint any particular thing and tire.

A-58
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2 0 I appreciate that, and realize it. ind 211
3 I am asking for is what your best recollection is.
4 A s to when, I.really have no idea. ©Fbecause
5 there are other thinogs in the rmarketplace getting attention
6 besides asbestos.
7 0. I'm certainly aware cf that. In all cf rv
8 guestions, I'd ask you to thin% about it and cive mc vour
9 best belief.
10 P That's what I'n trying to do
11 0 Tut I rezlize vwe are talling about & lonc
12 pericd of time &nd I can certainly urnderstancd that.
13 N Trat'ls richt,
14 Q Y ho are you major comnpetiters in the Delawvzare
13 Valley erea who do similar %hings as Charles Wagner, thet
16 you commete with?
17 k. I Gon't mind answering that guestion, but 1
18 think 1 would be doing a disservice -- is that appropriate?
19 1“S. YOUNG: There's a limit to how far they
20 can go. But, ves, I think you ought to try to give
2 him the names.
22 mHE WITNESS: Well, I'll try to name a Iew.
23 Van Horn Metz & Company, Conshchockin. Peltrz, Powlev.
A-59
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EY MR. CRUMPLAR:
Q Where are they located?
A. In Philadelphia. E.W, Xeuffman Comnenv, ard

they were in Flower Town, they are in suburban Philadelphia.

There are a number of others, but I will hzve to yefresh rv

1

memcry.

0. Yew, vith eny oif thessc three, cor any cther ones,
G2 you knor 1f thav ever sold ashestog ¢horts, or any scr¥o oI
ashestce grecuctee?

S, YOURCG: To the best of your kneiwledce.

MR. CRUMPLAR: 7That's rv only cuestion.

THR VITHNEES: To the kzght of v oMnouvledce, ves.,
EY ¥R, CRUNPLEPR:
—_-r - 2 24 N - Nt - \
0 S0 I hazve an understancing in terms oI o

the narkerc , would they be selllng esszestos prcéucts

-
o
0
in
]
ct
o

'

[

from cther rmines?
1 Yes. Other mines.
Q. But vou were the only one selling for Zskbzstos

Corporation Limited?

n That's right. W%e were more cr less an exclusive
0. Do you know what mines they were selling for?
L. Mot from my vperscnal knowledge, only from
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RERBON - CRUMPLAR

they handled asbestos.

asbestos?

el

o

ind for E.YW. XKzuffmnan,

I'm not certain about them either.

That's richt.

Okay, fine.

Ch well, this will he an espproximate cale

Tt would have probably been in the '80's. I will have to

. W e~ 4
cuvess, We start

It was either late '50's or around '60., That's mv best cuess.

ship?

Whether they hanéled it, and, if so, vhose

.

ed husiness with them screvhere in the '50°

Shortly after you started the business re

Yes. That's the usual procedure.
and where did you go on your visit?

Thetford Mines.

g

PR
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2 0. Can vou describe what vou did, what vou saw,
3 who you spoke with, to the best of your recollection?
4 A I can't tell you vho, but I can tell vou that
5 it's the usual thing. 7They have all their agents from all
6 over the country who are invited up, and thev take vyou arcurd
7 and say, "This is the mine, this is vhere we do this." Zird
& the whole thing becomes z blur, and it's a generel visit to
9 orient you wiih crcduct lines that vou expect to be able to
10 sell. 3ut, so far as people, 1 can't tell vou.
11 0 znd basically vou had a feel for the people
12 you would be dealirng with, the size of the operation, and
13 what thev dic?
14 2 might.,
15 0, Other than that cne visit, &nd are ve talking
16 about a dav, several dayvs, a week?
17 L. ¥v recollection is it was &two or three cavs.
18 That's the normal thing,
13 0 Did enyone else from Charles Wagner ever
20 visit an Eshestos Corporation Limited mine?
21 A Only at the same time.
22 0 Vho else went with vou?
23 L. One person who is retired, "ard Stachhouse.
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Stackhouse.

0.

Charles Waogner?

k.
son, Weyne, wen
just the three
0
The will where

ope
expansion, and
to ansvwer your
within reason.
0.
and if you
seeing any

2

L.BON ~
What was his name?

= 2 F.
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Ke wes vice president at that tire.

t wizh uvs et

n vit mine, which means that it's just 2

vou ¢o up on the hill

cuestion, ves. Th

(¢

Do you recall in vour visit to Thetford
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name was Warg.
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v recollection g,

vou lcok down. T

veu the cperecien

WA

don't recall, I can certainly understand, ever

of the workers wear any sort of masks or respiratoer

I can't say, but I'm certain that any pleant

I've ever visited, they handle a lot of powder materials,

Maines,

S
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1
9 these mined products I spoke about, and they always have
3 respirators. 2Any dust, regardless, whatever it is.
4 0. So, it's yvour belief that there were?
5 A Yes. Sure.
6 0. "as there anyone in particular, cr type of
. persorn, positicn, that you dealt with with hehestos Corpeoratiorn
£ in the course c¢f the relationcghip? z
¢ L. I've Zeen thinking about it. I ornly heve
10 tie names., The one was the czles manacey vwho harcled cur
11 erea., Eis narz was Paul Lellerc.
12 0 ~nd he wzsg the seles manaoger?
13 & Ye was the szles manzger and he was regpconcible
1 fcr cracking the vhisz on vs and other service zgents. [no
15 the cther was a man by the name of Steele, I don't even hnow
16 his first nzme. I think he vas more of an office person,
17 wvhere if you hacd eny problems you would ceall him up.
18 They are the only names that I can recall. I don't have
19 correspondence,
9 Q. Wwith them?
21 L. I don't have anv corresvondence as far as
99 getting names of people is concerned.
93 Q. When you needed some eshestos, would it
A-B4
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REBON ~ CRUMPLALR
A I havent the remotest idea.
o) Did vou ever learn what use duPont was going

to be making of this zsbestos fiber '?
A. No. I inferred it after I got your papers
here. You referred to a sweeping comvound. So, I'm intellai-

gent encugh to put the two together. &and I assume that'

0

what it was. PBut I didn't know what it was used for.
") Y cuesticon ig, while vou were selling the

mcoteriel, vhich weas sometime into the early '70's, déid wveu

ever hnow now CuPont was goinz to use that material

L, no.

0 You just knew thet they wanted it &t their
Secaford rlant for one reason or enother?

L Yes,

0. wow, you sold zshestos fibers to other

companies, and as I understand the only cormpanv on the ::st
that I have given you is duPont. Do you know how any of
those companies, I'm not interested in the ovarticular nares,
made use of the ashestcs material?

A Generally speaking, roof coatings was one.

of the major uses. &nd various types of flooring compounds.

Q. So, the other customers of the asbestos {ibers;

A-85
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RABON - CRUNPLAR
as far as you knew, were for roof coatings and flooring com-
pounds?
A, znd some miscellaneous uses 1'm sure,
Q Do you know what any of those miscellanecus
uses were?
k. ell, allied Caulling Compounds, anvolace

shere the fiber struciure wzuld eid the end product.

0 €5 thev yiere coing to be using, &8 &y s vou
knew, the asbestce Zikcrs in rrcoliucing & product?

E Yes

Q. They were coincg to incerporate it inte &

particular procucc?

Yes,

e

0. Did vou ever assume CuPont was veing tne
aspestos fibers for one cf their products, or is this just
something vou never gave any thoucht to?

R, vsk me the gquestion again.

) I'11 rephrase it.

Do you ever recall thinking what use duPont
was likely to put to this product? Was it your assunmption
that they were using it in their manufacturing process, in-

corporating it in one of their materials? Or, as far zs you
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r¥e

can recall, that's just something you don't remember thinkinc
about one way or another?

A ¥o, I didn't think about it one way or ancther,
This usace is guite small. Mot something that I would be

dwelling on. I just éon't know. Lnd, of course, duPont :s

th

not the kircd of ccrpany that take vou into thelr confidence

in terms of vhat they are doing.

0 v rerms of what theyr are cCoing., Tirne.
Towzould zsk you to ialle & revent ang loch e-
Fzpen 3. Just ¢o zhead eand Ilip throuch it.
E What em I looking for?
Q Feellv the velurme. That's what mv cucsticn
is coirg to ke. Ciren thoge sales to cuFont Seaford, coroc s

percentage the ashbestos sales tc duPont represented of veur
ashbestos ezles perioc? LEre we talking azbout cuPont asbestos,
of the asbestos fibers that you handled, being 10 percent,
20 percent, 40 percent? Just to have some kind of rough
comparison to the other customers of your asbestos.

A It's cguite smell. But I think I might nislead
you if I try to put a number on it, without knowing some

other numbers to compare it to.
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9 0. Well, when you say it's oguite small, are you
3 referring to, it's guite small compared to vour overall
4 business?
5 A Yes. That's what I'm speaking sbout,
& ) Let me ask it a different way. The first time
7 vwe see handling zshestos for duPont s 1955. When was the
Iy first time you recall handling ashestos period? &nd I rav
o have asked you this before.
10 L. In the rmic '50's wo the best cf ov “rowieige.
11 But I hornestly den't kunow the daxe
12 Q Do you think there was some ccempanv that vou
15 geld to prior to GuPcnt?
12 S Cn that list?
15 0. No, rot on that list. Period. duPonit vasn't
16 the first company vou sold ashestos to?
17 B Oh, no. That woulc be my recollecticn, they
18 were not.
19 Q What percentage did the asbestos end of vour
20 business, curing the periocd of time you were carrying askestos,
21 the mid '50's to early '70's, what percentage did it represent
292 of the overall product line. &nd if it varied signficantly,
25 you can tell me.
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2 L. I don't think it varied significantly, znd |
3 it was small, again even in the overall picture. I would {
4 have to say that it was probably less then five percent. !
5 o) End you really coulédn't say of .that five
6 percent what percentage duPont represented?
7 & o, these are numberg that you could realiv
I
& come beck end haunt re with them. I'm really just cuessing. ;
g 0. veur best recollecticn is that the ashecios |
10 wes small, anc yvou are nicking the five percert -- ;
1
1 I3 The total szle o asbestcs was srall, end I'rm
12 picking a number c¢f less than five percent. That can c¢o down
13 £o one percent. The fact thait it was gmzll end apgerently
12 Giédn't crov, indicztes why we con't have asbhestos envrere.
15 0 Thzt you drepped it simply because it wesn'i
16 2 major component of your business?
17 et It wasn't even cerrying its own weicht. 1In
18 other words, in any distribution operation, you evaluate the
18 products and how much warehouse space they take up znd zll
20 this stuff. 2and if a thing is not paving for itself, vou
21 don’'t handle it;
29 0. znd the decision to drop it in the early-
23 '70's was an economic decision? It simply wasn't a prefitzible
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1 REBON -~ CRUMPLER
5 line of your business?
3 E. That's right. As compared to some others,
4 Yes.
5 0 I'd like you to take a look at Exhibit A to
g the deposition notice which has been marked as Rzbon 1. 1Irg
7 if you will just tezke a moment and ¢o throuch that licst, erd
8 1f there are any companies that vou've hearé of and azssccizte
& in any way vith zsbkzetes. I'm nou teiling abouit --
10 TED WITHESS: Johns Manville?
i1 | IR, CRUNPLAR:  Let's sey, for instence, ve
12 have Ceneral Motors Corperation. I'm sure you've
13 hezrd of that, but oy cuesticn is vheither o
12 zssociate cny oI those ceompanies vwith achesios. T'c
15 like you tc just take & pen and just check thoce.
16 MS, YOURG: Wait a minute. I'm not sure
17 whet vou are asking the witness to do,
18 MR. CRUMPLEZR: I'm simply asking him %o co
18 through, and this is just simply a time-saver rather
20 than going cown each one, if any of these companies }
21 on this list, I'm not asking in terms of sales to
22 them, because it is my understanding that he looked
23 &t it and has given the information in terms of =ales,

A-70
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2 A, No. 2tlas Asbestos, no connection, I think
3 they were local zt one time. Eell Asbestos Mines is & riner,
4 I've never had any busiress with them.
5 Q. The Ltlas zchestos that you say you think
6 they were local, tell me everything that you know about thzt
7 asbestos?
8 A I1've just heard the nacte. Lnd my recollecticn
3 was it was sonmeviere in Philacelphia. !
e 0 Thet it was & local cormpany?
1 i Ticht., EZul I coan't Bnov envihing eboun then.
2 Bendix, I essume cthey make brake linings. Ahnd if they rake
13 brake linince, they have to use zsbestos, but 1 don't know
14 that perscnally. EFird ancd Sons, they rzle flecring, the
15 sane comrents annly to them as with Zrmestrong. I've rnever
16 done any business with them. Blomely, I don't know. Bricgs,
17 I don't knocw. Cape Lsbestos, there's another -- that's
18 South Efrica. I know that they are miners, but I've never
19 had any dealings with them. Canadian Johns Menville, everybody
0 knows them. Carey, the same thing. KXo business dealincs.
21 0. Did you have any business dealings with
2 Johns Manville at any time, or any discussions?
23

A l'ct on ashestos.
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2 - . .
0 What was the nature of your dezlings with
3 .
Johns Manville? On what subject?
4 C - . . L :
R, s a supplier of materials in other lines.
5 .
0. llon asbestos lines?
6 —° + 1 4 3 !
E, That's right. lion asbestos lines.
7 o : y 3 4
Carlisle I don't know. Catalytic I den't know. Celoter,
8 1 = i 3 1 ~ « = -
they could make -- I cdon't think theyv even male flocrinco.
g - - . . -
I den't know anyihing ekcut then. Cenural Sclentilic, o,
19 o - = [T Yean T~ t 1
C.F. Brazun, I con't kncw. Chryvsler, I con't know.
11 N e -
Corbustion Encineering, no. Ccneolidzied
9 . . . . t s
12 Rzil, no. Cork Insulation, Yo, either one. County Insuvlation,
n
13 rz. Deslaware Insulaticn, ro. Delwmzrvae Powver, Drave, Crcwn
L4 Corl. & &eal, no
10 0. Let me just asi vou cne guestion, on Carew
1 s i3 ~ K3 >
16 or Carey Cenadien Mines, I cather frem your eerlier testireny
b you are Zemiliar with them as a mining cempany. In fact,
18 you mentioned Peltz, I guess, being one of their distributers?
19 .
B Right.
20 o) Other than that knowledge, do vou have any
21 A ?
knowledge about Careys:
22
2. No,
2 ‘o
23 0. any knowledge about the company, Philipo Carey
A-72
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1 RABON - CRUMPLAR
2 Yanufacturing Company?
3 A Other than they are in Plvmeuth lMeetinag, no.
i
4 0 Let's go on to the next pace. E
5 L. Drayco, no. Lagle Picher, I've cone bucinecss
6 with them, but not asbestos.
0 o) What is the nature of the business you have
& done with Tacle Picher? ?
8 . I'e supplied ~- we didn't svrprly, we gold —roir
10 Ciatomaceous earth rcreducts, wvhich were mined in Califcrrie crv
11 sorieplece cuvt there, End they were suhscozuentlv bought b |
12 screRody else, Cr the nine vizes bought by sorehody elcse.
13 0 tn Tacle Picher =mine cut Iin Celifornie + Igh
i4 z2¢& & cistgnmecesvs egrih procuct that Charles Vagner sold
15 k. Yes., Lt one time.
16 0. Dic it have a2 name tc the vrodquct?
17 A Celztem.

18

18

20

21

22

23

k.

Did you ever sell that to cuPont?

7ell, that's another investigation,
tvour basic recollection right now.
we did sell it to duPont.

Yes, They put it

in their Duco Number 7 auto wax,

Ls far as you knew, this diatomacecus earth
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2 A My son, Wavne, was in charge of the warchouse.
3 0. znd your son, Wayne, is still working with

4 Charles Wagner?

5 B Yes,

6 G. Do you know if there was ever a problem with

T bags breakinc? The agbestos shcerts that you had in vour

& warehouse? Brezling, ripoing onen?

g L. Ycu reen, Gié One ever rip CLEn?

10 0. Yee,

11 k. Yes, It ween't & prosleT, howvever. Ouner lce
12 we would have taken scome sters to correct it. It was just

13 frem norxmal handling., It wes either, if vou had & tear in iz,
14 vou got sore adhesive tavrs ord cztched it. Or if it wes

15 dzmaced to the point that vou had to cispose of it, vou etther
16 disposed of it or put it in erother packace, one or the cther.
17 But there was a ninimal of those.

18 0 So, there were occasions where there was come
19 deamage to the bags, such that there would be some spillacge.
20 2nd on some occasions you would simply tape it up, &nd on
21 other occasions you would put it in a new bag?
22 A Yes,
23 MS. YOUNG: &re you asking him specifically
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2 2 Prior to filling out those in cdnformity with
3 government regulations, did you send out any type of descrintion
4 to any customers, for any products, that would tzlk about
5 the hazards associated with that product? I'm not Jjust
6 talking about asbestos.
7 I H;ll, you're getting into another area.
& There are certain vroducts vhich are labeled in 2 certain varv.
S Scne exe innccuous in themselves, but duet of any kind if
10 inhaled deeply fcr @ zrclonged reriod of time is coing tc
11 hurt vou. 2nd in roet c¢f {hoee caseg, ant in gracticellwy
12 21l cases, it sevs, "Do not handle withouvt a respirator", or
13 do not do ceritain cother things. But, so fzr azs asbestes is
14 concerned, -- wvou zsed re vhether wve sent out anvthinc o
13 anybocy on any procucts,
16 0 Prior to the materizl cafecty cdatza sheets.
17 L Yot in the routine manner as neow recguired.
18 No.
19 0. Kew, you just mentioned in terms of dust,
20 do not handle without a respirator. In any of the materizls
21 that you sold, was that label on any of the materials, or
22 did you ever send that statement in a written form or orally
23 to any of your customers? I'm not talking about asbestos,
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2 3. Well, that's something we add. In other words,
3 to get the bags from our warehouse to the customer, the
4 carrier must have some direction, and they have to be maried
3 in case they get lost.
8 0. Fow, I understand, vou don't recall ceeing
T any kind of varning or cauticnary label on the ashestos bacs,
& You can't be 100 rercent sure ore vgv or the other. I under-
8 stand that. Do vou recall here todazv seeinc a varning cr
10 cautiorary lebel on arnv pegs of anvy vroduct hardled oo
13 Cherles Wacgner?
12 F Yeg
13 0. wWhat types of rrcducts and when?
14 A Well, most of our precucis are opowcer matcrizl.
13 2nd I think in the atmosphere and marketplace today, there
16 »s a tendency more to put these things on bags, and now thev
17 are starting to appear.
18 0. Prior to 1872, do you recall seeing any sort
19 of warning or cautionary label on any product that ycu carried?
20 L. I don't recall having seen any. WNo,
21 Q When is about the first time that you can
22 recall seeing, "Use a respirator" or that language appearing --
23 A I couldn't tell you. That would be a nure
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2 guess,
3 ) But you think it's within the last 10 or 12
4 years?
5 k. Yes.
6 o) Your best reccllection of the '60s and '50s,
7 you didn't see that type of thing? ‘
i
8 & That's my best recollection.
!
a Q ~t Charles ¥Wagner in thce werehouss, &id vou ;
10| have any sort of sicns that woulc wenticn the Zact that i
o -
i zehestos was bheinc tnlcocacded or cstorec?
12 L. Ne.
n 0 D:r: wel ko ¥ + £y et or R el
13 o) i& vou have any sort of recuirerent oi thre
12 werehouse pecple, the pecple who handled the materizls, and
15 this is not just the zsbestos, that they had to wvear &
16 respirator oxr eny sort ol nask?
1% A We make respirators evaileble. That's about
18 all I can tell you.
19 0. When do you recall first making respirators
20 available?
21 b Many years &do.
22 0. That goes back more than 15 years ago? |
|
23 A Yes. Definitely.
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2 Q. In the '60's they were available?
3 - That's right. But bear in mind, we have a
4 warehouse, and the only dust we get is if something breaks.
5 Lnd when they re-bag, they better have their respirator on,
6 or they might get canned. But, for the normal course of
7 events, it's a fairly clean place.
g 0 So, the respirators are evalleble in cace --
9 E ~nd thev are uroed to use them.
10 o) End they ere uvrced to use ther 1f the reterial
1 A Lt any tine Thev erxe urced tc use thenm &t
19 21l times,
13 0 ~ndé the purpose of tizt is ¢ prctect then
14 from the dust ¢f the meterials they are randling?
15 k. any cdust. That's correct.
16 0 tnd that's beceuse in vour cninicn, or ycur
1% cerpany's opinion, exposure to dust cculd be harmful?
18 MS. YOUNG: T chiject to the guestion. It's
19 leading. But you can answer it,
20 THE WITNESS: In other words, it's a matter
21 of their comfort. VYou get just as much dirt off the
22 streets in Wilmington as you did in our warehouse
28 many times.
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2 BY MR, CRUMPLAR:
3 0. Mr. Rabon, what is your understanding, or
4 your knowledge today, as to what, if any health hazards there
5 ere associated with exposure to zshestos?
6 R I can't answer that truthfully other than the
7 fact that I ¥know there are,I don't know how manv,hundreds or
8 thousands of lawsuits out there. 2znd I'm sure thzt the rezzle
9 vho are coing thig, zre being uvrged to do this, if -ou +-il)
10 vardeon the exprecssion, by their legal counsel. Thev must have
il rezcens, I suprcse, Hut I rerconzlly cdon't know azbout thece
12 thincs.
i2 0 v guesticn is, what vour knovleace is, what
14 ycou have learned frem eny source, In terws of vheat the hezlth
13 risks zre with zshestos? What exposure to ashestos cauveges
16 or is said to cazuse. 2xnd if vou cre not really sure vhat ic
it causes or what it's supposed to cause, that's the information
18 I wish to cobtain.
19 A, I know it causes pulmonary problems, but I
20 don't know whether vou have to be exposed to it for five
2 minutes or 50 years. I don't know anything about that.
22 0. Do vou know whether or not it's thought to
23 cause cancer?
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2 A, I've heard that said.
3 0 When was the first time that vou heard anything
4 that would suggest that exposure to asbestos would cause
5 pulmonary or brezthing problems? ‘
6 A I just don't know. I can't ansver that.
7 Q. Has that been something recent, cor kas that
8 been something that vyou have been aware of or heard about
S a fairly long Taime? \
10 L. In terms of 55 vears in the busainess, I'd
11 call it recent
12 o The last 20 years?
13 E. Yo, I don't remember. I wouldn't say that 20 '
14 years agc they were talking zkout cancer, no, i
15 0 ~nd breathing problems? Not just cancer, hut
16 anv prcblems with asbestos?
17 A RO,
18 0. During the period 1958 to 1872, what was
18 your knowledge as to what, if any, harm could result to some-~
20 one from breathing asbestos dust, as opposed to anyv other
21 dust? I understand in terms of the reguirement of respirators
22 for dust in general because you could see a harm to that.
23 My guestion is, did vou associate a specific greater level of

A-80
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eone dealing with askestos dust as oprosed o
g of the materials that were hanéled?

o, I did not have any.

fo that, vou considered ashestos no ciilercmt

reteriels that you were handling? Something

¢, a respireter shouild be used, kut there vas

uler or gnecizl ahouc
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Tnis is & documcent vhich hzs been uwroducea

£. 1 think it's been introduced at en earlier
cubent Seaford wesnle, but I'm not nositive
It's & remo dated March 23, 1972 from

F.J. Xlein, Procecs Hazards Ccrmittee,

vy first guestion, Mr. Rebon, is, have yoﬁ
document before?

To the best of my knowledge, no.

I just want to go through the names here ana

those names are familiar to vou. I think,
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2 k. Tc the best of my knowledge, we never sold
3 6D to anybody except duPont. So, anvtime KBG653 appears,
4 that's duPont. But, that could be the last purchase. I'n
5 not sure zbout that.
6 0. It's on the third page of Exhibit 4, that g
!
7 reference is to grade €D? §
8 hy Tighi, ]?
¢ 0 Lnd on the Z-ret tuo niaces where we have 1N3-775
10 } arnd 753, thet'e a aiffczrent crade?
|
Ty ; ~ Ziffereni clacssiliceticon. Rachr.
12 0 Ené Exhibit Kuxmber 5, I see on the third pzace,
13 five tcneg, 100 kags ¢f K3 -~ no, that's 753.
14 : The only cne that I helieve Iz cr here is
15 the one we just went over,
16 0. Oray. &And on IDnhabit Yumber 6 we have 762 --
17 thaet's not the 6D grade?
18 L Ro, it's not.
18 0 Sir, can you tell me what the hichest degree
20 of your education is? Whether vou graduated from high school,
21 college, graduate school?
22 A, Well, after hich school I went to work for
23 Charles Wagner in '29. &nd I spent five years at Drexel
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RLEON - CRUMPLAR

and I spent two vears at the “rarton

spent two years at Penn in Chemistryv at

I got a certificate

0 In Wnarton what wasg the ccurse ¢ veor couilic
there?

2 Cenero: rcocoouniing,

0 Dic€ yvecu cet a certificate or & decgree?

L I édan't know.

o) ~nd at Penn in chemistry, how lcng were vou
there?

L, Two years oi Incrgarnic and oxcanic.

0 Simply to learn sorething more about the
business?

A Yes.

Q And that was the purpose of all this, tc nake
you better suited to handle the business that you are in?

A Yes. So I can answer depositions,

0 Right. Have you had any jobs either before
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